City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Rob Werkman <thespclst@gmail.com>
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 10:31 PM
Gwen Jones
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Re: Green policies in the valley

Thank you Gwen, I read through the manual and it was very informative.
It’s nice to know there’s a plan in place to preserve the culture and protect the environment of Missoula. I understand
we cannot stop people from moving here but I may have some suggestions for curbing this awful trend. I travel for work
and was in Phoenix recently, along the highway there was a large billboard that read, Montana, open for adventure. I
think we should stop this immediately.
We should also establish an anti-Montana tourism board. Produce some commercials showing some sad SoCal families
that moved here and became bored with the lack of city nightlife and the cold cold winters, finally deciding to
leave. Another point that I think would be highly effective would be to highlight bear attacks. Drive home the point that
danger lurks around every corner. Maybe have a family leaving the Good Food store being attacked by a mountain lion,
our new movie studio going in could produce it.
I know when I travel I share these things with as many people as possible.
The reality is despite all efforts the greatest detriment to any place on the planet is people. I’m doing my part to keep
people away, for Montana, and for the people of Montana.
Thank you again,
Rob Werkman
Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 9, 2022, at 17:29, Gwen Jones <JonesG@ci.missoula.mt.us> wrote:

Dear Mr. Werkman, thank you for your email. I would direct you to the City of Missoula's
Growth Policy, which I think proactively addressed exactly the issue you raise.
https://www.ci.missoula.mt.us/1748/Our-Missoula-Growth-Policy

Our Missoula Growth Policy | Missoula, MT - Official Website
TOGETHER. INVOLVED. SHAPING THE FUTURE.. Background. The 'Our Missoula' City Growth Policy is the
fundamental policy document that guides growth and development in Missoula.Citizen input flows
through the document, providing continuity from the early education and engagement phases of the
public involvement process through to developing policy directions, which empower community members
with ...
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www.ci.missoula.mt.us

I would add that we cannot stop people from moving to Missoula, so it is always a balance of
how we grow to accommodate people, yet preserve our beautiful valley and environment.
Sincerely,
Gwen Jones
Ward 3 City Councilwoman
606 Woodford St., Missoula, MT 59801
406 549-3295

Note: All emails to and from this address are in the public domain.
From: Rob Werkman <thespclst@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 1:01 PM
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site <Council@ci.missoula.mt.us>
Subject: Green policies in the valley
I’m wondering how the council balances the ideas of population growth and the environment in the
valley? These two ideas are in direct opposition to one another. For every meadow destroyed and
replaced with housing the landscape is forever marred. We will never get it back. This ecosystem is
already heavily burdened with a global change in weather and we are further making it uninhabitable by
depleting it’s greatest resource, the water. I believe you’re trying to balance these two forces but I’m
afraid more of our species crammed into a confined space will only ruin it for everyone.
Thank you,
Rob Werkman
Sent from my iPhone
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sandra Vasecka
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 9:41 PM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Missing some Wednesday meetings

Good evening all,
I have a few conflicts and will be in and out of meetings tomorrow. Thanks for all you do!
Sandra Vasecka
Missoula City Council
Ward 6
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jordan Hess
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 9:36 PM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Absent Wednesday Afternoon

Good evening,
I’ll be absent from our afternoon committee meetings tomorrow. I’ll be staffing the Big Sky Passenger Rail Authority
booth at the Western Montana Fair. Come say hi after committees and chat about passenger rail!
Thanks for understanding,
Jordan

Jordan Hess | he/him | Alderman
Missoula City Council, Ward 2
406-552-6225 | hessj@ci.missoula.mt.us
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gwen Jones
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 5:30 PM
Rob Werkman; Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Re: Green policies in the valley

Dear Mr. Werkman, thank you for your email. I would direct you to the City of Missoula's Growth Policy, which
I think proactively addressed exactly the issue you raise.
https://www.ci.missoula.mt.us/1748/Our-Missoula-Growth-Policy

Our Missoula Growth Policy | Missoula, MT - Official Website
TOGETHER. INVOLVED. SHAPING THE FUTURE.. Background. The 'Our Missoula' City Growth Policy is the
fundamental policy document that guides growth and development in Missoula.Citizen input flows
through the document, providing continuity from the early education and engagement phases of the
public involvement process through to developing policy directions, which empower community members
with ...
www.ci.missoula.mt.us

I would add that we cannot stop people from moving to Missoula, so it is always a balance of how we grow to
accommodate people, yet preserve our beautiful valley and environment.
Sincerely,
Gwen Jones
Ward 3 City Councilwoman
606 Woodford St., Missoula, MT 59801
406 549-3295

Note: All emails to and from this address are in the public domain.
From: Rob Werkman <thespclst@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 1:01 PM
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site <Council@ci.missoula.mt.us>
Subject: Green policies in the valley
I’m wondering how the council balances the ideas of population growth and the environment in the valley? These two
ideas are in direct opposition to one another. For every meadow destroyed and replaced with housing the landscape is
forever marred. We will never get it back. This ecosystem is already heavily burdened with a global change in weather
and we are further making it uninhabitable by depleting it’s greatest resource, the water. I believe you’re trying to
balance these two forces but I’m afraid more of our species crammed into a confined space will only ruin it for
everyone.
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Thank you,
Rob Werkman
Sent from my iPhone
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jerry Dirnberger <dirnberger@aol.com>
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 5:04 PM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
a great opportunity

Hi, All
The Missoulian published my 'Letter to the Editor' last July 28th under the title: A Great Opportunity
I will submit it below, but first I want to mention that I am not so naive as to think this idea will end
homelessness in our City nor am do I believe it is not a complex issue. But I do believe efforts and action are
needed even if plans have to be tweaked. I would appreciate this idea be added as a agenda item to a City
Council meeting for the public to comment. thanks
A GREAT OPPORTUNITY
It is good to know that the City will be selling the Sleepy Inn and there will be money to help solve our
homeless situation. Let’s plan NOW so we can DO SOMETHING SOON. Here is my proposal: first, we need
money, got it. Second, we need some land, got it…lots of open land around the Ft. Missoula area that can be
leased if necessary. Third, we need housing, got it if we purchase livable sheds from the many local
manufacturers. Fourth, we need facilities, got it as there are several companies who can provide temporary porta-potties and shower trucks. Fifth, we need food catering, got it as the Poverello Center already does this to
other sites. Transportation is free as route 9 is nearby. Management and security are already in place as they are
used in other sites.
A hugh benefit for this proposal is that the Pov can now finalized its original commitment to the west-side
residents by allowing only their residents into the facility. Because the transients would now have an authorized
place to go, police can enforce ordinances and the west-side’s quality of life would return to normal.
If there are any naysayers, we would love to hear your plan that can be accomplished quickly and with the same
results or better.
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Abigail Grace Rudolph <abigail@apis-cor.com>
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 3:40 PM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Montana becomes first state to give broad approval to 3D printed construction

Hi,
Apis Cor, the company that makes 3D printed houses – and holds the Guiness Book of World Records for the
largest – is pleased to announce that Montana has just approved 3D printing as a modern construction
method, on par to traditional concrete block construction.
This is a big step forward for the housing industry in Montana, which as you know has been struggling with low
inventory levels and extremely high pricing increases, affecting everyone.
This is news that residents of the state (and the region!) will take pride in as it is a clear signal that the state is
supportive of regulatory freedoms, advocating for progress and innovation.
See the full press release here, which is under embargo until Monday, August 15th.
To support this story, we can offer:
 Visual assets, including b-roll for broadcast
 An interview with Tim Stark, the local real estate developer who pushed this forward
 Additional commentary from Apis Cor co-founder and CEO Anna Cheniuntai
Reply here if you’d like any of the additional pieces; I will coordinate getting you what you need!
Abigail G. Rudolph
Executive Assistant to CEO
To help protect y our priv acy , Microsoft O ffice prev ented automatic download of this picture from the
Internet.

Apis Cor...Driving innovation through autonomous construction.

-Information in this email is CONFIDENTIAL
The contents of this email message are confidential and protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient
of this email message, please be informed that any unauthorized review, forwarding, copying, disclosure or any kind of
use of this information is prohibited. If you have received it by mistake please let the sender know about it by replying to
this e-mail and then delete this email message and all its copies from your computer. Thank you.
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

J. Kevin Hunt <jkhesq23@gmail.com>
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 1:08 PM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Requested Corrections to 8/3/22 HRCP Minutes
8-3-22 Requested HRCP Minutes CorrectionsFINAL.pdf

TO: Missoula City Council;
Missoula City Council Committee on Housing, Redevelopment and Community Programs
FROM: Citizen J. Kevin Hunt -- Ward 1 fixed income homeowner
DATE: August 9, 2022
RE: Request for corrections to Draft Minutes of Aug. 3, 2022 HRCP Meeting
______________________________________
THIS REQUEST is also attached as a pdf document in order to ensure proper formatting and comprehensibility. Please
download/print said attachment.
Greetings:
The undersigned citizen respectfully requests corrections to the Draft Minutes of the 8/3/2022 Housing,
Redevelopment & Community Programs Committee (HRCP) Minutes, as proposed below. Other than with respect to
suggested spelling/grammatical correction(s) and small verbiage modifications for clarity, some minimal added
substantive verbiage is requested, as the current verbiage adds little to the recitation of citizen commenters' names, and
omits a major point of discussion among HRCP members and Ms. Harris-Shears. Without the requested minimal added
substantive verbiage, the public (already greatly disengaged from the policymaking process) will not be aware of matters
of significant public concern discussed by HRPC and raised by citizens, and less likely to learn of those matters due to the
multiple layers of information archiving.
Requested additions are in italicized Georgia (Times New Roman in the attached pdf) font. Requested deletions
are within [brackets]. Boldfaced text is per original. To conserve space, verbatim original language not germane to the
requested amendments is omitted and replaced by ellipses within braces { ... }. (In the attached pdf, all requested
corrections are also highlighted in yellow).
____________________________________
{ ...}
3.2 Short Term Rental Data Analysis
Jordan Hess re-joined the meeting at 1:18 p.m.
Information Only
{ ... }
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Emily Harris-Shears, Housing Policy Specialist, CPDI [elaborated] provided [on the data] an analysis of the data [results,]
and gave further context to the findings. She addressed whether study data would be further analyzed in
response to three pre-meeting questions received from [council/] HRCP members and the public, examined the
\potential impact of STRs on the community, and outlined future recommendations based on the data analysis. For
[further information] elaboration, please watch the attached video.
The committee, Ms. James, Ms. Henderson, and Ms. Harris-Shears discussed the following:
 Clarification on data points regarding various results obtained from the analysis
 Registration fees, types of fees assessed, potential fee increases and where the funds from the fee increase would be
utilized
 State and local ordinances/statutes regulating short-term rentals including city, county, and state tax regulations and
taxes paid by STR units
 The use of Granicus to obtain the data.
 Granicus’s potential to implement compliance software to aid in optimizing regulatory [oversite] oversight of STRs[,]
and cost of that oversight
 How STRs overlap with the affordable housing issues and future trends
 A possible ban of short-term rentals and the implications concerning previously registered units. Ben Brewer, Planning
Supervisor, CPDI provided information on the yearly registration requirements. Jim Nugent, City Attorney, City
Attorney’s Office, elaborated on existing land use, zoning regulation adoption and legal nonconforming use.
 Outreach, engagement, education, and information sharing initiatives geared to inform STR unit owners of registration
requirements

 Ms. Harris-Shears' opinion that further analysis of the data with respect to three issues previously

identified by two citizens and Councilman/HRCP member Carlino, should, in the interest of employee time
conservation, be forgone in favor of simply observing trends revealed by ongoing surveillance of the
Granicus client dashboard.
Public Comment:
Whitney Bergman[,] (General Manager of the Best Western Motel, Grant Creek in Missoula and [the] Chair of the
Missoula Tourism Business Improvement District), related being priced out of Missoula housing, and voiced [their]
concerns [on short term rentals] about: the effect of the current minimalist STR regulatory policy on housing
pricing and availability, and the negative consequences of not analyzing the Granicus data now for answers
to three issues identified previously by citizens and Councilman Carlino; and requested that any HRPC
members in the STR business disclose same on the record at this meeting.
Bob Oaks commented on the discrepancies between a University of Montana Study on STRs [data] and the reported
Granicus data.
Kevin Hunt [- expressed their concerns regarding short-term rentals including population density and information
reporting] concurred with citizen Bergman's extensive Comments and said the Granicus study does not reveal
abuses occurring under the current laissez-faire approach to STR regulation, such as unethical conduct by
real estate brokers misrepresenting themselves to homeowners as families seeking housing as part of a
scheme to purchase multiple properties for conversion to STRs, noting that the State Realty Board has
opened a disciplinary proceeding in response to a complaint of such conduct filed by Mr. Hunt. He also
10

explained why he agreed with citizen Bergman re consequences of failing to fully analyze the Granicus data
now, and urged the HRCP to view the Granicus data in light of overall City housing and zoning policies,
which he contended were shielding wealthy neighborhoods from involuntary densification.
{ ... }
__________________________________________
The undersigned will endeavor be available to provide further justifications for the foregoing requested
corrections, including via his attendance at the next HRCP meeting.
Respectfully,
/s/ J. Kevin Hunt
Ward 1 resident homeowner
308 Parkside Ln.
Missoula, MT 59802-3130
Tel. (971) 295-1969 (detailed voice messages permitted)
Email: jkhesq23@gmail.com
--30--
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

J. Kevin Hunt <jkhesq23@gmail.com>
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 3:51 AM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
[CORRECTED] Prop tax levy: virtue signalling and manufacturing consent

NOTE: In the originally sent version of this email, I inadvertently made a statement to "Councilor Jordan" that was
intended for Councilor (Jordan) Hess." I apologize for that error, which is corrected in below in this version which
supplants the original. -- jkh
Dear City Councilors:
At this evening's August 8, 2022 City Council meeting, Councilors Hess, Jones, Nugent, et al continued to wring their
hands and endorse the County Commissioners' referral of a ballot measure to increase property taxes, on the basis that
their revenue-raising hands are tied by the legislature, and increased revenues are the only solution, which means more
property taxes must be levied. Councilor Hess maintained that the City's budgeting is "very creative" and accused those
of us who disagree, of using "'lack of creativity' [as] a euphemism for 'make cuts." Moreover, the boutique liberal
Council majority has lost touch with the working class, and with the elderly, disabled and other fixed income long
time homeowners, as it engages in virtue signalling and promotion of false choices by insisting that a property tax levy
election will "show what Missoulians' values and priorities are."
Horse puckey! Those hand-wringing canned speeches are repeated again and again not because the people don't yet get
it, but are repeated in order to manufacture our consent by establishing nonsense as truth. And it's not that we don't get
it, it's that we know it's a colossal cop out. "How so?" you ask. Well, let's just examine the elements of the canned
speeches:
(1) "Our hands are tied. I've gone to the legislature and they aren't interested in what I have to say." This presupposes
that increased revenues are the sole option. Yet, at the same time, the Executive Budget which Councilor Hess claims to
be immensely creative, contains (as pointed out by Councilor Jordan) such items as a $400,000 allocation to Missoula
Police Dept. labeled "other." (Wow. Why is the item so secret? Does MPD plan to install facial recognition cameras and
license plate readers all over town? Where is our referendum on that allocation?). As Councilor Vasecka made clear,
opposition to the referendum is not tantamount to opposing the spectacularly successful and money-saving mobile
mental health crisis unit and other programs and services that are increasingly vital. Rather, we of like mind in opposing
the referral do indeed say that to maintain continuity of those services, it is necessary to place some discretionary
spending on the backburner. A property tax levy referendum ought to be a last resort. By passing this utterly toothless
resolution urging the County Commissioners to do something they've already voted to do, the Council is disingenuously
implying that consideration of all alternatives has been exhausted. How many other big items labeled "other" are in the
City budget?
(2) "The levy referendum is a means for Missoulians to express their values and priorities." This is virtue
signalling coupled with shaming, and it's especially disingenuous sophistry. A valid public opinion poll on budget items
would sample the peoples' priorities and values. By contrast, this big levy ballot measure presents the public with
the false choice of either using the funding mechanism of increased property taxes, or discontinuing necessary
programs and services. This is a trite old trick politicians of all political/ideological stripes play all the time. It is quite
disappointing to see it played by MIssoula City Councilors. As Councilor Vasecka said so well in response to Councilor
Hess' vocalized suspicion that opponents of the resolution use "lack of creativity" as a euphemism for "make budget
cuts": Golly, we apologize if it looks that way. We'll bluntly say that when vital emergency services are beyond our
means, it's time to place some discretionary spending on the backburner. That, Councilor Hess, is an example of
prioritizing needs and expressing a hierarchy of values.
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(3) "We really, really care about the renters and fixed income homeowners barely hanging on, and if we could do
anything to ease their plight, we most certainly would, but we must address the swelling houseless
population." Yeah, you and Tolstoy, who wrote in his classic examination of poverty in Russian slums What Then, Must
We Do?:
"I sit on a man's back choking him and making him carry me, and yet assure myself and others that I am sorry for
him and wish to lighten his load by all means possible… except by getting off his back.”

In the same work, Tolstoy observes: "Surely this is simple enough. If I want to help the poor, that is, to make the
poor no longer poor, I must not produce poor people."
The City Council and County Commissioners, by contrast, proceed here under the precept that producing more
houseless people via a property tax levy is necessary in order to reduce the population of houseless people.

Yours very truly,
/s/
J. Kevin Hunt
Ward 1 fixed income Homeowner
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