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From: Colin McMullin
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Budget and funding—support for the police
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 7:00:39 AM


Through several friends who still live in Missoula, I heard about the proposed budget for
police funding. I then heard about an organized defund the police movement in Missoula that
has tried to influence the city Council.


Missoula is the place where I grew up. I was used to riding my bike and walking anywhere I
wanted, even as a younger child and teenager. I took public transportation frequently to play
tennis at the Missoula athletic club by Hellgate Canyon. I felt safe. I attended Target Range
Elementary School and Big Sky High School and the University Montana. Even though at the
time I saw Missoula as a place that allowed diverse and divergent views politically, we all got
along. However, part of the reason was that citizens respected each other and respected the
police. There seems to be a current movement across the country where terrorist groups like
antifa “test the waters” of local government to see who will sympathize with their cause, then
after the police are politically (through weak local government not being willing to stand up to
them) they move in and start destroying property and attempting to take over and create chaos.


I love Missoula. I want you to know that any effort to sympathize with defund the police
groups by listening to groups who are attempting to defund the police will only lead to chaos
in this city. I ask that you fully fund the police budget as proposed and ignore those attempting
to weaken the local government and police, solely to achieve their purpose of disorder and
chaos.


Thank you.


Colin McMullin
801–228-7681
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From: Omega Lehner
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: City Budget Proposal Community Statement
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 10:21:24 PM


To whom it may concern,
I am writing once again to voice my disapproval of the 2021 City Budget proposal, as a Montanan I am so
disappointed to see a lack of community values. I am demanding that if you want the support of the people who live
in this community, that you invest in us, our futures, and what we want for Missoula’s future. We have an immense
need for affordable housing that is not at all going to be met by the proposed 2 million, we need to take from the
overly inflated 19 million Police Department budget and give to community. That is what we the people of Missoula
want. Now is your chance to listen.


Omega Lehner 


Sent from my iPhone
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From: H.U.D. Shute
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: City Police
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 12:54:51 PM


Addressed to every Missoula Council Member.
    


     After 40 years of being away from my home State of Montana, I return in retirement just to
discover that I live within the most progressive Marxist wanna be Counties.  Missoula
County.  We pay more taxes than any county in Montana.  Yet when we travel Missoula, we
note that it is a shithole.  A poorly run city that has hardly changed in over 4 decades.  Run
like all of the Democrat controlled cities across America.  We held out hope that you all had
some sense and would do what is right.  We have seen no evidence of that.  We see
mismanagement and likely corruption as our monies go to no improvements.  Now you talk
like a bunch of butt hurt ANTIFA girls that hate the Police.  I recommend you get your shit
straight before the adults come down there and take the keys away from you.  It has happened
before and can happen again.  This is about as nice as I can put it as I HATE stupid people and
have very little tolerance for them. 


Sincerely,  David Kenmir 
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From: sue dossett
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Defend the police
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 7:54:50 AM


We need law & order! Defend the police & back the blue!!
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From: L. J. Martin
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Defund?
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 7:30:55 PM


I,000 imbeciles want to defund the police? Suggest you provide bus transportation to insane asylum. L. J. Martin


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Ryn Briggs
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Disgusting
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 11:47:20 PM


You’re ignoring our communities real needs and failing. Missoula needs affordable housing
not an increased police budget. I disagree with this decision and am unfortunately not
surprised that you continue to ignore Black and Indigenous voices. We don’t need cops to
have fancy locker rooms. We need people to be able to afford their housing. Amazing that you
love the status quo so much you can’t imagine a better community. 
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From: jcurtiss53
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Fireworks tonight
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 10:22:20 PM


I would ask that all of you read your city ordinance on fireworks. And then tell me why you let
that darn ballpark shoot those horrible loud fireworks off. 
You ordina ce talks about scaring animals kids etc. How about vets with ptsd. They make
sulent fireworks now but the ballpark must have cannons shooting theirs off. Fire danger is
high too. 
Please stop giving them a permit.
Jean Curtiss
1419 Howell Street


Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
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From: gyatso
To: eleahy@co.missoula.mt.us
Cc: Shannon Therriault; jmiller@missoulacounty.us; Grp. City Council and City Web Site; Mayor Staff
Subject: I"d like to share a link with you PLEASE WATCH FOR ALL OUR HEATH EDUCATE YOURSELVES
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 9:08:08 AM


 
https://nofacemask.blogspot.com/2020/08/mask-facts-science-history-of-masks-in.html
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From: Eamon Ormseth
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Increase funds for affordable housing, not MPD
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 8:00:34 PM


Hello Missoula City Council,


I am writing to ask that you direct the proposed funding increase for the Missoula Police Department to affordable
housing instead. Many issues the police deal with could be solved through simply providing people with a roof over
their heads.


Best,
Eamon Ormseth
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From: Kat Martin
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Insanity
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 7:23:33 PM


Defunding police?  Proposed by a bunch of spoiled kids who have no idea what is happening in the world. Most still
living with or supported by their parents.!


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Melanie Johnson
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Invest in Safety
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 7:44:08 PM


Missoula’s current budget does not reflect the needs of the people or the values of our community, rather the values
of white men i. Power. Get it together. Invest in safe housing and resources for our vulnerable people.


We’re waiting.
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From: emma covill
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Invest in our communities, not police
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 7:46:55 PM


Dear council members,


My name is Emma and I attended the police budget meeting on Wednesday. I was
disappointed with the large amount of money going to the police department for new showers
and a locker room when affordable and available housing is a huge problem in Missoula. I was
also disappointed with the fact that the chat was disabled during the police budget
presentation. It seemed to me like a stifling of public opinion and it did not go unnoticed. 


More affordable housing is needed in Missoula. Especially now, due to the Corona Virus,
housing is hard to come by. Out of state wealthy folks are renting and buying the available
properties at a rate that is not sustainable for locals and rent burdened folks to keep up with.


We need to be prioritizing mental health, housing, and other forms of community support
more than we are prioritizing the police. 


I don’t think they need new cars more than people need homes. They don’t need a new
motorcycle more than people need food. 


Mayor Engen said our police for isn’t broken; that it is good but could be better. But I know
that police were created to capture enslaved people and enforce slavery laws. Our policing
system was built on racism and needs to be fundamentally re-evaluated. We need to be doing
that work before we give the department more money for trucks and showers. 


I ask you to approve less funding for the police department and much much more money for
housing and mental health programs in Missoula. 


We need to take care of our vulnerable people instead of giving police more and more and
more. We need to care for the houseless and oppressed in order to truly prevent crime, instead
of spending our money on arresting people. 


Please please please require John Engen and Jason White to rewrite their budget proposal and
give more funds to preventative action that betters the quality of life for everyone in
Missoula. 


Thank you so much for listening. 
Sincerely, 
Emma C.
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From: Tess Sneeringer
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Investing in safety
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 8:25:47 PM


Hi there,


As a resident of the downtown area of Missoula, I would like the City Council to reappropriate
at least 50% the funds currently allocated to the police department to social services. The big
four for me are homeless services, domestic violence prevention and survivor support, mental
health services, and substance abuse services. I recently saw an argument for the new locker
room facility for the police officers as something that would provide them with basic dignity
at work. Sure, changing clothes in front of coworkers is no one’s dream. But to advocate for
basic dignity when those who suffer from the lack of resources dedicated to the four causes I
listed lack access to basic needs, then the argument fails.


Please read and listen to this community with an open heart and an anti-racist lens. For
example, if you’ve received more emails from those in favor of police funding, think about
why. Do those folks have more access to phones, internet, and time? Does that mean they care
more or that more of them care? No. The ones emailing you for change have everything to
lose by things staying the same. But we aren’t the ones in power, we’re often without political
connections.


Thank you for reading, I sincerely hope you did. 


Tess 
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From: Kinsey Smith
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: MPD 2021 Budget
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 8:07:04 PM


Hello all,


My name is Kinsey Smith, and I am a student here at the University of Montana. Today, I am
writing you to ask you to consider the needs of all Missoulians, and support funding towards
areas such as housing services and mental health services instead of increasing the budget for
our police force. 


As a pharmacy intern in the emergency department at St Patrick Hospital, I am well aware of
how often folks are brought into the emergency room by police officers due to issues
surrounding homelessness or in regards to mental health. While at times it can lead to a
beneficial outcome for the patient, it oftentimes leads to unnecessary labs and testing, which is
wasteful for the patient and the hospital. Many of these so called “problems” could be
mitigated without a police presence, and without unnecessary visits to the emergency room.
An increase in affordable, not gentrified housing, could benefit the lower income population in
Missoula, of which there is a decently large proportion. Funding towards mental health
services, including resources for those struggling with substance use disorder, would also
decrease instances of emergency room visits for those who have been found incapacitated due
to substances, and left to detox in the emergency room until it is safe for them to be placed
back on the streets with little to no support. 


I for one am looking for my city council to support all individuals in this city, and an increased
police presence does not serve all individuals. Everyone deserves access to housing and
healthcare - these are not amenities by any means. However, by increasing the police force
budget while allowing for only a minimal, if that, increase in housing, mental health, and
substance use disorder resources, it goes to show who the city council is focused on serving -
the wealthy individuals in this town. 


Thank you for your time, and I appreciate your consideration on this crucial issue. 


Kinsey Smith
Pharm D. Candidate, 2022
University of Montana Skaggs School of Pharmacy
Rho Chi - Beta Rho Chapter President
APhA-ASP Women’s Health Co-Chair
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From: Megan Chrestenson
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Missoula Police Department Budget
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 11:45:07 AM


Hello,


I am writing to show my support for the Missoula Police Department. The proposed budget is exactly what our town
needs and I hope our officers don’t have to pay the price for something they have not done. They deserve our help,
because they help so many others in our community.


Thanks,
Megan Chrestenson


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Teresa Betts
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Missoula Police Department Budget
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 10:32:29 PM


I support the proposed budget request from the Police Department.  Thank you.


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Jordan Kroll
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Missoula budget
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 6:04:35 PM


I am baffled and disappointed that the mayor would like to increase funding to the Missoula police
department. That money could be better spent on housing and community development, and the mayor is
blatantly ignoring this community. This budget DOES NOT reflect our community values. I DO NOT
support the increase in police funding. I DO support investment in services that promote health and
wellbeing in our community. Shame on mayor Engen. 


Jordan Salazar
Missoula, MT 59802
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From: Renae Justice
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: New Budget - I approve!
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 7:40:08 PM


Thank you, Mayor and Chief, for submitting a thoughtful budget for the coming year.


It is my hope that the city council will accept this budget as it is intended to help our officers
improve skills in several areas.


Defunding the police department in these challenging times simply for political reasons is
wrong and will unwittingly bring danger to our citizens.


Council, Please hold strong and support our law enforcement!!


Thank you!
Renae A. Justice
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From: Mielle Hubbard
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Oppose Increased Funding to MPD
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 4:07:06 PM


Hello,


I am writing to express my disagreement with the increased funding to the Missoula Police
Department. I think as a city we need to question why excess funding to the police would be
deemed necessary and if there is a better place to put our money that would result in more
positive change. I believe there are many opportunities for us to look at systemic problems in
our communities and address them without the police department.


Thank you for your time,
Mielle Hubbard
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From: Guy Baker
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Please be Reasonable and Support Missoula Police
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 5:14:27 PM


As a third generation law enforcement officer and 30+ year veteran of the Missoula Police
Department I wanted to take a minute to respond to the truely disheartening situation we find
ourselves in today. This council has been supportive of MPD for the last several years and the
unfortunate events by some police officers in other states does not represent us. We are the
same MPD that you supported last year and years prior. Please consider what is actually
representative of us in our community. The statistics of Use of Force incidents by MPD in
2019 was less than a quarter of the national average as documented by the USDOJ in 2018.
MPD has always had a committed relationship with the Missoula community and although not
without fault, we have maintained a reputation of being a professional agency that is willing to
self reflect and adapt to changes that improve our response and relationship with the
community. In light of the pressure you are receiving to defund MPD because of the issues in
other places, I would ask that you carefully consider the relevance of those issues to our own
community and its police force and be realistic in your decisions. The Missoula community is
fortunate to have the quality of men and woman of the MPD who serve them with pride,
commitment and professionlisim on a 24/7/365 basis. The MPD has earned - and deserves -
your continued support of us. 


Guy Baker
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From: Jane Kisselbach
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Police Budget - 2021
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 3:07:46 PM


I support the police department and I appreciate all the good they do for our city.
However, I do not support the requested increase in the police budget for 2021. Work
must be done to take duties police are not qualified for and which have not
traditionally been part of police responsibility, such as dealing with those with mental
or substance abuse issues, and fund those who are qualified to deal with those
issues. We have a pilot program designed to further that concept and the funding for
that is not adequate on the 2021 budget. We have a newly approved Housing Trust
Fund which needs to be better funded to assist Missoula residents in finding
affordable housing. I support the funding requested in the police budget for those
things needed for the protection of the police and the citizens of Missoula, but I want
to see the money for nice to haves, such as the showers and storage areas
requested, allocated to more pressing needs elsewhere. I am not convinced the
training outlined in the budget proposal is what is needed or that it is worth the money
proposed although some training is definitely needed. I am still waiting to see some
explanation for the support the police gave to armed civilians attending the protests to
"protect" people and property. That's what we have the police for and armed civilians
should not be functioning in any type of enforcement capacity. I am also very
concerned about the treatment I saw given to a few protestors when it did not appear
to be warranted. The police department certainly has my support, but the proposed
budget does not. Let's please get our priorities straight and put our money behind
those initiatives we say are the most important. 


Thank you all for all you do for us. It's truly amazing the scope of things you have to
deal with and we appreciate the way you handle it all.


Jane Kisselbach     
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From: Denver Keen
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Police Budget.
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 12:28:18 PM


As a citizen of the United States and the State of Montana, I believe that the police budget should be
approved.
We, the people, as a majority, need and want our police departments to keep us safe. They are the
line between safety and
lawlessness. They are why we willingly pay our taxes.
To listen to the voice of a minority is NOT how this country works. . We ALL have rights. And the
majority of the citizens
In Montana WANT and NEED our police.
PLEASE… do not listen and follow the voice of the anarchists’ simply because it seems to be
“politically correct”.
 
Thank you,
A concerned citizen
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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From: Makenzie Ranger
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Police Budget
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 11:58:32 AM


I believe as someone who has studied criminology and received a bachelors degree right
here in Missoula that defunding the police is a grave mistake. Learning from one of the
professors who studied and researched this community, Dusten Hollist, I was taught to
always look into the facts and think all the way through the problem first. This has taught
me to look objectively into this matter. Looking at the facts and leaving emotional and
uneducated opinions out of this matter, we can see that it is not in the public’s best
interest to take money away from the police department. The nation is angry but what is
happening is a rash of mis information and an attempt to solve a very complex problem
with a one size fits all approach. It is catching fire in our nation to defund police. It is a
fire that will burn all of us. Our police officers need more money to be a able to provide
the best possible safety and to the citizens, themselves and you. We must think about the
narrative that’s being pushed. An extremely dangerous narrative that the media
sensationalizes. Yes as we can see from the George Floyd incident there are bad cops
who don’t remember why they were sworn in. To protect and serve the people. No
matter the race, age, gender or economic status. I know many cops who the offender has
shook their hand when they are being arrested because they treat them with dignity and
respect. So many good cops out there and they truly want to do good in their community.
Why this is so dangerous is because I have seen people who will use this to justify
breaking the law because they believe law enforcement is the problem and the system is
broken. I’ve seen people who have HATE grow towards all law enforcement because of
this. I have seen good officers attacked because of this narrative. This narrative does not
reflect the departments here in Missoula and in many other departments. Officers
typically are people that choose to give their lives for something bigger than themselves
and who want to make sure your well-being, family and your property that you own is
safe because you’ve worked so hard to earn that your entire life. Officers on the daily see
that the streets  are safe from drunk drivers killing others. Officers stand up to darkness
when most people would run the other way. There is more to law enforcement than I can
even touch on this email. Officers have an extremely challenging job where they not
only have the constitution of the United States, the state constitution they serve under,
their own department policy as well as in extremely stressful situations try to remember
all of the department trainings and not even to mention upholding themselves to a high
standard in front of their community. This is unprecedented times and law enforcement
needs our help. Law enforcement officers need additional training and resources. There
is always room for improvement but it will take more resources to build that instead of
taking it away. I urge you to stand with law enforcement and accept the proposed budget
set by the Police Chief.


Makenzie Ranger
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From: carol knieper
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Police Department De-funding
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 9:40:24 AM


Please do not reduce the budget for our Missoula Police Department.  We have a horrible drug, homeless, domestic
and general violence problem in Missoula that is currently not be addressed as well as it should be and the Missoula
Police help protect the citizens. Our city also has problems with human trafficking and other not well known issues.
Cutting the budget is the WRONG answer. 


If the budget is cut, please reduce my city taxes! Thank you for your consideration.


Carol and Ken Knieper
2718 Bunkhouse Pl
Missoula, MT 59808
406-207-1682


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Lindsey Schultz
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Police department
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 6:04:15 PM


I support our police department and think that defunding isn’t necessary in our area.  I don’t want to follow areas
that have severely corrupt police departments.  I think appropriate support and training for them would be better. 
Thank you!


Lindsey


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Margaret DeBona
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Police funding
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 8:02:18 PM


Dear Missoula City Council,


I do not support increased funding for MPD. We deserve more that just officers with cameras, we deserve services
for vulnerable citizens. Thank you for your compassion and believing that we can change this system!


Thank you,
Margaret Debona
Ward 2


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Barbara Jennings
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Police
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 9:18:41 AM


Please do not refund our police.  Our police serve and protect all of community.   Thank you, Barbara Jennings
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From: roypmckenzie@icloud.com
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: RE: defunding the police
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 7:41:12 AM


Hello council members,


I am a constituent from Ward 1. My representatives are Brian von Lossberg and Heidi West. 


I wanted to share a letter to the editor of the Missoulian where I expressed my concern about
activist demands to “defund police.”


I hope that the city council will reject these activists demands. 


Here is a link to the letter and I’ve copied it into this email for the record. 


Thank you!


https://missoulian.com/opinion/letters/defunding-strategy-is-wrong-headed-
reactionary/article_0365219d-b826-5570-9a59-fcddd5af67a0.html


Last week, local activists demanded the City Council remove funding from the City of
Missoula Police Department to pay for yet-to-be-determined “community programs” to offset
what they claim is over-policing in Missoula.  


This wrong-headed, reactionary strategy is based on a faulty premise and a
mischaracterization of our local law enforcement, and will no doubt make Missoulians less
safe.  


Activists are asking working people to pay the same taxes for less services. Would there even
be enough money taken from the police budget to fund these “programs?” The answer is,
likely, no.  


Further, who will administer these “community programs”?  


Will they be administered by our elected officials who have a democratic mandate and will
run them for public benefit or will they be administered by non-profits and NGOs that are
unaccountable to the public?  


As a citizen of Missoula, I do not support these activists demands or the defunding of the City
of Missoula Police Department. I ask that the city council reject these activist demands. For
the safety of our community and the good of working people.


Thank you,
Roy McKenzie
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From: Susan Reneau
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site; Ginny Merriam
Subject: Support fully our men and women in the Missoula City Police Department, Fire Department and EMTs
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 10:04:03 PM


Dear Missoula City Council and Mayor Engen,
 
Please always fully support all aspects of the Missoula City Police
Department, Missoula Fire Department and Emergency Medical Technicians
to keep our community safe. I do not want to hear that any police officer,
firefighter, or EMT has to pay out of pocket for any portion of equipment to
keep them safe while on duty.
 
I never want our tiny town to turn into the hell hole of cities we see in
Portland, Seattle, Minneapolis, Chicago, Los Angeles, Detroit and other areas
run by liberal Democrat mayors and liberal Democrat governors that refuse
to support their police and work to defund their police and all law
enforcement.  I currently own property in Missoula County and feel the same
way about fully funding the Missoula County Sheriff’s Department.
 
While you add to my tax bill and debate about making “affordable housing,”
why not reduce “free” bus rides and excessive parks?  Keep the parks you
have now and don’t add new ones. Don’t add new features to the ones you
have.  We need good roads, safe streets because of police and firefighters,
and schools that are open.  We also need businesses that operate in full so
you can collect taxes that pay for all the services the city wants to add to
their budget. 
 
Police Lives Matter and All Lives Matter.
 
Thank you.
 
Susan Campbell Reneau
4 Martha’s Court
Missoula, MT  59803
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From: kathy whitman
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Support the law enforcement
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 6:11:11 PM


Dear Missoula Council,


I would like to implore the council to support the Police Department as requested in the new
budget.
The work they do is exemplary, we have a force to be proud of. They do a fine job and the
items on the budget are the least we can do for them considering all they do for the
community.


PLEASE DO NOT pull their funding. 


Kathy Whitman 
PO Box 16323
Missoula, Montana 59808
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From: Maggie Gibbons
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: important
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 8:15:28 PM


Hello,
I am a concerned citizen of Missoula. I am appalled at the 19 million dollar police budget and the lack of recourses
being allocated to the true community needs of Missoula. I am demanding that the budget be reconsidered and
police funds be redistributed to real safety in Missoula, such as housing, mental health services, substance use
disorder services, and other appropriate areas that do not include policing. I am also calling for the immediate
termination of the officer who brutalized a young Native American person. There is no place for aggressive displays
of racism and white supremacy in our town. I am disgusted that action has not already been taken. Thank you.


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Mary Hoyt
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: missoula
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 9:48:14 PM


hello 
  i would like the mayor to acknowledge how he is openly allowing our police force to be
racist, white supremacist and give them ZERO consequences for theirs actions. he said he
would support the budget for housing and community resources and he has not !!! he is
funding this USELESS police force who just use their “power”, which to be honest they have
none,  to manipulate black and indigenous people in our community! 
you all should be ashamed of yourselves for standing behind him ! 
MISSOULA NEEDS TO BE SAFE FOR MY NEW BABY !
 i want to live here forever but how can i when it makes me sick to know our city doesn’t even
care about everyone that lives in it ! 


sincerely 
mary hoyt
slant streets
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