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From: Heidi Bakula
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site; John Engen
Cc: Jessica Miller
Subject: Letter from Vicki Watson to Council and the Mayor
Date: Monday, January 24, 2022 8:07:53 AM
Attachments: Vicki Watson to Missoula City Council Jan 24 2022.docx


Thank you, Heidi
 


From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com> 
Sent: Friday, January 21, 2022 7:35 PM
To: Mayor Staff <StaffM@ci.missoula.mt.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Contact Mayor Engen and his staff
 


Contact Mayor Engen and his staff


Thank you for contacting the mayor's office. If your message requests a specific
action
or response, we'll be sure the appropriate department is notified and responds 
as soon as possible. If you are sending a comment for the mayor, we'll make sure
he sees
it and someone from this office will follow up with you. If you are commenting on a
pending
ordinance before City Council, we will forward your comments to all 12 council
members.


Name* Vicki Watson


Email* vicki.watson@umontana.edu


Daytime phone number* 4062435153


Address 509 Daly


City* Missoula


State: MT


Request or comment Hello Mayor Engen and Missoula City Council. 
I hope to share some thoughts with you on Jan 24, 2022 during
the public comment section of your meeting. 
But just in case the computer gremlins decide to prevent me from
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Date: Jan 24, 2022;   To:   Mayor Engen and good people of the council  -- 





My name is Vicki Watson.  Today is my birthday – I am 69 and almost 40 of those years have been here in Missoula. And I want to start by thanking you and all of Missoula for working to make Missoula a healthy place where elders can stay active in the community.  





We Missoulians have worked together to protect air & water quality, make Missoula bikable and walkable, and worked for more safe sustainable housing and health care affordable to all. There is still lots to do in these efforts – especially with rapid population growth and climate change. But we are making progress.  


Speaking of climate change -- thank you for passing Missoula’s Clean Electricity resolution. I know that the new council members are just as committed to this goal as those who passed the resolution.     


Climate change is already giving us longer fire & smoke seasons – harming homes & lungs. It is raising stream temperatures & harming our fisheries; the hotter drier summers are harming agriculture.  And worse is coming.   


So that Clean Electricity resolution is essential but even more critical is real action to achieve its goals.    


I am delighted to see the solar panels on the jail, and the plan for solar at the Wastewater Treatment Plant. Garden City Compost is keeping a lot of methane generating waste out of the land fill, and the Missoula bus system is winning national awards.   Thank you, Missoula. 


But let’s also look to ways we can encourage citizens to do their part. I know you are working on building codes & zoning to increase energy efficiency and conservation – especially in new construction. But let’s also look to see if building codes are making it hard to upgrade old construction.  


I just costed out converting my old home to all electric – cost approaching $50 to $60K which is what I paid for the house 40 years ago. I have already invested in many energy efficiency measures over the years and am willing to do more. But one of the biggest costs was going to be moving the service panels to a new location because code says they can’t be above a porch – even though it is clearly the safest and most convenient location. Hopefully, that is something that is flexible – especially for an existing house.  So check building codes to determine if they make it hard to upgrade energy systems in old houses -- assess what is really necessary.  And allow flexibility in upgrading old buildings when safe. 


Another idea has to do with transportation – we want people to walk, bike and bus whenever possible – and not drive. So I wondered why an essential service, like the Missoula covid testing facility was placed out near the airport and a mile from the nearest bus stop? I wondered if it would be possible to staff some more locations closer to city neighborhoods on different days of the week – perhaps near the downtown bus transfer station.  I shared those ideas with councilman Dan Carlino who checked with Health Dept Director D’Shane Barnett who let us know that he is working on some more locations, and he also asked Mountain Line to add a stop nearer the current test site. So thanks again for those quick responses.  


I have more suggestions – from a green burial option in Missoula to better protection for our riverfront  -- but time is short so I will finish by thanking the mayor and council for their support of the We the People’s Amendment – which calls for a constitutional amendment that says that corporations are not people and money is not speech. For we cannot make the big changes needed to tackle climate change or fight the pandemic or achieve social & environmental justice – if big corporations can continue to outspend citizens in shaping policy. Thank you for recognizing that and supporting the We the People’s amendment.  


I don’t expect to have another 40 years in Missoula, but I know that the council and the community will do their best to make the coming years better for all of us.  









zooming, 
I am sending you the comments (attached) so that you will have
them. 


Thank you for your service.


Attach a file here: Vicki Watson to Missoula City Council Jan 24 2022.docx
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From: Corby Dickerson
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Missoula Parks and Recreation Fee Increase and Budget Considerations
Date: Monday, January 24, 2022 5:19:36 PM


To whom it may concern:


My name is Corby Dickerson and I have been a Missoula County resident for over 16 years.
During this time I have also been an active user of many parks, trails, soccer fields, and the
softball fields at Fort Missoula and McCormick Park. Outdoor recreation and organized sports
have been a significant part of my life since I was a very young child. That is one of the things
I love most about this community. Never before have I lived in a place where such a priority
has been placed on outdoor recreation. Not only are our parks and facilities truly impressive,
but the natural beauty and splendor one can experience when actively recreating is truly
magical. That's why the recent news of an impending increase to user fees for Missoula Parks
and Recreation facilities has me very troubled and deeply concerned for the future viability of
organized athletics in Missoula. To demand that users pay more for what brings unrivaled and
unequaled joy to so many seems unconscionable during a time of unrivaled economic
inflation, let alone the ongoing pandemic and I kindly request that a re-evaluation of the Parks
and Recreation budget allocation be undertaken immediately. 


I understand that the expense of maintaining our recreation facilities has to come from
somewhere. But I sincerely question the legitimacy and logic of these rate increases in absence
of a budgetary increase for Parks and Recreation. They have for far too long been
underfunded, understaffed, and under appreciated for the impact they bring to everyone of any
tribe, race, or tongue, in the Missoula area. It is time that the City Council places a higher
priority on what makes our community one of the best places to live in Montana: our
outdoor spaces and recreation facilities. Thank you for your time.


Sincerely I am,


C. Corby Dickerson IV
372 Cap de Villa
Lolo, Montana 59847
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From: Missoula Softball Board
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Proposed Field Use Fee Increase
Date: Monday, January 24, 2022 5:36:44 PM


Missoula City Council Members:


The Missoula Softball Association (MSA) is adamantly opposed to raising the user rental fees
for use of Missoula Parks & Rec (MPR) managed facilities.These proposed increases
significantly increase the MSA operating costs, a huge detriment to running our adult
slowpitch softball leagues. As a not-for-profit, our goal is to provide opportunity for the
softball community across Missoula, western Montana, and beyond including all of Montana
and the Northwest. Each year our budgets are set to break even while providing top quality
opportunities to play in leagues, tournaments, and events keeping our community active. Our
largest expense in our budget every year has always been the costs of renting the facilities
from MPR - roughly 36% of our overall operating budget (in 2021). Since the opening of the
new Fort Missoula complex/fields, MSA has had to shift to fundraising from local businesses
to offset these additional costs for our players/teams, which we are not fully able to offset and
therefore have to increase fees for our leagues/tournaments for our teams/players. We've
experienced considerable attrition of teams/players since the new fields opened, when a
dramatic fee increase was introduced. In 2017 fees were $77.50 for one field a night for our
leagues and with the opening of the new fields in 2018, those fees increased to $125. And in
just 5 short years, we're looking to pay $165.75 - more than double the fee we'd previously
paid in 2017. We've also seen a dramatic shift in tournaments leaving these brand new
facilities seeking out other alternatives that are more sustainable in the long-run. A brand new
complex should be doing just the opposite - enticing new users and drawing out-of-town
events. 


We ask that MPR not look at just increasing fees to offset increasing costs. In the end, MPR
needs to make money. But if no one can afford to use the facilities, then the number of users
will continue to decline. With continued decline, the fees collected by MPR will continue to
go down. If the reaction is to continue to increase fees to offset the budget, this model will
continue to drive users away and will not gain additional funds as desired. Look into ways to
bring more users to the facilities. More users and more rentals = more money (economy of
scale).


Two other items to address that are related to tax payer and user fees of the Fort Missoula
softball fields:


1. MSA requests that MPR unlock the Fort fields 1-5. These fields are paid for through tax
payer money, and the only individuals that can use these facilities are those that pay additional
money to participate through organized leagues. There should be accessible to all. Previous
concerns by MPR were raised about vandalism, an issue that all MPR facilities face but all
other facilities are not locked. While many folks do pay to play in our leagues, our entire
community is not provided the opportunity to go out and play ball with their children on these
new facilities.


2. Are site facilitators necessary full time on league nights at Fort Missoula? This is an added
cost, to which the old Fort fields and McCormick (currently) do not have site facilitators. We
understand the desire to lock gates or have an MPR representative available, which could be
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satisfied by the concessions staff currently in place. Are there site facilitators at all MPR
managed facilities? Is this an added and unneeded expense?


We urge the council to reconsider this proposed fee increase. Thank you for your time and
consideration.


Laura Verhaeghe
MSA Board President








From: copycount@blackfoot.net on behalf of ClerkSharp
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Scanned image from City of Missoula Clerk
Date: Monday, January 24, 2022 1:45:27 PM
Attachments: Sharp MX-5070V_20220124_134719.pdf


Reply to: ClerkSharp <copycount@blackfoot.net>
Device Name: City of Missoula Clerk
Device Model: MX-5070V
Location: City of Missoula Clerk


File Format: PDF
Resolution: 300dpi x 300dpi


Attached file is scanned image in PDF format.
Use Acrobat(R)Reader(R) or Adobe(R)Reader(R) of Adobe Systems Incorporated to view the document.
Adobe(R)Reader(R) can be downloaded from the following URL:
Adobe, the Adobe logo, Acrobat, the Adobe PDF logo, and Reader are registered trademarks or trademarks of
Adobe Systems Incorporated in the United States and other countries.
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From: Mindy Moden
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Softball fees
Date: Monday, January 24, 2022 6:38:40 AM


Good Morning-
  I know that you get a lot of emails and I will try to make this brief and to the point.  My name
is Mindy Moden and I have lived in Missoula my whole life.  I started playing softball at 5 years
old and am now almost 40 years old and still playing every summer/fall.  


I have heard that our softball fees will be going up (maybe double) for this upcoming year.  I
play on three teams and this will be a big stretch for me to be able to do this if our team fees
go up.  I am a captain of 2 of the teams I play on and have talked to some of my teammates
and they will not be able to play this summer due to the cost.  


I use softball as an outlet to see my friends and family.  Please do not take this away from me. 
I work at the detention center in the medical department and for the past two years this job
has been terribly stressful due to COVID.  I have put in many extra hours and have really
needed the outlet of softball.  I will be really sad if I am not able to play this year because we
cannot find sponsors nor find players that can afford to play.


Therefore, I am asking you to not double the prices.  I understand that rates need to go up,
but not by 10%.  Please find some other ways to split up these costs and do not put it on MSA
softball.  Thank you for your time reading this email and please take my plea into
consideration.


Respectfully
Mindy Moden
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