City of Missoula Public Art Committee
April 15, 2014, 4:00 PM, City Council Chambers, 140 W. Pine
Members present: Marilyn Marler, Kathi Olson, Doug Olson, Linda Richards, Jeff RolstonClemmer, Peter Lambros, Ted Hughes, Taag Peterson, Kia Liszak
Members absent:
Others present: Heidi Bakula, Tom Bensen
1.

Call to Order and Roll Call

2.

Public Comment - None

3.

Approval of Minutes
A.

4.

The minutes of March 18, 2014 will be approved at a later date.

History

Art Calls and Projects
A.

Silver Park

History

i.

Discuss Progress on Imagery for Site and Art Placement

History

ii.

Discuss Progress on Exhibits and Relics

History

a.

History

Asbestos Issues

iii.

Discuss Progress on Gathering of Images for Old Mill Site

History

iv.

Discuss Progress of Who is on the Selection Committee

History

v.

Discuss Overall Status of the Call

History

vi.

Confirm Who Will Be Eligible for Each Call - (Montana,
Montana/Chicago, US)

History

Peter Lambros asked what the committee had to do in order to formalize the Silver Park art
calls. He wanted the committee to vote on the art calls tonight. Marilyn Marler stated that
it could not be approved at this meeting administratively or otherwise since the action item
was not noticed on the agenda.
Peter stated that he would call a special meeting in order to discuss the Silver Park art call
and the Gallery Guide since they could not vote on it tonight. He then asked the committee
how many finalists they wanted to have for the Silver Park art calls.
Kathy Olson explained that they had between three and five finalists for Go With the Flow.
Peter added that PAC could set aside $2500 per call in order to give five artists $500 for
their service. Peter said that they may have to decrease the overall donation $2500 per
call since they had not held back maintenance money yet, although they did have extra in
savings.
Peter felt that the tribute piece should just play out to see how many people submit a
proposal. They could hold the other call to five finalists.
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Peter then stated that the next decision was to decide what region, etc., the calls would go
to – Chicago, Montana, regionally, etc.
Kathy pointed out that they needed to clarify site three where the Percent for Art piece
would be placed, it did not appear to be on the drawings Doug Olson submitted.
The committee made the recommended changes to the draft art calls:














Site three on the drawing for the Percent for Art call needed to be clarified as to
where it was located. Kathy would edit the dotted line to move the line east of the
pavilion on the site map and would amend the verbiage in the art call.
Competition Specifications were combined into Application Information for better
understanding.
The tribute art call verbiage does not include clauses on Competition
Specifications, Application Information, or Selection Process. Kathy would copy it
over.
The Percent for Art call was amended to note that artists could use one or all three
of the named locations.
There was a request for an aerial photograph for the artists – Doug Olson would
get in touch with Mike Day on that request. It could be posted with the art call.
Several areas where the language does not match, for example in the Budget
section on the Percent for Art call, the details and specifications on the materials
language is not on the tribute art call.
The relics will not be used in the tribute art call.
In the tribute art call add a clause explaining that PAC would like the artist to draw
inspiration from the values of the Silver Foundation as stated in the art call. At
least touch on one of them.
Might be a good idea to include a question in the application on how the submitted
piece reflects these values, or to note it in the Artist’s Statement.
Make sure to add that power could be potentially available to all sites for lighting in
the materials section.
Should add a clause about removal of the asbestos from one of the relics and the
tank that contains some unknown substance that cannot be used. May review the
picture of the tank and remove since it cannot be used.
Cross section view on drawing and plan view showing the pedestal needs to reflect
19 feet instead of 21 feet.
Include disclaimer to verify dimensions on the plans.

Doug said he spoke to Chris Behan of MRA about the relic containing asbestos. If an artist
is interested in the piece MRA or the contractor is willing to have the asbestos removed.
Taag Peterson explained that PAC would most likely have to pay the $150 to ACM since
the relic had already been analyzed and it would be applied to the $450 asbestos removal
cost if PAC decided to do that. It will only cost $150 if it is only analyzed. PAC will need to
coordinate with MRA on this issue.
Peter asked PAC members how they wanted to handle jurisdiction of the Percent for Art
Piece and the tribute piece. Who should the calls be sent to? The Silver family was
favoring artists from Montana or the University of Chicago for the tribute piece.
Doug felt his bias was towards Montana artists but he would still look at work from artists
from other states. He asked that Montana be listed first on the art call for candidates. Did
they need to be more specific if they were abiding by what the Silver’s had requested?
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Several committee members commented about the areas the art call should be sent to.
Also, what would local mean, what does regional mean – would that encompass Idaho? If
local was defined too stringently regional artists would be excluded.
Peter mentioned tabling the matter to discuss it at a follow-up meeting. He asked if anyone
wanted to change the invitation that was already listed on the draft art call. It reads as
follows “This is an open invitation to artists in Montana, students and alumni of the
University of Chicago, and the United States.” No one responded.
Peter asked for a formal motion on the topics discussed.
Doug made a motion to limit the Silver Park tribute piece to $72,000, instead of $75,000, in
order to hold back $3,000 for the finalists and expenses. The Percent for Art Call would be
limited to $45,000, instead of $48,000, in order to hold back $3,000 for the finalists and
expenses, also to accept the amended changes to the art calls made at this meeting and to
further clarify that the tribute piece would be open to artists from Montana, students and
alumni of the University of Chicago, and the United States. The Percent for Art Call would
be limited to Montana and students and alumni of the University of Chicago.
Peter asked for a friendly amendment to be able to redefine the jurisdiction of the calls if
the first call to artists is not successful. Doug agreed and accepted the friendly
amendment.
Ted Hughes seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.
B.
5.

Traffic Signal Boxes – this item was not discussed.

History

Reports
A.

Protocol – this item was not discussed.

History

B.

Budget – this item was not discussed.

History

C.

Long Range Planning – this item was not discussed.

History

D.

Staffing – this item was not discussed.

History

i.

History

Discuss Progress of Pursuing an Intern

6.

Outreach and Relationships

7.

Miscellaneous and Ongoing Business
A.

Meeting Time for Regular PAC Meetings

History

Peter Lambros discussed changing the meeting time to 3pm on Thursdays. The 3pm
request was coming from the Mayor’s Office because of administrative support availability.
Peter felt that two hours were necessary and he told the committee he would be back with
them to discuss their preferences.
8.

Announcements, News and Upcoming Events
A.

Gallery Guide - Tom Bensen
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Tom Bensen, of the Missoula Cultural Council, discussed the Gallery Guide which is now
being published by the Missoula Cultural Council instead of Missoula Downtown.
Tom discussed that the Gallery Guide will encompass more than just the downtown area.
A new section will be called Art on View, it will be on the back of the brochure, and it will
relate to any place that has art for sale. He wants to be careful not to compete with the
Public Art Guide; the Gallery Guide would mainly be on view at regional hotels.
He asked PAC if they would be interested in participating. The cost would be $250.00.
The cost for Art on View would be less. PAC would have to decide what the best fit would
be for it – in the brochure or in the Art on View section. Tom also added that the Missoula
Downtown website that the cultural council was taking over would be more up-to-date and
changes monthly with first Fridays. The committee members were also happy about the
idea of having more presence on the Missoula Cultural Council’s website.
Marilyn Marler stated that if this was an action item, meaning if PAC was making a motion
to spend the money and participate, the item would have to be noticed on their next
agenda in order for the public to participate.
th

Tom stated that he needed to know by May 25 in order for it to be distributed by Memorial
Day. Marilyn then said PAC could have a special meeting to discuss this issue. Peter
Lambros said he would work on setting up a meeting right away.
9.

Comments from Board Members

10.

Adjournment

Respectfully submitted,
Heidi Bakula
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RESERVATION RIGHTS
The Missoula Public Art Committee is designated
to review, advocate and develop public art
projects in the City of Missoula. Since 1985, it has
strived to develop a formal structure in which to
create, develop and maintain public art as well as
further public accessibility to the arts.
The City of Missoula Public Art Committee
reserves the right at any time to supplement,
amend or otherwise modify this solicitation and
to request additional or supplemental information
or proposals from any or all participating artists.
In addition, the City reserves the right to accept
or reject, at any time prior to the commissioning
of a work, any or all proposals or any part thereof
submitted in connection with this solicitation; to
waive any defect or technicality; and to advertise
for new proposals where the acceptance, rejection
waiver, or advertisement would be in the best
interests of the City. The City also reserves the
right to negotiate unacceptable provisions
incorporated within an otherwise acceptable
proposal. A proposal which is incomplete,
unclear, conditional or which contains
irregularities of any kind, may be rejected without
evaluation.

SILVER PARK
A City of Missoula
Per Cent for Art
Public Art Project
2014-2015

Failure to comply with proposal requirements
described in the prospectus will constitute an
invalid application.

WE’RE HERE TO HELP!
Questions related to this proposal may be
directed to:
Doug Olson
Tel: 406-550-0453
Email: mexico@bresnan.net
Subject: Silver Park Art Project

The City of Missoula
Public Art Committee, in
collaboration with the Missoula
Redevelopment Agency and the
F. Morris and Helen Silver Foundation,
seeks an artist or artist team to create a
major integrated artwork for the newly
constructed Silver Park.
This art call is one of two simultaneous art calls
associated with Silver Park. See the Silver Family
Tribute Art Call for more details. The Public Art
Committee encourages artists to submit to both art
calls. It is possible for an outstanding candidate to be
awarded both art calls.
This Percent For Art Project is an open invitation to artists in
Montana and students and alumni of the University of Chicago.
Submit all proposals at
CityofMissoulaPublicArtCommittee.Submittable.com/submit

THE CITY OF MISSOULA
PUBLIC ART COMMITTEE
Established in 1985 and reaffirmed in 2002, the City of
Missoula Public Art Committee endeavors to develop a
collection of public art that is of the highest quality, that
encompasses a broad aesthetic range reflecting the City and
the minds of its citizens, improves the quality of life in the
area, is accessible to all individuals, and is a source of pride
to all residents.
The Committee reviews permanent works of art proposed
on, in, or over City owned property. To that end, the
Committee is honored to request your participation in this
invitation. Public art serves as a visual landmark within the
built environment and, most importantly, an expression of
our community. Public art provides inspiration to all
Missoulians and visitors as a means to appreciate artwork
outside the traditional museum or gallery setting and within
the public realm.
Missoula Percent for Art Projects are site specific, legacy
works that engage a variety of media - mosaic, painting,
glass, sculpture, and works that integrate landscape, infrastructure, and architecture. This commission challenges
artists to reflect the diversity of the Missoula community,
and integrate and enhance the site and public space.

BUDGET
The total budget established for this project is $48,000.
This project is funded with $18,000 resulting from the City
of Missoula’s Percent for Art funds generated by the
construction of the 15 acre Silver Park, a $15,000 grant
from the Missoula Redevelopment Agency, and a $15,000
grant from the F. Morris and Helen Silver Foundation.
This budget includes (but is not limited too): artist fees,
design costs, engineering fees, fabrication, installation,
photography, insurance, and all taxes. Travel to Missoula
and/or accommodation is at the artist’s expense.
The finalists’ budget should include detailed specifications
of materials, coatings, labor, etc.

LOCATION
Originally owned by Morris Silver in the 1930s and more
recently by the F. Morris & Helen Silver Foundation, Silver
Park is a 15-acre public space today owned by the City of
Missoula. Situated along the river, it connects to and
extends Missoula’s beautiful river trail system. Just west
of and contiguous to McCormick Park and Ogren Park
Allegiance Field, Silver Park follows the Clark Fork
riverfront as far as the California Street pedestrian bridge,
and is integrated with the soon to be developed multi-use
Old Sawmill District just to the south.

HISTORY
Silver Park extends to the west an already lovely, highly
utilized public space featuring McCormick Park, the
MOBASH skate park, Currents Aquatics Center, and
Ogren Park Allegiance Field, Silver Park is the important
next step in the revitalization of the length of riverfront
from Orange Street to Russell Street.
This valley has been an important transportation corridor
and encampment for millennia, used especially by the
original inhabitants, the Salish, the Kootenai, the Pend
d’Oreille, and occasionally the Blackfeet, Shoshone, and
Nez Perce peoples. A variety of peoples also used the
valley as a throughway to the bison hunting ranges of the
east side of the divide. The Lewis and Clark Expedition
famously passed through the area in 1805 and 1805. The
first wagon road through the Northern Rockies, the
Mullan Road, arrived by 1860, leading to permanent
settlement of the area, and the establishment of Missoula
as a mill town. The arrival of the Northern Pacific
Railroad in 1883 further expanded Missoula’s economic
growth. Logging and milling would remain the mainstay
of Missoula’s economy into the 1980s, but mostly vanish
by the 1990s.
Looking at Silver Park and the Clark Fork today, it is hard
to imagine that for almost 100 years logs were floated and
lumber was processed by a large sawmill complex in the
heart of town. The 46-acre mill site was an integral part
of Missoula’s commerce and growth, until finally vacated
about 20 years ago. Brownfield status from the
Environmental Protection Agency marked the mill site as
a prime candidate for a public-private partnership to
renew the site into homes, shops, offices and the 15-acre
Silver Park. Following an environmental assessment, a
plan was developed in coordination with the Montana
Department of Environmental Quality calling for the
removal and disposal of the site’s contaminated soils.

REUSE AND RENEWAL
Most of the materials removed from the mill site have
been salvaged and cleverly repurposed for other uses in
the parks rehabilitation and restoration. For example,
15,000 tons of wood waste was removed from the site
and composted and reused in city parks. Old concrete
foundations were unearthed and crushed, then use.
Abandoned buildings were deconstructed and the
materials used to build the expertly crafted shelters
recently erected by crews of volunteers in Silver Park.
A mixed use development called the Old Sawmill District
will be constructed directly south of Silver Park, consisting of a blend of residential, retail, and commercial spaces
planned to integrate with Missoula’s recreational river
front commons.

PROJECT GOALS
The selected artist or artist team will create an original
artwork to be placed in Silver Park. The artwork to be
selected will be centrally located in a vibrant public space
adjacent to the Clark Fork River, and experienced primarily
by visitors relaxing or recreating on foot and by bike.
The Public Art Committee expects the work to be an iconic
and enduring landmark of the highest quality in both
execution and concept. The commissioned work can be in
any medium. The Public Art Committee encourages
proposals that balance the artistic design in the artwork
with the setting, history, and re-purposing theme of Silver
Park. Though well-integrated into its site, the artwork
should be very legible as an autonomous artistic
intervention in the landscape. At the same time, the artwork
must permit the uses and functions of its larger context.
Artwork must be safe, durable and low-maintenance in the
Missoula climate and park environment. In addition,
several interesting “relics,” that is, large, left over rusting
hulks of old machinery found at the site, may be utilized or
integrated into the artist’s concept, though not required.
Images of these relics may be viewed on page 6 and at
http://www.ci.missoula.mt.us/899/Public-Art-Calls.
Following approval of an art concept, the selected artist or
artist team will continue on with design development and
implementation of the artwork.

ARTWORK OPTIONS
The Committee will consider two possibilities:
 A detailed proposal for a new work designed by the
artist that meets the stated projects goals;
 A proposal for the purchase of an existing artwork
that also fully meets the stated project goals.

COMPETITION SPECIFICATIONS
Execution: All proposals for new works must include a
scaled, detailed, color rendition drawing, model, digital
image, etc. that is clearly indicative of the final artwork.
All proposals for existing works must include details of
size, weight, materials, installation requirements, and a
discussion of appropriateness for the space.
Materials: All durable exterior materials (paint, ceramic,
metal, etc.) will be considered. However, maintenance free
work, suitable to Missoula’s climate, with precautions
against vandalism is preferred. The piece should be
structurally sound and designed in concert with advice
from a structural engineer to mitigate liability for the City
of Missoula. A structural engineer’s services are offered
free of charge to all finalists.
Deadline: Project submission deadline for all materials is
MONDAY, JUNE 30TH, 2014, no later than 5pm.

SELECTION PROCESS
Phase I:
A Selection Committee consisting of members of the
Public Art Committee along with representatives of the
F. Morris & Helen Silver Foundation, the Missoula
Redevelopment Agency, the Old Saw Mill District, and
the Riverfront Neighborhood Council, will review all
submissions. From this review, and based on the criteria
listed below, a short list of artists or artist teams will be
recommended to be contracted to create concept proposals.
Submission Criteria:
 Artistic excellence and innovation.
 Ability to create quality art work appropriate in
concept, materials, and scale for the project.
 Demonstrated adherence to schedules, deadlines,
project requirements, and budgets.
 Experience working efficiently, collegially, and
collaboratively with design professionals and civic
agencies in design and execution.
 Availability for the finalist artist interviews in
September.
 Availability to design work in fall of 2014 and install
by summer of 2015.

Phase II:
Finalists will be offered a design fee of $500 to develop
their concepts in detail. Finalists will make a personal
presentation to the selection committee on their concept
and answer any questions. The selection committee will
recommend one proposal be commissioned. The winning
artist will be announced by FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER
19TH, 2014. All participants will be notified of the selection
in writing. A standard public art contract will be executed
thereafter between the artist and the City of Missoula. The
Selection Committee will work with the artist on a
completion date, with the goal of summer 2015.

APPLICATION INFORMATION

THE PROJECT: SITE SPECIFICATION

Note: Incomplete applications will not be
considered.
The City of Missoula Public Art Committee encourages and welcomes all qualified artists to submit.
Qualified artists are defined as having specialized
training in the field or a history of having exhibitions
as an artist, and who are recognized as artists by peers
and arts professionals.

This project involves the direct commission of
artwork for Silver Park in Missoula, MT. There are
three suggested locations provided by the Public Art
Committee:

To be considered, artists must submit the application
via the Missoula Public Art Committee’s Submittable
website: https://

This site is located in an area at the northeast end of
the park just south of the boat ramp and west of the
parking lot. A level area approximately 50'x 50' occurs to the north of the landscape area and bike
ramp. The Parks Department has suggested a slab
base no larger than a 30' x 30' be constructed to support the piece. Due to maintenance issues, the Parks
Department would like artists to work with a square
shaped slab.

cityofmissoulapublicartcommittee.submittable.com/submit.

1. Proposal Description explaining the artist’s
concept, design, and approach to the project.
2. Artists must submit five images illustrating
strong examples of work appropriate to the project. If submitting via email, use a PDF format,
one file please.
3. Though not required, the Committee prefers
applicants with public art experience and the
proven ability to complete substantial
commissions. The images submitted should
reflect this ability.
4. If the artist is presenting proposals that include existing artwork, please also furnish images of the artwork from multiple viewpoints.
5. Label each image with name, title, size, installation location if appropriate, and numbered to
correspond with an attached annotated list.
6. Please, no website addresses or links directing
the Selection Committee to examples of your
work. Please select and present to the committee
the five works which best illustrate your
abilities.
7. Current resume detailing your experience as an
artist and any past public art projects.
8. Professional References: Please list two
individuals who can speak to your public art
experience and/or commissioned art experience
and/or can speak to your artistic capabilities.

Site #1: Hillock at corner of boat landing and
stadium parking lot, immediately south of the
bike path and west of the parking lot.

SITE 3:
Location of
Artist’s Choice
(East of pavillion).

Site #2: Hillock on southeast end overlooking
park.
This site is located at the south east end of the park,
just west of the south parking lot, and enjoys the
highest elevation that occurs in the park. Near the
center of this knoll exists a level spot approximately
60' x 60' (see map C-107 for contouring of the adjacent grading). The Parks Department has suggested
that because of the hillside condition of this site,
families and children will likely congregate in this
area. A concrete slab will be required to support the
piece and to facilitate lawn maintenance.
Site #3: Location of artist’s choosing, with
approval of City entities involved.
Artists may consider additional sites within the
park. Limitations are to avoid placing something
west of the pavilion pedestal in the lower drainage
zones, and anything too close to the river corridor
(north of the east/west bike lane).

TIMELINE OVERVIEW
Submissions Due:
Monday, June 30, 2014, no later than 5pm.
Selection Committee Review:
Tuesday, July 1 - Thursday, July 17, 2014.
Finalists Announced:
Friday, July 18, 2014.
Finalists Develop Scale Models for Interview:
Saturday, July 19 - Sunday, September 14, 2014.

Selection Committee Interviews Finalists:
Monday, September 15 - Thursday, September 18,
2014.
Commission Awarded:
Friday, September 19, 2014.
Preferred deadline for installation:
Summer, 2015. The exact date will be scheduled
between the artist, the City of Missoula Public Art
Committee Chair and a City of Missoula

L-106

L-107

RELIC A: TWIN TURBOS
Dimensions: Approximately 11' 6" long
x 11' wide x 7' tall. Note: The accordian
shaped flange at the top contains a
sizeable dent.

RELIC B: PROPELLER SHAFT

RELIC C: LONG VENT SHAFT

Dimensions: Approximately 17' high x 9' wide
x 7' deep. Note: This object has an operable fan
blade inside which still moves. It has a shaft
connected to the fan and sticking out the back
that supports a pulley wheel still attached,

Dimensions: Approximately 30' long x 6'
high by 6' deep. The shaft dimension is
37" x 32"

RELIC D: OFFSET DUCTWORK RELIC E: PYRAMID CAP
Dimensions with man cage at top are
approximately 13' high x 14' long x 11'
deep.

THE INDUSTRIAL RELICS
These 6 pieces are available for artists to use in
whole or in part. They are "left over" industrial
fragments from the lumber manufacturing that
occurred at the Silver Park site. The Relics are
reasonably sound and should tolerate welding,
bolting to additional relics and objects, or
resurfacing. The majority of the pieces are
made from welded metal plate in the 3/16"
range, even the ductwork. It is the
responsibility of the artist to insure the use of
these objects is done in a durable and safe
manner. Currently, the objects are resting
approximately 150 yards southeast of the main
pavilion. The artist will also be responsible for
moving and transporting the relics from their
current location as required for shop, site
work, and final installation. Engineering
consulting will be available to the finalists if
technical assistance is required while reworking these pieces, free of charge. Anyone
looking forward to using the relics is
encouraged to do a site visit and personally
explore the objects in their current condition.
The committee will attempt to answer
follow up questions..

RELIC F: DOUBLE VENT SHAFT WITH ANGLE SRAPPING
Dimensions: Approximately 16' long
x 6' tall x 4' deep.

Dimensions: Approximately 11' high x
11'- 4" wide x 4' deep.

RESERVATION RIGHTS
The Missoula Public Art Committee is designated
to review, advocate and develop public art
projects in the City of Missoula. Since 1985, it has
strived to develop a formal structure in which to
create, develop and maintain public art as well as
further public accessibility to the arts.
The City of Missoula Public Art Committee
reserves the right at any time to supplement,
amend or otherwise modify this solicitation and
to request additional or supplemental information
or proposals from any or all participating artists.
In addition, the City reserves the right to accept
or reject, at any time prior to the commissioning
of a work, any or all proposals or any part thereof
submitted in connection with this solicitation; to
waive any defect or technicality; and to advertise
for new proposals where the acceptance, rejection
waiver, or advertisement would be in the best
interests of the City. The City also reserves the
right to negotiate unacceptable provisions
incorporated within an otherwise acceptable
proposal. A proposal which is incomplete,
unclear, conditional or which contains
irregularities of any kind, may be rejected without
evaluation.
Failure to comply with proposal requirements
described in the prospectus will constitute an
invalid application.

WE’RE HERE TO HELP!
Questions related to this proposal may be
directed to:
Doug Olson
Tel: 406-550-0453
Email: mexico@bresnan.net
Subject: Silver Park Art Project

F. MORRIS & HELEN SILVER
TRIBUTE AT SILVER PARK

A City of Missoula
Public Art Project
in collaboration with
The F. Morris and Helen

Silver Foundation
2014-2015

The City of Missoula Public Art Committee, in collaboration
with the F. Morris and Helen Silver Foundation, seeks an artist
or artist team to create a major integrated artwork for the
newly constructed Silver Park.
This is an open invitation to artists in Montana, students and
alumni of the University of Chicago, and the United States.

Submit all proposals at
CityofMissoulaPublicArtCommittee.Submittable.com/submit

THE CITY OF MISSOULA
PUBLIC ART COMMITTEE
Established in 1985 and reaffirmed in 2002, the City of
Missoula Public Art Committee endeavors to develop a
collection of public art that is of the highest quality, that
encompasses a broad aesthetic range reflecting the City and
the minds of its citizens, improves the quality of life in the
area, is accessible to all individuals, and is a source of pride
to all residents.
The Committee reviews permanent works of art proposed
on, in, or over City owned property. To that end, the
Committee is honored to request your participation in this
invitation. Public art serves as a visual landmark within the
built environment and, most importantly, an expression of
our community. Public art provides inspiration to all
Missoulians and visitors as a means to appreciate artwork
outside the traditional museum or gallery setting and within
the public realm.
Missoula One Percent for Art Projects are site specific,
legacy works that engage a variety of media—mosaic,
painting, glass, sculpture, and works that integrate landscape, infrastructure, and architecture.
This commission challenges artists to reflect the diversity
of the Missoula community, and integrate and enhance the
site and public space.

BUDGET
The total budget established for this project is $75,000,
funded with a generous grant from the F. Morris & Helen
Silver Foundation. This budget includes (but is not limited
too): artist fees, design costs, engineering fees, fabrication,
installation, photography, insurance, and all taxes. Travel to
Missoula and/or accommodation is at the artist’s expense.

LOCATION
Originally owned by Morris Silver in the 1930s and more
recently by the F. Morris & Helen Silver Foundation, Silver
Park is a 15-acre public space today owned by the City of
Missoula. Situated along the river, it connects to and
extends Missoula’s beautiful river trail system. Just west of
and contiguous to McCormick Park and Ogren Park
Allegiance Field, Silver Park follows the Clark Fork
riverfront as far as the California Street pedestrian bridge,
and is integrated with the soon to be developed multi-use
Old Sawmill District just to the south.

PROJECT GOALS

HISTORY
Already a lovely, highly utilized public space featuring
McCormick Park, the MOBASH skate park, Currents
Aquatics Center, and Ogren Park Allegiance Field, Silver
Park is the important next step in the revitalization of the
length of riverfront from Orange Street to Russell Street.
This valley has been an important transportation corridor
and encampment for millennia, used especially by the
original inhabitants, the Salish, the Kootenai, the Pend
d’Oreille, and occasionally the Blackfeet, Shoshone, and
Nez Perce peoples. A variety of peoples also used the
valley as a throughway to the bison hunting ranges of the
east side of the divide. The Lewis and Clark Expedition
famously passed through the area in 1805 and 1805. The
first wagon road through the Northern Rockies, the
Mullan Road, arrived by 1860, leading to permanent
settlement of the area, and the establishment of Missoula as
a mill town. The arrival of the Northern Pacific
Railroad in 1883 further expanded Missoula’s economic
growth. Logging and milling would remain the mainstay of
Missoula’s economy into the 1980s, but mostly vanish by
the 1990s.
Looking at Silver Park and the Clark Fork today, it is hard
to imagine that for almost 100 years logs were floated and
lumber was processed by a large sawmill complex in the
heart of town. The 46-acre mill site was an integral part of
Missoula’s commerce and growth, until finally vacated
about 20 years ago. Brownfield status from the
Environmental Protection Agency marked the mill site as a
prime candidate for a public-private partnership to
renew the site into homes, shops, offices and the 15-acre
Silver Park. Following an environmental assessment, a
plan was developed in coordination with the Montana Department of Environmental Quality calling for the emoval
and disposal of the site’s contaminated soils.

REUSE AND RENEWAL
Most of the materials removed from the mill site have been
salvaged and cleverly repurposed for other uses in the parks
rehabilitation and restoration. For example, 15,000 tons of
wood waste was removed from the site
and composted and reused in city parks. Old concrete foundations were unearthed and crushed, then use.
Abandoned buildings were deconstructed and the
materials used to build the expertly crafted shelters
recently erected by crews of volunteers in Silver Park.
A mixed use development called the Old Sawmill District
will be constructed directly south of Silver Park,
consisting of a blend of residential, retail, and commercial
spaces planned to integrate with Missoula’s recreational
river front commons.

The selected artist or artist team will create an original artwork to be placed in Silver Park. The artwork to be selected
will be centrally located in a vibrant public space adjacent
to the Clark Fork River, and experienced primarily by visitors relaxing or recreating on foot and by bike.

A TRIBUTE TO THE SILVER FAMILY’S VISION
The Silver family has been leaders in both the business and
the philanthropic communities for generations. As business
leaders, the Silver family established a legacy of caring for
their employees by saving jobs during tough economic
downturns, and paying college tuition for workers and their
families. Today, the F. Morris and Helen Silver Foundation
continues the vision of the family’s commitment to
Missoula’s well-being and progress through generous
grants to organizations throughout the city.
Silver Park is a symbol of the Silver Family’s progressive
values of community centered farsightedness and allowing
human ingenuity to take its course. These values
acknowledge and support Missoula’s development from a
natural resource based economy to a more diversified,
complex market place. This evolution is clear in the
repurposing of the former mill site from heavy industry to a
parkland for the community to recreate and enjoy our
town’s beautiful riverside. A short time ago, the 15 acres of
industrial brownfield that were once part of the largest industrial complex in Missoula presented a predicament to
town leaders. But with the cooperation of local government
and the innovative determination of local businesses, the
land has now been revitalized and reclaimed for a new
generation of users.

The Public Art Committee expects the work to be an iconic
and enduring landmark of the highest quality in both
execution and concept. The commissioned work can be in
any medium. The Public Art Committee encourages
proposals that balance the artistic design in the artwork
with the setting, history, and re-purposing theme of Silver
Park. Though well-integrated into its site, the artwork
should be very legible as an autonomous artistic
intervention in the landscape. At the same time, the artwork
must permit the uses and functions of its larger context.
Artwork must be safe, durable and low-maintenance in the
Missoula climate and park environment.
Following approval of an art concept, the selected artist or
artist team will continue on with design development and
implementation of the artwork.
The centerpiece sculpture is meant to commemorate the
Silver Family’s enterprising vision and commitment to
Missoula’s progress, and meet the following criteria:
 The sculpture should be a unique artwork of












outstanding quality that will bring enduring focus to
Morris and Helen Silver’s profound imprint on
Missoula history.
The sculpture should include the use of some
re-purposed, salvaged and/or recycled materials to
suggest the theme of renewal.
The sculpture should artistically embody the qualities
necessary to bringing about a vibrant, healthy, just,
integrated, and sustainable 21stCentury Missoula.
The sculpture should use the approaches and
techniques of contemporary art, but still pay homage
to Missoula's progressive roots and forward-thinking
values.
The sculpture must be cohesive with Silver Park’s
tone and development as a whole.
The sculpture must be completed in 2015 Spring/
Summer, with an unveiling event in warm weather of
2015
The sculpture must reflect the values of the Silver
family: progress, transformation, providing jobs in
hard times, enriching Missoula, giving to those in
need, valuing education.

THE PROJECT: SITE SPECIFICATION

TIMELINE OVERVIEW

This project involves the direct commission of
artwork for Silver Park in Missoula, MT. There are
two suggested locations provided by the Public Art
Committee:

Submissions Due:
Monday, June 30, 2014, no later than 5:00 pm.

Site #1: Tribute Pedestal to the north of the
Pavilion.

Selection Committee Review:
Tuesday, July 1 - Thursday, July 17, 2014.

The location for this call is centrally located in the
Park, and spatially ties into the main Pavilion building
to the south. This site will enjoy lots of interaction
from visitors, and can be seen from most everywhere
in the park. A pedestal has been built by the Parks
Department that will function as the base for the
chosen proposal. This existing triangular shaped
pedestal includes a bench-like perimeter wall. Inside
this "seating wall", is a continuous poured concrete
slab with 3 flush mounted lights for up-lighting the
work. See photos for pedestal and light configuration.

Finalists Announced:
Friday, July 18, 2014.
Finalists Develop Scale Models for Interview:
Saturday, July 19 - Sunday, September 14, 2014.
Selection Committee Interviews Finalists:
Monday, September 15 - Thursday, September 18,
2014.
Commission Awarded:
Friday, September 19, 2014.
Preferred deadline for installation:
Summer, 2015. The exact date will be scheduled
between the artist, the City of Missoula Public Art
Committee Chair and a City of Missoula
Representative.

PEDESTAL DIMENSIONS:
 the perimeter is approximately
30' long x 19' wide with radius'd
corners.
 the perimeter seating wall is 23"
tall x 18" wide.
 the slab is recessed 16" into the
perimeter wall.

