City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jean Curtiss <jcurtiss53@gmail.com>
Monday, June 6, 2022 4:47 PM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Martin Kidston
Proposed zoning change in Grant Creek

Dear Council Members,
I am writing in opposition of the proposed zoning change that would allow 100s of apartments on the old gravel pit at
the mouth of the Grant Creek valley. I oppose it on the basis of public safety. I hope you have asked your first
responders for input.
The Grant Creek valley has one way in and out. The road is already at or beyond capacity for the traffic generated by
existing homes and recreational activities.
Complicating the situation is the fact that it intersects with I-90 and then becomes North Reserve Street, one if the
busiest roads in Montana.
As you are well aware, fire season in Montana starts earlier and lasts longer than ever before. The Grant Creek drainage
is one of those areas our firefighters have been concerned about for years because if the single access point. Putting
another 700 cars per day into this over capacity traffic situation is a crazy idea. There will be a fire in that drainage and
with the current and future fire conditions, it will burn hot and move fast. Homes will be lost. Think about Lolo's recent
fire. I know that a traffic plan is required and I don't see any possible way the traffic generated by this proposed zoning
change can be mitigated in this case. I am well aware that you are looking to address a housing shortage, too. However,
putting people's lives in danger by adding this much traffic to a road that is over capacity already is not a prudent
decision. Please note NO on this zoning change as public safety will be at risk. As a retired Missoula County
Commissioner I know the challenge you face in finding the balance here.
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Decrim Nature <decriminalizenaturemontana@gmail.com>
Monday, June 6, 2022 12:46 PM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Entheo Genesthai; Decriminalize Nature
Decriminalize Nature FAQs

Hello Missoula City Council Members,
Thank you for taking the time to read this, to educate yourselves about the Decriminalize Nature movement, and for
your support of the local resolution.
For those of you who still have questions or concerns regarding the proposed resolution, how it would work and what to
expect, we have prepared a collection of Frequently Asked Questions about the resolution process and what comes
after.
If these do not directly address your concerns or particular questions, please feel free to reach out to us for further
clarification, resources, or community support.
We appreciate your individual and collective works and contributions to this beautiful community.
Warmest regards,
The Decriminalize Nature Montana Team
https://decrimnaturemt.org/
https://www.facebook.com/decriminalizenaturemontana

Frequently Asked Questions
What are entheogens?
Entheogens are sacred, natural ethnobotanicals, often erroneously labeled as “drugs.” Common examples of
these plants and fungi include psilocybin mushrooms, ayahuasca, and cacti containing mescaline.
For millennia, cultures have respected entheogens for providing healing, knowledge, creativity, and spiritual
connection. Entheogenic plant practices have long historical roots in the Americas, Africa, Asia, and Europe,
yet this connection was severed for most of the global population long ago. More recently, scientific studies are
demonstrating that entheogens can be beneficial for treating conditions such as end-of-life anxiety, substance
abuse, addiction, cluster headaches, PTSD, neurodegeneration, anxiety, obsessive-compulsive disorder, and
treatment resistant depression, as well as reduce rates of intimate partner violence and recidivism.
Additionally, recent studies have shown entheogens to be beneficial to personal and spiritual growth. These
studies confirm the anecdotal evidence provided by entheogenic cultures that have traditionally engaged with
these plants.
I don’t partake in entheogens. Why and how is this resolution pertinent to me?
Here are just a few examples of many reasons this resolution might matter to you:
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-Perhaps you have some libertarian values and believe in individual liberty, reducing governmental
control over what we consume, and that only those acts that infringe upon the rights of another qualify as
crimes.
-Perhaps you know a veteran or a law enforcement officer who is affected by PTSD or a friend or
family member who struggles with addiction, obsessive-compulsive disorder, or depression; numerous
studies have shown the effectiveness of entheogens in treating all the above disorders, even when no other
treatments have been successful.
-Perhaps you know someone who is terminally ill and struggling with the death process; entheogens
have been shown to help people come to terms with dying and alleviate their anxiety.
-Perhaps you don’t believe in prisons profiting off people incarcerated for non-violent crimes; no one
should go to jail, lose their children, lose their job, or lose their citizen’s rights for attempting to access the
healing potential or self-exploration accessed through entheogenic plants and fungi.
-Perhaps you are an advocate for social justice; decriminalization of entheogens is one step towards
ending a drug war that disproportionately marginalizes and persecutes poor people and people of color.
Furthermore, decriminalization aims to make access to the healing potential of entheogens equitably
accessible to all humans.
-Perhaps you care about the environment and want others to be inspired to do the same; studies have
shown that entheogenic use tends to increase one’s care for and connection to the natural world.
-Perhaps you want to protect nature from commodification; decriminalization ensures people have
direct access to entheogens and ensures this access to nature as an inalienable right.
-Perhaps you have studied the history of the war on drugs and want to right a wrong decision made
by President Nixon based on misinformation, fear, and discrimination.
-Perhaps you are passionate about the healing of our planet, our systems, and ourselves, and
want to free and support all helpful paths that further this endeavor.
What is the current legal status of entheogens?
While international law does not prohibit or control entheogenic plants and fungi, or natural preparations
made thereof, legal status of entheogens varies by country. In the United States, entheogens are still
prohibited and are Schedule I, meaning they are designated as having no medical value and being highly
addictive, both characteristics that have proven to be false (and of which there was no evidence when they
were initially scheduled).
One of our aims with this resolution is to educate people about why these plants and fungi do not
belong in the category of drugs in which they have been placed, and in fact, are healing medicines that can, for
example, help heal people from trauma and powerful addictions to harmful substances.
The Supreme Court, however, has protected sacramental use of certain entheogens for the Native
American Church and for two churches for whom ayahuasca is a sacrament. Meanwhile, Denver, CO recently
decriminalized mushrooms containing psilocybin through an initiative, Washington D.C. decriminalized
entheogens though an initiative, and Oakland (CA), Santa Cruz (CA), Ann Arbor (MI), and Somerville (MA) all
unanimously decriminalized all natural entheogenic plants and fungi by resolution. Additionally, in Michigan,
the Washtenaw County Prosecuting Attorney extended Ann Arbor's resolution county wide.
What effect would this resolution have?
Resolutions don't contradict state or federal law, but determine where to allocate funds. This resolution
would make all crimes related to entheogenic plants and fungi a lowest priority for law enforcement and
remove all funds from the pursuance of prosecuting such crimes. So while a law enforcement officer takes an
oath to enforce state law, this resolution removes funding so that any tickets written will not have the funds to
be processed, hence removing the police officer from a double bind position. Through this resolution, the city
and county also request of the District Attorney not to pursue any cases of this sort.
More informally said, this resolution affirms that we in Missoula MT, as a political body, disagree with
the control motivated and fear based reaction of Nixon to ban these plants and fungi. We believe humans
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should have an inalienable right to their connection to nature, including healing plants and fungi. In addition to
there never being any evidence of the dangers attributed to entheogens in the first place, science now shows
that entheogens are incredibly non-dangerous, especially relative to pharmaceuticals.
So instead of continuing to look through the lens of misinformed fear, we are looking through the lenses
of history, science, compassion, and common sense, all of which point to decriminalization. Therefore, we’re
not going to prioritize arrests of people using entheogenic plants and fungi. If our local law enforcement
agencies come across a mushroom growing collective or encounter someone possessing psilocybin
mushrooms, they’ll just keep on going, because we’ve made it clear that persecuting those who engage with
these plants/fungi is not our priority here - we like plants and we’re not going to punish our residents for
engaging with nature. If a federal or state agency wants to persecute these same people, that’s up to them.
What does this resolution prohibit?
Entheogenic plants and fungi are prohibited from commercial sales and manufacturing, being on school
grounds, driving under the influence, and public disturbance.
Why decriminalization instead of legalization?
We absolutely believe decriminalization is a mandatory first step if we are to be true to the idea of
access and non-commodification. Anything else opens the doors to venture capital take over and the
commodification or medicalization of the industry. Without decriminalization before legalization, those
people/corporations/clinicians can use the legal system to have anyone arrested who isn’t following their
regulations.
Criminalization through regulation perpetuates the drug war for disenfranchised communities who
cannot afford treatment or purchase of said substances; only people with certain socioeconomic status will
have access. We believe decriminalization empowers all people to have the basic right and equitable access to
these medicines and that this right must be maintained upon legal channels also opening.
We also encourage the conscientious and thoughtful deliberation of leadership at all levels of
government to protect this equitable access to entheogenic plants and fungi by seeking to restrict any
corporate activity that would diminish accessibility, diversity, or supply of these entheogens to ensure they
remain forever available to all humans.
Why not work to have these plants and fungi rescheduled instead?
To be rescheduled, the Controlled Substances Act requires that each plant has proven “medical value.”
Inherent to the process of rescheduling are clinical trials which necessitate the production of expensive
pharmaceutical grade synthetics or genetically modified “biologically-derived” substances. We believe no
person or corporation should ever be allowed to patent natural genetic material, and without the lure of
capitalizing on these medicines, there is little funding and few trials for whole plant medical research. Natural
plants and fungi should not be scheduled.
Furthermore, we believe in the inalienable human right to a direct relationship with nature, including the
personal liberty to grow, use, and share entheogenic plants and fungi. And while we believe individuals have
the right to access these plants for any use they choose, we especially emphasize the basic rights of people to
use them for religious freedom, personal healing, and self-exploration. Decriminalizing entheogens restores
this basic right of individuals and communities to explore different levels of the human experience for healing,
exploration, and growth.
Why are you focusing on the local level rather than the state level?
Politics begin at a local level and as such, we are primarily concerned with our immediate community.
We believe in building a strong network of support and offering ourselves as a local example, first showing
evidence at the grassroots level that people want this change. Many cities are taking the same approach and
together we believe we will be able to make a larger impact - one that will eventually reach state and federal
levels. We believe this is the beginning of a psychedelic renaissance, a renaissance that will require small,
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steady, and deliberately planned-out steps to achieve. Furthermore, we believe working at the local level helps
build and strengthen our local community connections and resilience.
Why are you doing a joint resolution with the county and the city?
We believe Missoula City and County at large are thoroughly interwoven communities and that this resolution
is equally relevant to them both.
Why in this area?
We are a resilient community characterized by a unique blend of cohesive community, healthy food
systems, quirky out of the box character, open minded individuals, collaborative spirit, and access to a plethora
of healing modalities. Decriminalizing entheogens emphasizes our community values of personal freedom,
self-responsibility, social justice and reform of harmful societal structures/practices, curiosity, creativity,
progressive free-thinking, connection to the natural world (including those who have a working relationship with
it - farmers, loggers, and so forth), and alternative living (including education, medicine, therapy, and the
healing arts). We feel it's a perfect environment to support such work being done with integrity, care, and
maturity.
Based on many connections, conversations, and research involving the city and county populations, we
have also found that this is generally a non-partisan issue. Some people support decriminalization because
they see the value these plants have for treating mental health issues, working with addiction, connecting
people with nature and community, or for spiritual development. Others support it because they lean more
libertarian and don't believe the government should regulate what they choose to put in their bodies. Others
prioritize social justice, ending the war on drugs, and making healing accessible to all.
Furthermore, this community already has vast resources of knowledge, experience, and people
dedicated to providing support and education to the public about safe and therapeutic use of entheogens.
Decriminalization creates a context in which these resources can become available to all. Our vision is of this
being a place where responsible, respectful engagement with these medicines can shine a light for other
places to be inspired by and learn from.
Why now?
The Multidisciplinary Association for Psychedelic Studies has been spearheading this movement within
the U.S. since 1986. In 2018, Michael Pollan's book, How to Change Your Mind, catapulted this topic into
mainstream awareness, enabling people to imagine new potential and possibility within the field. In May of
2019, Denver, Colorado (lead by the Decriminalize Denver initiative) became the first city in the U.S. to
decriminalize psilocybin mushrooms. In June of this year, the Decriminalize Nature organization from Oakland,
California successfully decriminalized all entheogenic plants and fungi in their city; the city council unanimously
passed the resolution. Decriminalize Nature is growing into a nationwide movement and cities like Berkeley,
Santa Cruz, Chicago, Portland, Eugene, Ann Arbor, and many others are speaking with their city council
members to move the resolution forward
Recently John Hopkins University announced they are expanding the psychedelic research unit they’ve
had since 2000 anad are opening the first Psychedelic Research Center in the U.S. We are in the beginning
steps of a psychedelic renaissance and we believe in our community’s potential to forefront this wave. Also, we
are at a critical tipping point regarding environmental care and concern for the planet and believe these
medicines are powerful tools in re-inspiring our relationship to the earth.
Furthermore, we believe these plants and fungi will be legalized within certain channels in upcoming
years and we emphasize the importance of decriminalizing these plants first so they are not commodified in the
legalization or medicalization process and access limited to certain populations. The latter situation leaves
people dependent on industry and authority for access to entheogenic experiences, disconnecting them from
their place in the natural ecosystem.
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Decriminalizing nature first empowers residents to be able to grow their own entheogens, share them
with their community, and choose the appropriate setting for their intentions. As this national conversation on
entheogens grows, we feel it is essential to take a stand for disenfranchised communities by opening a way for
individual and community access.
If entheogens are first decriminalized, then people will have the option to grow their own and the ability
to create/choose for themselves how to partake in these experiences. Upon legalization, those who can/want
to, can then also access the plants through legal means, such as in a therapeutic or medical setting.
Decriminalization prevents corporations, government, pharmaceutical companies, prisons, and so forth from
persecuting those who use these substances outside legal regulatory frameworks.
Finally, as interest in these medicines grows, many with the resources to do so are traveling to
countries where they can legally partake in these medicines (commonly in questionable, if not dangerous,
settings). Others will partake in entheogens in local subpar settings due to lack of education or lack of access
to a safe and supportive setting. All these carry risks that are much greater than partaking in the medicines
themselves. We believe decriminalization addresses this concern so that access and support systems are
enabled in one’s own community, where circles of trust help people find the right support for their entheogenic
experiences.
Why focus on this issue?
While it may seem like there are more important issues in the city to focus on, we believe entheogens
can help address some of the root issues (such as trauma, addiction, depression, lack of community
connection and support, and so forth) that give rise to many of the more obvious and seemingly unrelated
problems we face. As entheogens become more accessible to those who currently do not have access, they
can begin helping treat addiction, PTSD, depression, anxiety, and other issues that currently burden local
resources. They often awaken individuals to a deeper care for themselves, one another, and our living planet.
We have also witnessed that as people heal deep-seated trauma and wounds through work with entheogens,
they often reach a place of wanting to be of service and give back to their communities.
We recognize that there will be an initial cost and time investment by the city and county to make these
changes. And, we believe the benefits of decriminalizing these plants and fungi will far outweigh the initial cost,
both financially and in terms of quality of life here. We strongly believe the small initial investment will greatly
benefit the fabric of our community at large, providing healing opportunities for those for whom nothing has yet
worked and helping resolve many of the seemingly unrelated problems we are currently facing.
Why are synthetic psychedelics like MDMA and LSD not included?
While ultimately we believe these substances should also be decriminalized, we feel that this right is
less basic than our right to partake in plants and fungi that grow naturally on our planet and in our local
environment. Synthetic substances also bring up issues of purity, how to handle the labs that create these
substances, where to draw the line with what substances are considered psychedelic, and so forth. In other
words, they are more complex than we want to start with, and tend to be more controversial. Testing kits and
labs, harm reduction practices, and decriminalization is something we would love to see happen, but is not part
of the current resolution for the reasons described above.
Then why not just decriminalize all drugs?
Again, we’re taking it one step at a time. While we ultimately believe that even harmful drug use is best
addressed as a health problem, we also believe that decriminalizing these substances and educating people
about the ways they can heal the root causes of addiction is an imperative first step.
So, for example, this resolution decriminalizes all entheogenic plants and fungi on Schedule 1, but not
Schedule 2 plants like poppy and coca, which require a larger educational campaign with additional risks than
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we are currently prepared to engage in. We believe the current cultural milieu has opened enough to
decriminalize entheogens and we don’t want to risk not passing the resolution by taking too large of a leap to
start.
Will the decision to write a ticket pertaining to entheogens still fall on individual police officers and the
prosecuting attorney since they take an oath to enforce state law?
Police have to follow city funding allocations and because this resolution would allocate no funds
concerning entheogenic plants and fungi, and thus there would be no money to write/process tickets or pay the
wages for anyone to do so (and there will thus be no processed cases to pursue for the prosecuting attorney,
to whom the city can only make requests regarding funding).
It works differently at the county level, as the sheriff is independently elected and not directed by the county.
The county commissioners, however, can make a request of the Sheriff and County/District Attorney.
So the resolution makes it clear that law enforcement officers are not to put any energy into pursuing
cases involving entheogenic plants or fungi, because there is no money to do so.
In addition, the community currently offers educational forums and workshops, ongoing and open to
the public, and to public servants, such as police officers and other involved law enforcement personnel if the
resolution passes, to help reduce potential confusion and/or conflict regarding the changes. And finally, federal
and state agencies can still treat these plants as criminal, but at least there won’t be division within our own
community.
What if state and federal entities could still arrest or prosecute people, then how can we feel safe
growing, sharing, or using entheogens? How does the local law protect against state or federal law
enforcement?
While local law does not technically protect us from state or federal law, we are choosing to proceed
from a place of trust (rather than letting fear hold us back from needed change) that they will respect our local
decision, just as the federal government has so far respected the state decision to legalize cannabis (outside of
federally owned land, at least). As more and more cities decriminalize these plants and fungi and our country
does not explode with problems as a result (and instead we see that many problems are effectively and
compassionately addressed), we hope that the overall culture will continue to change and federal and state
agencies will not only respect local decisions, but alter their own policies to match the wishes of their
constituents. Until that happens, we do advise continuing to be discreet and to not unnecessarily elicit the
attention of these agencies.
If these plants/fungi are already low or the lowest priority, why bring potential negative attention to
them in trying to officially decriminalize them?
While we have been told that enforcing laws regarding entheogens is already lowest priority in our
city/county, we believe it's time to have this conversation and especially to officially decriminalize these plants
before they are legalized (and thus have the risk of them being commercialized or access limited to only those
with privilege). Decriminalization is a risk reduction strategy so those who are already having experiences can
find support and educational resources they need, as well as helping those who are just learning about them.
Going to jail for plants and fungi is something our community should take a stand against and affirms what law
enforcement here already knows: that they have much more important things to do with their time. We believe
decriminalization represents a common sense change in local policy so that our policy accurately reflects what
is already happening here and corrects for laws that never should have been passed in the first place.
How will their use be regulated and people kept safe?
Instead of regulation, we believe in educating people to help guide their free decisions regarding their
relationship to nature. We believe in encouraging community based guidelines and practices, so that a local
culture of safe and supported use is developed. There are also regulatory and legal frameworks already in
place that will offer safety - for example, laws around driving under the influence, endangerment of children,
public disorderly conduct, and inflicting injury to self or others. We are excited to work with the city/county to
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make sure the community is safe, while at the same time respecting each individual’s right to make an
educated choice regarding how/when they engage with entheogens. And finally, because the primary safety
concerns involve the person using the entheogen, we believe decriminalization empowers any individual who
does feel unsafe or is having a challenging experience to reach out and receive help.
What about the children? Won’t this make these substances more available to them?
Today, children are put on pharmaceutical regimens that have no history of long-term safety and are
much more dangerous than entheogenic plants and fungi. Children also have just as easy of a time accessing
alcohol and tobacco, both of which are much more harmful to their development. We also believe that
education is much more effective than prohibition.
As a community resource, members of the Missoula Psychedelic Society are available to help
implement a comprehensive drug education curriculum in our local high schools, which would follow
Decriminalize Nature’s curriculum. Though we do not endorse the under-age use of psychedelic substances,
we believe in the importance of real education (vs. the failed DARE program). Like with sex education
programs, we do not believe in teaching an abstinence-only drug education program, as it does not take
adequate responsibility in educating the youth in our community.
We will share the reasons why it is best to wait until one is older to use entheogens, such as waiting
until one’s brain and psyche have developed and to see whether one has any underlying psychological issues
that might be triggered. And, we will include comprehensive safety information regarding medicinal plants and
fungi, should they choose to partake in these substances.
Would these plants and fungi be available for sale?
No. We believe in the sacredness and the equitable access of these plants and fungi. Our resolution
specifically states that we do not believe in the commodification of these medicines. Instead, we encourage the
grow, gather, and gift approach for individuals to connect and share with their community. Decriminalize Nature
is also exploring a membership cooperative or collective model to support those who may not otherwise have
access; we look forward to following suit here.
As these plants and fungi are decriminalized and professional offerings around them grow, will people
be making money off of them in that way?
While the plants and fungi themselves should be free, we recognize that those who are putting in time
and energy to create safe structures for entheogenic use deserve compensation for their work. However, we
encourage all professional activities surrounding entheogens to operate through such models as collectives,
sole-proprietorships, non-profits, churches, educational institutions, and/or open source research. We also
encourage all who engage in such professions to find a respectful balance between making a sustainable living
and making their offerings accessible.
What does safe and responsible practice with entheogens look like?
This varies with each person’s needs and experience. For an experienced person, it might be finding a
safe and supportive place in nature, setting up a place to rest as well as clear boundaries for exploration of the
area, having a supportive and trusted sitter, and all your basic needs met.
For a person new to this work or working with a new entheogen, it might look like partaking in a
ceremony with an experienced facilitator who has been recommended by a trusted community member and
with whom you’ve had conversations and feel like it would be a supportive environment for you. It also might
include working with the support of a trusted mental health professional or an experienced guide and/or having
community support around the preparation and integration process.
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Recognizing that for entheogenic plants and fungi to provide the healing experiences so needed by
humanity, one cannot separate the plant from the approach taken. We encourage approaching all entheogenic
experiences with care, reverence, and intention.
Here are a few guidelines to start with:
1. Choose the right medicine for you. Do your research, ask people you trust about their experiences, and
understand the potential risks.
2. Choose the right dosage. If you are uncertain how much you should take or it is your first time, start
small!
3. Choose the right environment. Find a setting that is comfortable for you, one that will help enable you to
go deeper into your journey with focus and clarity.
4. Find a trusted sitter. This is strongly recommended if you are inexperienced with these substances.
There are mental health professionals who can help assist with preparation, journeying, and
integration. Lay out pre-established agreements between the two of you.
5. Be open to lifestyle changes. These experiences may shift your perception regarding thought-habits,
behavioral patterns, or relationship dynamics. It is recommended you approach these experiences with
an open mind toward making any necessary changes the medicine asks of you (diet, exercise, styles
of communication, memory patterns, narrative transformations, etc). We also recommend waiting to
make any major decisions until a few weeks after an entheogenic experience so that you have time to
thoroughly think and feel them through.
Are these substances safe?
The plants and fungi comprising entheogens have a low safety risk. They are non-addictive and most
have no known lethal doses, though a few are contraindicated for people with heart conditions or those taking
certain medications (particularly MAO-inhibitors - and while this concern is theoretical, we recommend erring
on the side of caution). No entheogens have any evidence of lasting toxicity within the body. Psychologically,
there is a chance of triggering or exacerbating underlying psychological disorders or (very rarely) temporary
psychosis.
And even though the risks involving entheogens are far below alcohol and even many over the counter
medicines, much less prescribed pharmaceuticals, we want to help mitigate them through education and
various means of support within our community. Some examples of this include 1) screening processes and
education about who should avoid these substances (see below) 2) education about what it means to have a
safe and supportive set/setting and 3) following the following guidelines originating from Decriminalize Nature
Oakland:
1. Entheogens are not for everyone. Knowledgeable clinicians caution that some people should not take
entheogenic plants or fungi, including people with a personal or family history of schizophrenia or bipolar
disorder, those with personality disorder or suicidal ideation, or who are taking certain medications.
2. If someone has a serious condition like major depression or PTSD, they would do well to get serious,
professional help before using an entheogen and to ask that caregiver’s advice. (Some counselors and
therapists are glad to work with a client before and after an entheogenic journey).
3. Unless you have expert guidance, it’s best to start with small amounts, using more only after you become
familiar with the material and the terrain.
4. Don’t go solo (with nontrivial doses). Have at least one trusted support person (such as a sitter, guide, or
facilitator) be with you, sober during the entire journey, and commit in advance to honor that person’s
instructions if he or she tells you to not do something. Entheogens can amplify the whole range of human
emotions, including anxiety which can sometimes lead to panic. Having a sitter gives you a certain comfort and
mental freedom, and helps keep things safe.
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5. Reverence reduces risks and can help lead to positive outcomes. In cultures that have long used
entheogenic substances beneficially, that use is approached with great respect, not haphazardly, and for lifeenhancing purpose
We also believe the health and safety risks of engaging with entheogenic plants and fungi stem more from the
effects of them being criminalized than from using entheogens themselves. Decriminalization allows for the
mitigating factors described above (such as education, creation of safe and supportive spaces, trusted local
resources, comfort asking for help without legal consequences) to be put in place and equitably accessed.
I hear a lot about the importance of integration when discussing decriminalization. What does this refer
to? What are resources in this area that could support integration?
Integration is a meaning making process following a profound experience with the aim of implementing
those insights into daily life and into one’s community. We are in the process of creating community resources
to more fully answer this question.
If this resolution passes and one of the intentions is access for all adults, how might I go about gaining
access and finding the most supportive approach for myself? What if I have a very low income and am
not in communities where these plants and fungi are easy to access?
While one of the main outcomes we seek through decriminalization is access for all, we imagine it will
be a slow process before entheogens can be accessed through collective growing operations or it being easy
to find a professional supportive context. That said, we are committed to continue to work towards that aim
until such offerings are commonplace.
In the meantime, we recommend attending our educational and community building events so that
when such offerings begin to arise, you will already be prepared for the experience, educated in how to make
the best choices for yourself, and connected with a supportive community.
How do we address issues of cultural appropriation regarding entheogenic use?
We encourage knowledge exchange programs between traditional indigenous wisdom keepers and
contemporary cultures on entheogenic practices. We also encourage individuals drawing from any tradition to
do so with respect and gratitude, giving credit to their source.
If everyone starts using these plants, is there a risk of them becoming endangered?
We encourage people to research local flora and fauna to discover how to ethically source local and
sustainable plants, especially being sure to have a robust replanting practice for any plants wild-harvested.
Many plants that do not naturally grow here can be grown inside. We encourage people to work most often
with those plants that can be cultivated locally, and if receiving plants from another part of the planet, we
encourage people to find ways to help support their sustainable cultivation and collection in the place they are
from. We also support bringing awareness to endangered entheogenic plants and co-creating new growing
environments to proactively protect plants whose native land is endangered by mining and agricultural
business.
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

K. Arthur Endsley <endsley@umich.edu>
Monday, June 6, 2022 12:17 PM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Re: Grant Creek Re-zone

I'd like to thank you and the City Council for your prior commitment to expanding the supply of housing in Missoula. I am
writing today because I am concerned that past efforts are not enough. As a volunteer with the Housing Advocate
Network, I have repeatedly seen how the limited supply of housing and sky-rocketing rent and home prices have
affected Missoula's most vulnerable residents. Indeed, because of the severely restricted rental supply, even Missoula
residents making at or above the area median income (AMI) are often unable to find housing they can afford--30 or
more applicants in the first 24 hours for the same apartment should indicate the desperate need in our community.
Consequently, I am asking you to please vote YES on the Grant Creek Re-zone. This Re-zone would allow for hundreds of
families and individuals to find affordable housing in Missoula. The Grant Creek Re-zone is just the beginning of a
possible solution to the dire housing crisis within Missoula; every option for safe and sustainable housing should be
pursued. Low income Missoulians; families, children, pensioners, and students are counting on the City Council to
advocate for their ability to live and prosper in this community, which seems less and less viable as the housing crisis
continues to grow.
Concerns regarding traffic and fire safety are understandable but should be recognized as minor challenges compared to
the displacement of our neighbors from their homes. These issues can be solved and Missoula is already continuing to
improve transportation and safety in the city through on-going projects like the West Broadway corridor. Mediumdensity, affordable developments like the proposed Grant Creek Re-zone are compatible with alternative modes of
transportation, particularly the free Mountain Line bus service or the bike lanes on North Reserve St.
The Council was elected to address the concerns of Missoula residents, a significant number of whom are losing their
homes or paying ever-higher rents. VOTE YES ON THE GRANT CREEK RE-ZONE! Yes, in my backyard! #YIMBY
Regards,
Arthur Endsley
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hannah Kosel <hannahkosel@gmail.com>
Monday, June 6, 2022 9:33 AM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Vote YES on Grant Creek Rezone

Hello,
I am writing today in support of the Grant Creek Rezone.
This Rezone would allow for hundreds of families and individuals to find housing in Missoula and continue contributing
to our wonderful Missoula community, instead of being forced out of the life and connections they have grown
here. This is just the beginning of a possible solution to the immense housing shortage and crisis within Missoula and
this issue CANNOT fall by the wayside. Low income Missoulians; families, children, students, etc. are counting on the City
Council to advocate for their ability to actually live and prosper in this community - which seems less and less viable as
the housing crisis continues to grow.
Council, please listen to the voices of the Missoula community who elected you to your position. Now is the time to step
up and take action!
Vote YES on the Grant Creek Rezone!
Hannah Kosel
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

postmaster@nfpea.org on behalf of nfpea.org <postmaster@nfpea.org>
Sunday, June 5, 2022 3:09 PM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Re: Missoula Fire Equipment

My name is Jason,
I am an account manager with the National Fire Protection Equipment Association, we have been trying to verify your
company information.
When you have a chance please verify the information we are currently displaying on your company report which can be
found here:
https://www.nfpea.org/Missoula_Fire_Equipment_ci.missoula.mt.us
Although our organization does not sell any leads, we do have lots of requests for fire protection specialist
recommendations, if you verify your information where it say's "Let's Get Verified" on the top of your report page we
will gladly send referrals to you in addition to all of our other verified member benefits.
Thanks again,
NFPEA
To unsubscribe click: <http://email.nfpea.org/u/eJwNy0ESgyAMAMDXyJFJAoZ44NCnQICWGZWOyv_bvWJ3DxIMj0SEAHDSgiyOptyExZfGYuyMi4ezvatyY7rbT4xk7DjXDwGJnGMWINsIXP2PqvbzBV1zFP7_o_a7dHve8w92eOx8zZPX
Oj1A0fvI7g>
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mike Nugent
Monday, June 6, 2022 9:13 AM
Tracy Stubbs; Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Re: Outdoor signage for dispensary

Hi Tracy,
Thanks for reaching out. I believe you are located outside the city limits so your questions are better addressed with the
county planning department. Here is a link that has some information on their sign regulations.
Mike
https://www.missoulacounty.us/government/community-development/community-planning-services/planninginformation/permits-applications

Mike Nugent
Missoula City Council | Ward 4
435 Ryman Missoula, MT 59802
Office: 406.552.6658
**Please note this is a government provided email account and any correspondence to and from are
potentially available for public review**
From: Tracy Stubbs <tstubbs@bloommt.com>
Sent: Monday, June 6, 2022 9:08:38 AM
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site <Council@ci.missoula.mt.us>
Subject: Outdoor signage for dispensary
Good morning!
I hope this email finds you well! I'm writing to inquire about current outdoor signage laws for dispensaries in Missoula
county. We are located right off the highway before Lolo and have a few banners up on our property that we just want
to make sure are okay to have.
Thanks!
-Tracy Stubbs
Store Manager
Bloom MT Lolo
9809 Valley Grove Dr Ste 1
406-475-2804
tstubbs@bloommt.com
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City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tracy Stubbs <tstubbs@bloommt.com>
Monday, June 6, 2022 9:09 AM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Outdoor signage for dispensary

Good morning!
I hope this email finds you well! I'm writing to inquire about current outdoor signage laws for dispensaries in Missoula
county. We are located right off the highway before Lolo and have a few banners up on our property that we just want
to make sure are okay to have.
Thanks!
-Tracy Stubbs
Store Manager
Bloom MT Lolo
9809 Valley Grove Dr Ste 1
406-475-2804
tstubbs@bloommt.com

16

City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

City Club Missoula <ccm@cityclubmissoula.com>
Monday, June 6, 2022 8:30 AM
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
ONE WEEK AWAY - Join us back in person for "Living With Grizzly Bears"

Living With Grizzly Bears
June 13, 2022
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

**IN PERSON!**

DoubleTree Missoula - Edgewater
17

100 Madison St, Missoula
Register Here!

City Club of Missoula Presents:

Living With Grizzly Bears
The Missoula Valley is adjacent to the largest population of grizzly bears in the
Lower 48 States. As our furry neighbors begin to move closer and have more
interactions with the human population, what are some steps we can take to
better manage the human/grizzly relationship? At City Club Missoula on June
13th, hear from top experts on the current grizzly landscape and what different
tools are at our disposal to help manage our coexistence.
Featuring panelists:
-Jamie Jonkel, Wildlife Management Specialist with Fish, Wildlife & Parks
-Hilary Cooley, Grizzly Bear Recovery Coordinator, US Fish & Wildlife
Service
-Wayne Slat, Ovando Area Ranch Manager
-Moderator: Libby Metcalf, Associate Dean of Undergraduate Affairs; Joel
Meier Distinguished Professor of Wildland Management: W.A. Franke College
of Forestry and Conservation, University of Montana

DoubleTree Missoula Edgewater
June 13, 2022
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Register Here

EXECUTIVE
SPONSORS
18

SPONSORSHIP
HIGHLIGHT

19

Send to a Colleague
City Club Missoula
ccm@cityclubmissoula.com
www.cityclubmissoula.com
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See what's happening on our social sites:

City Club Missoula | P.O. Box 9071, Missoula, MT 59807
Unsubscribe council@ci.missoula.mt.us
Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice
Sent by ccm@cityclubmissoula.com powered by

Try email marketing for free today!

21

City Clerk Staff
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Mirtha Becerra
Monday, June 6, 2022 7:58 AM
Robin Abeshaus
Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Re: Grant Creek rezoning

Robin,
Thank you for your comments. We’ll make sure they are included as part of the public record.
Respectfully,
Mirtha Becerra
Missoula City Council -Ward 2
Sent from my iPhone
> On Jun 3, 2022, at 12:44 PM, Robin Abeshaus <robinabeshaus@gmail.com> wrote:
>
> I am writing in support of the rezoning proposal of Expo Parkway.
>
> While it is appealing to think of Missoula as an uncrowded city that is not in need of denser and more diverse housing,
that is no longer an accurate description of our city. Missoula is growing. We are past the point where we can afford for
parts of our city to be limited to only single family large homes. If we do not increase housing density within our city
limits, we are going to have to build further into our mountains and green space areas. Leaving a percentage of our
population unhoused is not an acceptable option. Neither is it acceptable to have housing that is so expensive that
those who might want to work here can not afford to live here. Denser housing is both more housing and more
affordable housing. The current rezoning gives us an opportunity to significantly increase housing stock without losing
open space area.
>
> I understand the safety concerns that have been raised in terms of a single way in and out of Grant Creek, and would
encourage you to consider how to deal with these safety concerns along with considering the rezoning. These concerns
are not a reason to squash the project. Safety in our city includes knowing that all of our residents can find safe and
affordable housing.
>
> Thank you.
>
> Robin Abeshaus
>
> 3331 Hollis St.
> Missoula 59801
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