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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

gcnash01@gmail.com
Tuesday, August 23, 2022 11:05 AM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Property tax increase

Council Members:
I am writing to complain regarding the planned increase in property taxes. I can’t do it! I believe I pay about the highest
property tax in Missoula. I pay every year close to $7,000, which I can barely afford now, and I cannot afford another
increase, or I will be forced to sell my house and I have no where else to go. My husband passed away last year and left
me with very little income. I am a senior citizen and have been retired for more than 20 years and I am on a fixed
income, barely making it. I feel the city can find another way to get money than to increase our property taxes. What
about putting a tax on hotels, cigarettes or alcohol or things like that?
Please reconsider this property tax increase. I feel there is another way. It is going to leave a lot of people, like me in
the same situation with nowhere else to go.
Thank you for your consideration,
Gail Nash
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Ginny Merriam
Tuesday, August 23, 2022 4:08 PM
Amy Hanson; Andy Schultz; Anne Hughes; Ashley Brittner Wells (she/her); Aubrey
Nilsen; Becky Goodrich; Betsy Willett; Brad Davis; Bret Serbin; Carol Blodgett; Cary
Shimek; Cathy Janney; Charity Stubb; Cheryl Schatz; Corena Maurer; David Erickson; Don
Whalen; Ed Nesselroad (pentoad@aol.com); Freddy Monares; Ginny Merriam; Gordy
Hughes; Grp. PD Administration; Heather Adams; Heidi Bakula (she, hers); Heidi Meili;
Heidi Starrett; Jessica Miller; Josh Burnham; Kaimin Editors
(editor@montanakaimin.com); Kalina Wickham (she/her); Karen Gasvoda; KECI NEWS
DIRECTOR; Keith Schubert; Kelly Elam; Kevin Slovarp; KGVO
(kgvonewsroom@townsquaremedia.com); KPAX NEWS DIRECTOR (news@kpax.com);
KTMF NEWS DIRECTOR (newsroom@abcfoxmontana.com); KUFM ASSISTANT NEWS
DIRECTOR (edward.obrien@umontana.edu); KUFM NEWS DIRECTOR
(sally.mauk@umontana.edu); Laura Zuckerman; Staci Shepard; Logan McInnis; Lori Hart;
Lori Hudak; Lydia Arnold; Madeline Broom; Maritsa Georgiou; Martin Kidston; Marty
Rehbein; MCAT NEWS DIRECTOR (jbaird@mcat.org);
missoulacommunityradio@gmail.com; MISSOULIAN NEWS EDITOR
(newsdesk@missoulian.com); Nick Chrestenson; Nora Mabie; Paul Hamby; Peter
Christian (peterc@centric.net); Rick Sanders; Rob Chaney; Ross Mollenhauer; Sarah Bell;
Seaborn Larson; Seeley Swan Pathfinder; Sherry Devlin; Teresa Waldorf; Tom Bauer;
Willy Miller; Zoe Buchli
Grp. City Council and City Web Site; Aaron Wilson; Alicia Vanderheiden; Angela
Simonson; Annie Gorski; Brian Hensel; Cage Urquhart; Dale Bickell; Donna Gaukler;
D'Shane Barnett; Ellen Buchanan; Eran Pehan; Eric Hallstrom; Ian Ortlieb; Jaeson White;
Jeremy Keene; Jil Dunn; Jim Nugent; John Adams; John Engen; Katie Emery (She/Her);
Kelleen Roseboom (she/her); Kirsten Hands; Laurie Clark; Lee Macholz; Leigh Griffing;
Matthew Lawson; Megan Smith; Mike Brady; Montana James (she/her); Ryan Applegate;
Scot Colwell; Walter Banziger
City Council approves FY2023 budget
City Council passes budget 220823.pdf

Dear news professionals,
The Missoula City Council worked into the early morning hours Tuesday to complete and approve the City’s budget for
Fiscal Year 2023.
See our attached news release for highlights of the budget. Acting Mayor Gwen Jones is available for interviews.
Ginny Merriam
Communications Director
City of Missoula
435 Ryman St.
Missoula, MT 59802
Office: (406) 552-6007
Cell: (406) 546-7692
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NEWS ADVISORY
Aug. 23, 2022
For immediate release

City Council Passes Fiscal Year 2023 Budget
Members of the Missoula City Council worked past 3 a.m. Tuesday to pass the City’s budget for
the new fiscal year with few amendments.
In an extraordinarily tight budget year, this budget preserves services that Missoula residents
need and want – fire protection, police services, street maintenance, clean and safe public
parks, an abundant supply of drinking water, help for Missoula’s less fortunate residents and
people in crisis and more. It also funds a few relatively newer services, such as the Mobile
Support Team, which responds to people experiencing mental and behavioral health
emergencies in the community.
The $276 million budget also provides $546,000 for a code reform project that aims to update
and simplify City codes to facilitate new housing construction; $250,000 to support the City’s
Affordable Housing Trust Fund; $964,000 for Operation Shelter initiatives, which provide
services for people experiencing homelessness; a $479,000 loan to support architectural design
and infrastructure construction on the Scott Street housing project, the largest affordable home
ownership project in state history; and $75,000 for statewide advocacy and coalition-building
for the 100% Clean Energy project.
The budget also makes significant infrastructure investments, including maintaining the City’s
commitments to water system improvements totaling $19 million. The City is investing $10.3
million in its wastewater utility, including the largest non-export solar project in the state at the
Wastewater Treatment Plant as a step toward accomplishing City climate goals. And the City
has begun the Mullan Road area $23 million BUILD grant project that will improve the
transportation network and provide for housing opportunities and enable the implementation
of the Sxwtpqyen area master plan.

“If we had more resources, we’d be doing a lot more in a lot more areas,” Acting Mayor Gwen
Jones said. “But we have limited resources, so we have to prioritize, and this year it is
maintaining service levels and making sure our employees are paid enough so that we can
retain them and honoring out collective bargaining agreements. Other than that, there’s not a
lot of new things funded in this budget.”
This year’s budget requires an increase to City taxes of about 11.6 percent, adding about $44.99
per $100,000 of assessed value of a home. The state-assessed value differs from a home’s
market value, running at about half of market value. City taxes are 30.4 percent of a property’s
tax bill. Visit Missoula County iTax at https://itax.missoulacounty.us/itax/ to research your tax
bill.
City levies usually increase a few percentage points per year. During the past two budget years
during the pandemic, the City reduced City levies by 0.02 percent last year and 0.23 percent the
year before. In addition, inflation is a continuing challenge for the City, showing up in areas like
fuel and labor costs.
For detailed information about the new budget, visit the City’s budget web page at
https://www.ci.missoula.mt.us/2914/FY2023-Preliminary-Budget .
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For interviews, contact: Communications Director Ginny Merriam at
gmerriam@ci.missoula.mt.us or 406-552-6007.

