City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

J. Kevin Hunt <jkhesq23@gmail.com>
Monday, August 22, 2022 10:59 AM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Exec Budget: WALK THE WALK - DEFUND ROGERS INT'L

Dear City Councilors:
I've been very disappointed by the lack of a firm and meaningful public statement by the Acting Mayor, unequivocally
disavowing and denouncing the outrageous, contract-breaching conduct of Rogers International depicted and described
by a photo and story in The Missoulian on or about August 12, 2022.
I understand you will have motions before you at this evening's (Monday 8/22/2022) City Council meeting, proposing a
budgetary response to this problem during consideration of the FY 2022-2023 city Executive Budget. I understand that
this will be the final time for citizen comments on that proposed budget.
I support total defunding of Rogers International contracted services and transfer of that $630,000 line item amount, to
continued funding of the very successful and money-saving Mobile Crisis Response Unit.
At Saturday's celebration of life for the late Mayor, Sen. Tester remarked that Mayor Engen would greet and treat an
unhoused person the same as he would a U.S. Senator. That's a testament to someone who walks the walk rather than
just talking the talk.
At the same time, it struck me that when Sen. Tester arrived at the stadium, he was not greeted by a half-dozen young
men clad in battle dress, with bandanas obscuring their identities, displaying firearms and harassing the Senator.
That is what the City of Missoula paid private "security" firm Rogers International $670,000 this year to do to folks at the
city's authorized urban camping place occupied by 10-40 unhoused persons.
Rogers International must be defunded immediately. I hope that those who agree, will attend this evening's City Council
meeting which is our last opportunity to comment on the proposed Executive budget that allots $630,000 to Rogers
International for another year of city taxpayer funded mistreatment and terrorizing of lawful urban campers and
incompetent provision of "security."
At a recent Council meeting, Councilor Hess touted what he called very creative budgeting, and suggested that
Councilors and citizens opposed to City endorsement of the County's proposed 20-mil property tax levy, were using
"uncreative" as a disingenuous euphemism for advocating budget cuts.
Councilor Hess — and all of you — have the opportunity this evening (thanks to hard work by Councilors Carlino &
Jordan) to truly be creative, end taxpayer-funded harassment of sheltered persons, and fund important programs
without asking Missoulians to pay yet higher property taxes that already threaten elderly and fixed-income homeowners
with loss of their housing, and alteady displace from housing struggling renters unto whom property tax increases are
passed as rent increases.
Defund Rogers International for its contract-breaching conduct. Shift money from that line item, and from surplus and
other available funds, to the funding of unfunded/underfunded services that enhance Missoula's liveability, provide
essential services to those in greatest need, and save overburdened taxpayers from loss of their homes.
/s/ J. Kevin Hunt
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Ward 1 Homeowner with Property Tax Lien on his home.
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Bob Giordano <mist@strans.org>
Monday, August 22, 2022 10:30 AM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Jeremy Keene; Ben Weiss; Aaron Wilson
support for neighborhood traffic improvements, budgeting

Hello City Council,
I write in support of more funding for sustainable transportation improvements, for your budgeting.
It seems that the neighborhood traffic management plans and programs are having great success. For low cost, more
traffic circles and place making initiatives can take root and make our community better and more inclusive.
Can we increase the budget for these programs by 100K, or 50k, or a minimum of 25k? Whatever Public Works thinks
they can utilize, then I think we should provide that amount.
Thank you very much for you work to make Missoula a better place. Improving neighborhood mobility and place making,
primarily for people that use and desire low impact modes of transportation, like walking and cycling, seems like a
wonderful investment.
Thanks again,
Sincerely, Bob Giordano, Director,
Free Cycles Missoula,
Missoula Institute for Sustainable Transportation mist@strans.org, 406.541.7284
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

J. Kevin Hunt <jkhesq23@gmail.com>
Monday, August 22, 2022 10:25 AM
Daniel Carlino
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Re: Private forces harass campers in other cities, also

Dear Councilman Carlino:
Thank you for responding to my concerns and for sharing the correspondence from the defense attorney constituent.
I've been very disappointed by the lack of a firm and meaningful public statement by the Acting Mayor, unequivocally
disavowing and denouncing the outrageous, contract-breaching conduct of Rogers International depicted and described
by a photo and story in The Missoulian on or about August 12, 2022.
I understand you will be proposing a budgetary response to this problem at tonight's (Mon 8/22/2022) Missoula City
Council meeting at which the FY 2022-2023 city Executive Budget will be considered, and citizen comments on the
budget will be heard in the final public hearing on the propsed budget.
I support total defunding of Rogers International contracted services and transfer of that $630,000 line item amount, to
continued funding of the very successful and money-saving Mobile Crisis Response Team.
At Saturday's celebration of life for the late Mayor, Sen. Tester remarked that Mayor Engen would greet and treat an
unhoused person the same as he would a U.S. Senator. That's a testament to someone who walks the walk rather than
just talking the talk.
At the same time, it struck me that when Sen. Tester arrived at the stadium, he was not greeted by a half-dozen young
men clad in battle dress, with bandanas obscuring their identities, displaying firearms and harassing the Senator.
That is what the City of Missoula paid private "security" firm Rogers International $670,000 this year to do to folks at the
city's authorized urban camping place occupied by 10-40 unhoused persons.
Rogers International must be defunded immediately. I hope that those who agree, will attend this evening's City Council
meeting which is our last opportunity to comment on the proposed Executive budget that allots $630,000 to Rogers
International for another year of city taxpayer funded mistreatment and terrorizing of lawful urban campers and
incompetent provision of "security."
Thank you very much for your diligent efforts to rein in inefficient expenditures and provide essential services without
displacing tax burdened fixed income homeowners and struggling renters from their housing.
Warm regards,

/s/ J. Kevin Hunt
308 Parkside Ln.
Missoula 59802
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On Sun, Aug 21, 2022, 1:08 PM Daniel Carlino <CarlinoD@ci.missoula.mt.us> wrote:
Thank you for your comment Mr. Hunt. I believe the city can do a much better job with a non-militarized, public entity
to take over that role. Continuing Rogers International’s contract or any other private security firm to take that armed
patrol of the neighborhoods & shelters will certainly be a disaster. Here is another comment I received recently from a
constituent regarding this:
“I have a client who was accused of assaulting Rogers International personnel, but I fear that charge may have been
filed to justify tasing my client for an extended period of time. He lost control of his bladder and bowels, and he
repeatedly screamed for the tasing to stop, while convulsing on the floor. I have no way to be absolutely sure what
happened, but I do believe the force used was excessive. That said, I’m very interested in what exactly they are
authorized and intended to do.
Also, is there now oversight of Rogers International? There’s a dangerously anemic oversight in cases of police brutality
and misconduct, but I fear there’s even less constraining this private company for its armed employees’ misdeeds.
Incidentally, I’m speaking as a concerned citizen and a defense attorney. I am not speaking on behalf of the State Public
Defenders, nor am I authorized to.”
Get Outlook for iOS
From: J. Kevin Hunt <jkhesq23@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 10:24:11 AM
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site <Council@ci.missoula.mt.us>
Subject: Private forces harass campers in other cities, also

We Heart Portland is an offshoot of We Heart Seattle, a nonprofit formed in
late 2020 by Andrea Suarez. The Seattle City Council rebuffed the organization
last year for its tactics, with several city councilors saying its work bordered on
harassment of homeless people. One member of the council likened it to
burglary. ..."
"...

-/s/ J. Kevin Hunt
Ward 1 Resident
(971) 295-1969
jkhesq23@gmail.com
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

vj <h2oshed1@hotmail.com>
Monday, August 22, 2022 10:18 AM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Budget Amendments to invest in affordable housing & sustainable community

Dear Missoula Council Members.
Council member Dan Carlino brought to my attention the opportunity for Missoula to increase its investment
in affordable housing and sustainability infrastructure.
I support his budget amendments to use ARPA funds, etc to fund these specific staff requests:
-add the staff requested amount of $600,000 towards the Affordable Housing Trust Fund
-add the staff requested amount of $300,000 to the Affordable Housing & Climate Action Incentives Program
-add $25,000 for the requested 100% Clean Energy Statewide Advocacy and Coalition Building
-add $15,000 for the requested Community Zero Waste Infrastructure, Incentives, and Capacity
I think these are wise investments and I hope you will support them.
I'm guessing that our late mayor would also see these as wise investments.
Thank you for your service.
Vicki Watson, University neighborhood
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Abdul Rahman <abdulrahman@michealmaharam.com>
Monday, August 22, 2022 8:38 AM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
We offer flexible loan options with great rates & low fees.

Hi council,
Are you seeking finance to facilitate your project? I wish to inform you that my associate grants easy loans to
individuals and companies at a low interest payback.
Please let us know within a week your possible comments if there is any interest.
Best regards
Abdul Rahman
HHI Lending Services
The best compliment my clients can give me is referral business from their friends and family. Thank you for your support.
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ERLYIRN 54 <erlyirn@hotmail.com>
Monday, August 22, 2022 3:16 PM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Budget

Who couldn't see this coming? It looked like a parade with the city float tossing ARPA money every where and
now that pot is drying up. For the last couple of years the city has had no problem finding the funds to buy
property so what is the problem with the budget? I do not think the city should be in the "land banking"
business and needs to divest itself of these properties and return the money.
Rodgers International. The city in no way should be paying for private security to patrol around the Pov and
surrounding areas, if the Pov feels the need for guards or more security they should be dealing with it.
Greg Tollefson
136 Arrowhead Dr.
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

OCOTILLO CA <+14429003956>
Monday, August 22, 2022 4:48 PM
Council VM
Voice Mail (11 seconds)
audio.mp3

Do you own your own business? I am sorry you don't qualify, but have a great day.
You received a voice mail from OCOTILLO CA.

Thank you for using Transcription! If you don't see a transcript above, it's because the audio quality was not clear enough to
transcribe.
Set Up Voice Mail
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

kathleen Kimble <kimblekathleen@gmail.com>
Monday, August 22, 2022 4:52 PM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Budget cuts/vote

I’m writing to urge, desperately urge, Missoula City Council & acting Mayor Jones to rein in the budget tonight 8/22/22.
This is a year for some cuts; for no increases unless mandated by law; and no additions to the budget spending.
Some property tax bill increases are not within your control, so we plead with you to use the controls that you do have
within your power.
Low-income and fix-income Missoula taxpayers especially are hurting and already at risk of losing homes. Already
skipping health care & other essentials.
No, most are not eligible for state tax relief. The state’s income cap on eligibility is ridiculously low.
Please do the right thing with the tax & budget decisions within your control. Leave optional spending for future years,
while you work in the meantime on alternative funding for those, so it isn’t crushing homeowners.
I’ve worked my entire adult life in Missoula, averaging $11 an hour.
I’m now pulling money out of my small ira, at a much faster rate than I ever anticipated. It’s unsustainable. You can help.
Please do so.
Thank you,
Kathleen Kimble
Ward 3
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mark Anderlik <manderlik@igc.org>
Monday, August 22, 2022 6:00 PM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Missoula City Budget 2023

I can't attend tonight's budget meeting, so I want to add my thoughts in an email.
In Missoula we are facing several crises at once. Among them are: the existential climate crisis, housing and mental
health. The city needs to make the maximum effort toward each of these.
1. I support fully funding the 3 climate programs that currently are slated to receive $0 in funding.
2. I support fully funding the Affordable Housing Trust Fund as requested by the staff. $850,000 even seems
too small. Use the ARPA money to fully fund this program.
3. I support providing an additional $261,000 in funding for the mobile crisis team.
Thank you for your work.
Mark Anderlik
Resident Ward 6
manderlik@igc.org
406-207-1884
-Mark Anderlik manderlik@igc.org 406-207-1884 cell/text
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Blake Nicolazzo <blakenico@gmail.com>
Monday, August 22, 2022 6:45 PM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Brett Haverstick; Irestone Web Design; Blake Nicolazzo
Bear resistant coexistence tools

Hi friends,
First, my condolences for your personal loss in relation to John Engen’s passing. He sure made an impression and I’m
positive you all formed relationships so…my thoughts are with you.
In regard to the budget conversation, I’d love to throw my absolute support for allocating funds in order to get
Missoula’s residents access to secure garbage (and all attractant) containment. Bear-resistant garbage bins and
containment structures are truly essential if we actually want to manage the root cause of bear conflict- the human
footprint.
As a citizen, I’ve been focused on this issue for years. It’s time we listen to what is resoundingly true- backed by lots of
evidence, notably in the film “Bears of Durango”. At the screening of this film at ZACC earlier this year, I were thrilled to
see 3 council members present.
We are really at an opportune crossroads here! So many people have been trying for so many years- let’s give wildlife
and human coexistence a win.
If we stay on point on this issue and move our community towards being truly “Bear Smart”, that will be a success that
lots of other places will emulate. We can do a lot of good here and that has to be what we’re about in this place called
Missoula.
As I like to remind folks - we humans are at once the problem and the solution.
Good luck with the budget process.
Best,
Blake Nicolazzo
Missoula
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

sue silverberg <outlook_8AD3FE66482FBE3E@outlook.com>
Monday, August 22, 2022 2:15 PM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
homelessness in Missoula
letter to city council on homelessness.docx

Sent from Mail for Windows

1

To the Missoula City Council,
Hi, my name is Sue Silverberg and I live in ward five and would like to give comment about how
the city is approaching the homeless population, particularly the homeless encampment. First
of all, I want to thank the city council members for your hard work and dedication-I know your
jobs are not easy, particularly during the current time, after the very sad loss of our Mayor John
Engen. My comments come from experience as a mental health counselor who has worked
with adults with serious mental illness for the past 17 years-ten of which were at the Western
MT Mental health Center-in many roles, including case manager, intake person, supervisor of
the program that worked with the homeless, and as a counselor. Although I commend the
council for dealing with this very important issue, I have concerns of how the homeless
encampment is being managed-as has been reported in the Missoulian. I am not sure how the
decisions have been made regarding this encampment, but there seem to be many problems
that are not getting addressed and that are making this encampment less than humane. Clearly
any encampment that is going to feel safe and allow for humane living conditions must include
shade areas, water, protection from the cold, and comfortable spaces for people to
reside. Although the encampment likely needs some form of security to keep people in and out
of the encampment safe, hiring an out of state security company such as Rogers International
at an exorbitant cost, also seems less than humane-and likely to incite anger, desperation, and
a feeling of powerlessness among the encampment. People living there have to have a say, and
feel like they are part of our community, not garbage that is being tossed away, out of sight out
of mind. As you likely know, the majority of people who are homeless in our community are
dealing with difficult circumstances; trauma, financial insecurity, Veterans with PTSD and
people with overall mental illness-which also includes addiction, though addiction is often
labeled as a personality problem, when it is really an issue of mental illness and trauma.I
absolutely realize that homelessness is a complicated issue for our community to address but it
is not one that is going away any time soon unless we address the underlying reasons for
homelessness-again very complicated. In the mean- time, we need solutions that are
thoughtful, caring, and humane. In this vein, I urge you to reconsider the way the encampment
is designed and administered, and use funding to address the aforementioned issues so that
the homeless have a place to live safely, with basic human needs being addressed. Please use
the funding that is being used for Roger’s International Security to address these issues and find
another source for local and community oriented security concerns. If I can be of any assistance
on this issue, I would love to be involved. Thanks for your consideration!
Warmly,
Sue Silverberg
230 S. Davis
Missoula, MT 59801
406-549-0051
,silverbergsue@gmail.com

