Handout #1

Management Plan for Children’s Duck Pond Park i:lﬁSﬁ)

“TiSSDES - .

HIALTERNATIVE#L. .

TRITERNATIVE 12,

TALTERNATIVE #3.

Lﬁs«eofthepérk

Should the prirnary use be aature orfented, or_s_hoﬁlci

the park bir devitoped with more traditional thy.park |

faclhtses, such s p%avgmunds and uk:nlc tabfes?

2. ‘!&ater Lavels

Should management ohjectwes Inchude reguiaﬁon of 43
‘Hfiow.

the water leved of the ponds, or should they beleftas
they are? if nomanagement Is used; the ponds will
mnmﬁv sﬁt over..

Wiake 1o &fforts 1o alter the current water.

Buiid-a dani at foot of main pond to hold more water.

1Bulld 2 dam to-enisrge second pond.

Dig 2 weli and instali a pump in order to provide the ponds
with aneasily regulated flow of water, Dredge ponds of sittto
deepen,

3. Flora

1 Should vegetatlon be maﬁaged to :ntmduce and

maintain indigenous speciés, and efiminate fareign
species; or should the present systern of simply
rhowing the area bvice a yerr contiine? This current

Confinue to mow the area twice 2 year to
srovide weed comtrol and reduce fire
danger,

- lﬂant.a srali number df-ind?ﬁenoua-species: onthe
Bordert of the ponds. Continue te mow therest of park
e o year,

T Eliminate afl exotic species; “and mske extensive sfforts to

intradice spacies typleal to 2 riparian kabitat

_jmethod does oot aifoiy miach specnes diversity.

4, Fauna

Shotid: facihtfa be devEFOpetf o protect species that
utiiide the ares and fo encourage other species b visik
it? Currently little s dene to accomplish this, and

ltherels a percelved probiem of wildlife d:sturbanca,

Make nig efforts to increase protection of
thi éxisting species or t introduce riew

1species.

Create a srr;aii Jsiami in the.cen'.tér of the main pond .;as
3Esting habitat,

Createa small island i the canter of the main island 25
rresling irabitat, and install nesting boxes dlong the ponds,

5. Actass

Shouid accessibsixty be mcreased b? imprwh‘ll bridges)
and trais?

Make no efft.-wrts m fha‘nge the present
state-of the trails, Sulld ruthrentary féot
bridges at the east end of the park over:

{Pattee Creek, and near the south boundary
jofthe park, spanning the #ap between the

main and secondary ponds..

Widen and feve! the trall around the main poad. Bulld
bridges that are more sccessible to cyclists at the east
end of the park over Pattes Creek, and at the south
houndary at both the head and fopt of the main gond.

Widen and level the main trall around the pond, covering &
with crushed gravel to make it handicapped accessible, Bulld
beidges more easlly accessible to oyelists on the east end of
the park over Pattee Creek and st the south side at the heed
of the main pond. Build a handicapped accessible bridge over
the span between the mals pond and the secondary pond.

{instsll a hatidicanped actessibie ramp on the street curh in

fronl: of this bridge.

6. Education and
Recreation

Wh'atxyps.' of faciiitles andfor nfgamzamns should
be developed te eriance educational opportunities
provided by the park?

TV install e sign briefiy describing the

riparian habitat,

tnstali four signs along the trail around the main gmnd
desciibing marsh fabitat and differeritaspects of i,
Including aguatic vegetation, land vegetation, and
wililiife.

tnstali erght signs amund the park, with fo;:r ﬁescr’bing the
teensral habitat, and four glving more detafed information
about selected species. instail two wooden benches along the
il amﬁnd the maan pond,

7..Enfurcement of
Qbjectives

Should the protection and maintenance of the park.
and nztural areas be enforced primarily by regulation,
or by education? This leads té the question of who
should condact the enforcement, the Missouls

" {Department of Parks and Recreation, or other interest
© jgroups, such schools, naturs organization, or private

ritfzens.

tdake no efforts t&thaage present ralles or

Jenforcement of them,

Installa sign stating the park’s ﬁame-and-the standard -
fissouls Parks and Recreation rules. Organitze @

volunteerditter clean-up group.

Instalia 51gn st-atang the rame of the park and the standasd
Missoula Parks and Recreéation rules. stall twotrash
raceptacies and have hired personinel periodically patrol for
Hitter, Butid 2 four-foot high double beam wooden fence
grounti the area, with two entrances on the south sideof the
park, anil one sach o the gast and west ends, This wif] help
dalineate the arew as a special resource; encouraging the
ptsbf‘c o treat it w:t?z respect

Fon—

Should the satety of children and other users be
ranaged by regulations, education, or physical
barriers {around the pends, for example]? it is possible!

thist aryy development of the park will mike it move of

| Make no efforts to change safety levals,

Make o efforts to change saféty fevels.

Make no efforts to change safezv}eveis

an attractive nulsance:

{9, Engroachment. |

Should encroachiment onto the park property by
nigighboring residents continued to be permitted.
Currently several residents use park properiy for
firewoud and vehicle storags, and use park fand for

Make no efforts to eliminate

{ lencroachment onto parkfands.

Make no efforts to eliminate encroachment onto park

lands.

VRequire all neighboring reéi-&ents to remove any and alt
possessions from park land. Build the-entrancewsys to the:
fence too small for vehitla entry,

access to their properties.




CHILDREN'S FISH POND PARK
IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAN ~JSUES, GOALS & OBJECTIVES

[oter The following & besed] &n-he erigindl DRAFT 6fthe Issuas ored Goole peper
prepsved by the Missouls Society of Lanductipe ArchitacisTn May 1996, Rhas been
thodier to reflact e most recent consensus of fiose B afendance ot the fnesting of
GBI, and i presenied Torraview znd comment by of nterestet pardes]

Ovanading BOAL The overallrole of the Pakcs ae » witle conservation sresin an wdian
selang.

4, HEIGHBOR 00 CONSIDERATIONS
Ermvide Torpratection of the park ahd agjatent propaies foe:
2. Floadiyg
b, Trespassing {egafuse of fie putiic patk for prvaie puposss}
" g, Visugl dogradaiion
£ Notse polulon _
Enhance naighbcriiatd conmeclions {pedesinianiicyoe)
Erhance and protest Wews and visias from wiltdn and withoo! the park
Eatatiich the park bourdary

2. PUBLIC BAFETY
Limit/eliminate physical hazsms 16 humans
Provide aucegsihle, 5ol scoass thpatic
o, Wen ¥y on-sec, Cuibsite paming areas
b Goordngle it 5 Sidewall Master Flan
£ Minsivize and provide protection from weler hezands.
. Sesign trails, bidges, Beardwalks, el with sarely in mind

3 STORMWATER 8 WATER MAMAGEMENT.

Determing shor-lert snd long=enm goals of the Engineering Depariment reparding
continied use of the Ponds as v conduit/storage feclity for Pates Cresk,
espedaly the impact o ihe ponds when bang by passad iy Paties Créak
ficod events, and the impact of the new storm Sows fom the SW Higgins
dranage aea

Tisximize Tows through the exising pond nebwork-

Ensure ponds hava coninued watersupply durdng lowdiow pedods

4 WEDLUFE HABITAT

Provids apriropriate signage to contallinnppropdiis feading ofthe

webbrfowk

Frovide fobd, nealing and sheleropporiuniEes that ofer profeciion
From humars ang ofver anfmals,

fAdintoin watsrYevels durinyg diy perinds

Enhance veguiaiive diversily

Provide habitx opporiuniiias for birds, mammels, smphibians, and
ooy in eddiion i waterfont

Eitstiiah apacial pack rullss for pats

& FASSINE RECREATIONEDUC ATEXY

Frovids rails, bridges, boardwalks and henthies fofml-mg. falleding,
shyarving, eit. Provida inferprafive intormviation & e using publie tat
facuses on wReEu habitel.

£ VEGETATIVE DIVERSITY

Ideraifylinventory existing vegetaion

fdentity sitesiiches for desivable poteniial vagetalion

Dugign  # pond profils & suppord s widler variely of vegeixsion
penulicial i targeied wilkiilo spasios

Iniroducs ristraed pest hanagement and solaci new plant spacies io
minimize wesd astablishmant

Considar sssihufics bews from withiy and fror vulsids the pok

7. WANNTEMANCE

Target unwanted pliis for removilicondinea conirol; davalop 3
sits-appropiats weed control program

Miniimize rouling fweakly] mowing; provide an snncat
riowingirigmienancs pian Provide trash recapiacios sieaslly 3msse&
dosRgrated Tossiions
Daaign o uger surfacss ang tinuciurss for minjmal mantenancs,
Bagign water control stracturas Tor minimal mainisnance

{Ediad and revised by Kent Watson, FASLA, leistape archifect)
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Handout # 3

Habitat Enhancement Concepts for the Children’s Fish Pond: Creating an
Urban Nature Preserve (2007)
Erika Miersma & Susan Wall

We reviewed available information about Bancroft Pond, urban natural areas, and natural wetlands in Western
Montana including literature, media, and local specialists. We used the gathered information to answer the
following questions:
I} What is the relevant history of the pond and watershed that informs its potential as an urban nature
preserve
2) Whatis the current state of the site, regarding the watershed, soﬂ vegetation, and wﬂdhfe‘?
3) How can each of the above natural features be restored and/or enhanced so as to create a more natutal
pond landscape and associated native community typical of western Montana?
4) What social and cultural views must be addressed? How can the project plan accommodate differing
views and objectives?
5) How can educational and recreational uses be incorporated into the park?

We present the foliowing targeted recommendations for goals and actions:

1. Site will support habitats capable of supportmg the plant & animal communities associated with natural
ponds/wetlands fonnd in stream floodplains in western Montana (within the limits of its size; i¢ no large
mammals_)Through management, exotic species numbers will decline and no longer dominate the site; n

2. tive species will come to dominate the site. Unnatiral concentrations of native species (ducks, other) will
decline to natural levels

3. Bite will be used mainly for nature study and other educational and recreational uses that have mmn:nal
impact on natural features of the site

4. Watershed community becomes involved in carmg for the ereek and pond/wetland complex and makes
long term commitment to this effort :

To achieve the above goals, the fo]lowmg actions are recommended:
1. Rename pond/wetland complex the Bancroft Urban Nature Preserve ot solicit names from the
neighborhood residents
2. Use water stormwater control structures at Higgins Avenue to direct maximum amount of water into the
ponds

Manage the pond for biodiversity (aquatxc wetland & riparian habitat)

Delay plantings and fish stocking until it is determined what water levels can be rehably maintained over

the hydrologic year and from year to year; then plant/stock a variety of native species likely to suceeed in

the available habitat

5. Develop a trail and interpretive sign system '

6. Create a Bancroft Urban Nature Preserve website with additional information about the preserve and
resources for teachers _

7. Establish a Pattee Creek/pond watershed gronp with stewardship & education responsibilities-meet twice a
year 1o discuss whole watershed (onoce a year in Pattee Canyon picnic area and once a year in Bancroft
Urban Nature Preserve)

8. Consider daylighting lower Pattee Creck again to reestablish water source for riparian habitat downsiream
of the ponds.

9. Eliminate year-round duck populations by inhibiting duck feeding and possibly trapping ducks that remain
and releasing them elsewhere

W




Handout # 4

1996 + 2004 + 2016 Comments

Attitude

City management of this area by parks and recreation, This Is either a park or a place for recreation. It is a place to
expetience nature as it exists, to develop a healthy respect for all the plants and animals we share the space with. The
document drafted in 1996 and reviewed in 2002 by the Missoula Society of landscape architects captures the essence
of the area well. Let them take the lead. '

Don't want any "Park type development”, We don't expect to find picnic tables when we go walk in the woods

therefore they shouldn't be here,

1P want this to remain a habitat more than a park

View the area as a communtty jewel —the only place where citizens can have interaction with an abundance of
vegetation and wildlife in the hearf of town,

What about a community garden for all these apartments?

There are many parks around this area, Please keep this the sanctuary it ¢an be

Parks and Rec seems to need to drive here. | don't understand. On the other hand an occasional bike cop riding advice

' single through m lght discourage some bad behavior

keep it wild, good.

This is an oasis right here in Missoula, Mantana and is enjoyed by youﬂg and old alike

Interference with the natura evolut;on of the park —let it lead where any human involvement needs to occur — should

be minimal

Protect wildlife

Neighborhood ¢ onsider' tiogs .
4. Provide for protection of the park and adjacent properties from;:
. F|m
» }
s .. disusl deggada;gon
. noise pollution

b.... Enhance netghgorhcmd connections (pedestrian / bicvcle}

l<. Enhance and protect views and vistas from within and without the pa rk

|d.___Establish the park hounda ary

Clean up litter

Determine who owns water nghts

et

ublic safety

Limit /eliminate physical hazards to humans

|Provide accessible, safe access to park:

Identify on street, curbside parking ar §

» _coardinate with sidewalk master plan

» mm:mlze and provide protection from water hazards
de:

ned trails, bridges, boardwalks, ete. with safety in mind

s Create sccess road

|Provide trails, bridges, boardwalks and benches for walking, retaxmg, phserving, etc. provide interpretive Informatzon

to that using public that focuses on wildlife habitat,

Information kiosk for pond and nearby parks and Install Interpretive signs

Provide approptiate signage to curtail inappropriate feeding of the waterfowl

Establish special park rules for pets {e.g., Keep dogs on leashes)

More trash cans

| Access

Bridges, trails benches, viewing places)

No fencing

No picnic tables

Build playground equipment

Build a covered picnilc area

tmprove teall for safer walking and disabled people using the path — not asphalt

Sitting area with shade

Rock seating

Bench at wooded pend

Bench near small pond to view birds

Another bench on Main Pond

Viewing platform




Make trails more accessible to bicycles

Crosswalk on Bancroft [Sign for crossing on Bancroft: deer crossing sign]

Sign for crossing on Bancroft: deer crossing sign

Clean up dead tree hranches

Storm wafer and water management

Determine short~term and long-term goals for the engineering depa rtment regarding continued use of the ponds as a
conduit /storage facility for Patty Creek, especially the impact on the ponds of being bypassed during Patty Creek flood
events, and the impact on the new storm flows from the Southwest Higeins drainage area.

|Maximize flows through the existing pond network

Ensure ponds have continued water supply during low flow periods

Create an addmonal pond an the west end of the park

Keeg ripatian area at west end of park

fricrease water flow In summer [Divert more water intg pond ]

Build dams to control water flow

Design water control structures for minimal maintenance

Environmental assessment for ideas such as dredging and damning

Water Levels

Control water flow to maintam level

Channelized to zigzag {for slow streamflow}

Demgn a pond profile to suggort 2 wider variety of vegetataon beneﬁciai to targeted wildife species

Dig at least one pond deeper

Pay attentionto boards in dam.

Keep {part} as stream aren

improve secondary dam .

Beapen main pand by dredging

Maintain water levels during dry perlods

] Wiidllfe Hahitat, Vegetatlve Dwersim Flora, Fénun

_ Identlfv ahd inventory existing vegetation

Need inventory of resources: plants and animals

identify sitas and nichés for desirable Ectentlal vegetat ion

Mangge 0 maintam hatural wetlahds

lleave it as wrld to encourage wildlife

Provide food, nesting and shelter opportunities that offer protection from humans and gther animals.

Provitle habitat apportunities for birds, mamma!s, am ghnbia ns, and rggtites in addltmn to waterfowl

enlarge island

Maintain or réstore nesting platfcrms

Rafurb}sh nesting site

Better poose nesting in pond C [ Add hay bale for Geese]

Build wood duck nests

Sandhills would helg gopher boom

Habitat for blackbirds, peese, ducks — all other birds and species both plant and animal

Habitat for goghers (they keep migrating as development takes their honres, let them stay along pond A

| also would love to have more water for ducks. This is a duck pond

lnsert basking logs

Love the blackbirds - first slan of spring In the cattails

Deer beds
Install a log or island in the main pond for ducks and turtles
Stock ponds with fish

 Vegetative Diversity

Identify /inventory existing vegetation

Identify sites riches for desirable potential vegetafion

Enhanced vegetative diversity

More Native grasses and wildflowers and shrubs

More Native riparian vegetation stream area

Monitor condition of wetlands

Develop a site appropriate weed control program

Target unwanted plants for rermoval and continued contral;

Get rid of Invasive specles ~ use natives

Shrubs and a few trees

Desugn a pond profile to support a wider variety of vegetation beneficial to targeted WIldllfe species

Introduce integrated pest management and select new plant species to minimize weed establishment




Consider aesthetics /views from within and outside the park

Manage brush and grass to be aesthetically pleasing

Reduce alpas in nonds

|Introduce integrated pest management select new plant species to minimize weed establishment okav

Remove daad trees

Reduce cattails & Bushes along road
Leave the area along ponds as grassland ~ the geese graze there all surrimer

ancourage Wetland shrubs

On Northwestern sectlon: trees and bushes

Natura) deyelopment i.e. trees fall, leaving lace, underbrush along pond €

Native ﬂowermg plants such as fire weed would bea mce add:tlon to the Goldenrod that a!ready grows around the
ponds and 3 ol a3 : : o at 8

Introduce native specres of f!ora

tintraduce plants to increase food supply of ducks

Education and Recreation

1 An informational miap of the drea and nearby parks

More signage throughout with explanations about the different species and habitat.

_|Signs: dot't feed the animals

18ign: don't feed the birds

Signage by pond: no motorized craft, Stay out of water. Last year college kids with RC boats were hazmg geese durung
nasting wouldn't stop. Boat battery died. They waited in to get it wh:ie [ called 911

Start educational programs with schaols

It would be great to have some guided birding walks on occasion through the duck pond.

Maintenance .

Design all user servlces and structures for minimal maintenance
Do the minimum management ~ let nature do the work

Deslgn all user services and structures for minimal maintenance

esngn water control structures for minimum malntena nee

Keep maintenance costs low

{Continug mowmg grasses

{Thanks for stopping mowing. This is a native pa rk.

{Minimize routine (weekly) mowing; pmvide an annual mowing/management plan; provide trash receptacies at easily

laccessed designated locations

{Clean up scum

Pon't tear out the trees and plan’cs unless trees and plants are dead and ﬁhen) replace them_

Please stop removing habitat

Create natural protective barrier arqund ponds

|Leave ralls In present condition
Keep development 1o a minimum

Provida trash receptacles at easilv access" designated' locations — okay,

Contmi weeds

Could a Jack fence help protect habitat? Keen people off the lca?

Leave at s

| Enforcement of Objectives -

1We need less regs not more

{use} Rocks to control {vehicle) entry

_|Access points off Bancroft, and two off 34th — all accessible

Encroachment {Use by adjacent landowners)




