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From: Ellison Snider
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: BUDGET REFORM - DEFUND NOW !!
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 10:39:21 AM


To the Missoula City Council,


My name is Ellison Snider and I am a resident of Missoula. I am writing to demand that the City Council adopts a
budget that prioritizes community well-being and redirects funding away from the police.


Many Montanans may be tempted to think the unique nature of such a vast, yet sparsely-populated state
minimizes the likelihood of police brutality in our small city communities. However, as reported by the Billings
Gazette last year, Montana ranked ninth in killings by police per capita. In 2017, the Great Falls Tribune reported
Montana police killings reached a total higher than the previous six years. These figures are alarming, but don’t tell
the full story. Under Montana Code § 2-6-102 and Article II, Section 10 of the Montana Constitution, police
disciplinary records are exempt from disclosure if there is an "individual privacy interest that clearly exceeds the
merits of public disclosure." Montana police forces operate within a culture of impunity, and as the members of the
communities they are supposed to be protecting, we can’t even begin to grasp the scope of their violence.


We are in the midst of widespread upheaval over the systemic violence of policing. Empty gestures and
suggestions of “reform” are inadequate and unacceptable. I am demanding that real change be made to the way
this city allocates its resources.


Support for communities in need is necessary now, more than ever. I am demanding that the City Council
meaningfully defund the Missoula Police Department. I join the calls of those across the country to defund the
police. I am demanding a budget that adequately and effectively meets the needs of at-risk Missoula residents
during this trying and uncertain time. I am demanding a budget that supports community wellbeing, rather than
empowering the police forces that tear them apart.


As the City Council, the budget proposal is in your hands. It is your duty to represent your constituents. I am urging
you to completely revise the budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year, and to fund the social programs proven to be
more effective than policing at promoting community safety and equity. Have the courage to be a leader of the
change this city, state, and country desperately needs.


Thank you for your time,
Ellison
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From: lbond@bresnan.net
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Banning guns from citizen actions at the courthouse and in city settings
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 12:27:15 PM


Dear Council Members:
I would like to request that weapons be banned from citizen protests at the courthouse and
other public venues. The large weapons that some people have recently been carrying are
obvious intimidation tactics. These weapon carrying people are interfering with the right to
free speech. Please ask the Missoula Police Force to tell these people they need to either put
their weapons away or leave. This is not about party politics but about public safety and well
being. 
Thank you,
Loraine Bond
Missoula Citizen since 1975
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From: Donna Gaukler
To: "anthonyrboote@yahoo.com"
Cc: Grp. City Council and City Web Site; Mayor Staff; bcc
Subject: Fort Missoula Turf
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 4:49:08 PM
Attachments: image001.png


Fort Missoula Regional Park Natural Grass Fields 6 17 2020.pdf


Hello Tony,
The Mayor, City Council, and BCC have forwarded your emails  to me regarding turf at FMRP and
asked that I respond to you. 
 
“Fort Missoula turf
Everybody who uses the soccer fields at Fort Missoula knows that there is something wrong with the
grass. The fields do not drain properly, are often waterlogged and full of weeds and the goal areas are
often covered in mud. For a new facility, this is, to put it mildly, disappointing and visitors are frankly
baffled that Missoula has such a flawed newly built facility. As a Missoula city and county taxpayer, I am
appalled that $40 m of our money has been so poorly used.
I hereby request that you appoint an independent inquiry to assess: the current state of the fields at Fort
Missoula; how we got to where we are now; what options we have to rectify the situation and what
maintenance should be undertaken by Parks and Recreation. Until we have the results of this inquiry and
remedial action is undertaken, all future bond issues should be put on hold to ensure that taxpayers can
be assured of achieving value for their money which has clearly not been achieved in this case.”
Tony Boote
 
Please find attached our Department’s written response to your email.  There is no doubt that last
spring (2019) we experienced the near perfect storm of late winter snow cover, very heavy sports
use, plus considerable rain during some of the largest turf events. 
 
Use of fields since development of FMRP has grown exponentially.  We have hosted the largest
tournaments in Missoula’s history in most sports.  Earlier this year, Parks and Recreation met with
our largest and most avid user groups.  We have some hard choices to make regarding levels of use
during shoulder seasons, when grass has minimal ability to grow, and during or immediately after
heavy rain.  To date, we have allowed for maximum play, particularly for travel tournaments. 
 
When we met with the representatives of those largest user groups, MP&R explained some of the
internal changes we have made to increase our efforts at providing quality turf while trying to meet
the overwhelming demands that are likely not sustainable long term.  This spring has been
interesting in that the turf is rebounding very well given the first chance to rest during growing
season, since opening day April 29, 2017.  
 
I am not sure when you last used the fields, but TJ, our Maintenance Manager, would be happy to
visit with you on site so you can specifically show him your concerns. 
 
Donna
 
Donna Gaukler, CPRP
Director, Missoula Parks & Recreation
(406) 552-6265
www.missoulaparks.org
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June 17, 2020 - Fort Missoula Regional Park Natural Grass Fields – Facts & FAQs 
Fort Missoula Regional Park sports field turf is managed for two factors – consistent footing and 
consistent ball bounce. 
 
The basis of meeting these goals is active management/protection of the soils and promotion of healthy 
turf growth. 
 
The soils are engineered. The native soil was insufficient in quantity as well as poor in nutrients and 
organic matter. PRZ, a sports field soil engineer, with exceptional experience in construction of sports 
fields for pro and college sports was used to design the soil recipe and construction method that is 
providing quality, well drained, sustainable fields at the Fort. 
 
Excerpt from Prescriptive Root Zone (PRZ) turf management plan 2018 
“You must schedule time off on the fields for Major Annual Turf Renovation but this needs to occur during the best 
recovery time for your grasses. The ideal time for your microclimate for this resting and renovation time would 
be from 5/1-7/30 as these are warmer months and the turf can heal faster. It is important to use these words 
rather than turf maintenance to insure that the user groups understand the importance of this time and are not allowed 
to infringe on it for any reason! This should be placed on everybody’s calendar a year in advance including City 
council and the Park board so this infringement can’t happen. Major Annual Turf Renovation equals sustainable 
turf is how this should be presented”. 
 
Fort Missoula Regional Park sports fields are designed and constructed for optimal drainage both 
through field geometry and the constructed soils. They were designed by a nationally recognized 
consultant for high-use sports turf fields (PRZ Sports Turf Consulting).  Construction was completed by a 
national leader in sports field construction (GreenOne Industries).    
 
A range of options were considered for the field soil design, including sand based fields. After artificial 
turf, sand based fields are the fastest draining fields. They are also the most expensive to maintain and 
are not especially durable for supporting both games and practices. Using native soil only was also 
considered, however, they are poor in organic matter; are usually only a couple inches deep; often have 
too much clay; and, there just wasn’t enough native material available on site. 
 
The soil recipe selected for the sports fields balanced: costs to construct, cost to maintain, local 
sourcing, water consumption, drought resistance, resiliency, recovery, and quality. The engineered soil 
profile is 12 inches deep to promote root growth and healthy, fast recovery of the turf plants. 
 
The fields drain relatively fast by design – about .6 Inches an hour, any faster and the soil will be leached 
of nutrients and organics too quickly. Parks & Recreation has delayed games when rainfall exceeds ½ 
inch an hour and the storm event lasts for more than 2 hours. 
 
It does take time for water to drain completely off the fields because they are crowned and the moisture 
that doesn’t percolate into the soil, must sheet flow (drain) to the swales. Swales are located at both 
ends (N & S) of every field. 
 
Healthy, northern (cool Weather) turf transitions from winter dormancy to green-up to actively growing 
when three environmental factors are aligned: length of daylight (hours), soil rises and stays above 40 
degrees, and soil moisture drops under 30%. The top part of the turf plant (crown) does not begin to 
actively grow until soil temperature hits 60 degrees. 
 











Soil moisture and soil oxygen levels must be balanced in order for growing turf to be healthy and thrive. 
 
Compaction is the enemy of healthy turf. Aeration must be done to relieve compactions, promote 
drainage, and increase soil oxygen levels. There are a number of different methods to aerate. This year, 
Fort Missoula will be core aerated at least twice to an average depth of 4” as well as receive one 
fracture tine aeration treatment to a depth of 6” – 8”. Additionally, a deep tine aeration was recently 
completed.  It promotes deep root growth to 12” depth or more. Currently, many of the new fields have 
roots reaching 10” to 12” depth. 
 
Healthy, deep roots are the critical path to quality turf that is resilient during play and recovers quickly 
after heavy use, such as tournament play. 
 
Last year, Parks & Recreation aerated the sports fields four times and fertilized five times.  In 2020 the 
fields were deep tine aerated to a depth of 10 to 12 inches.   This relieves compaction from use, 
promotes root growth, Increases availability of oxygen and nutrients to the grasses, and maintains 
drainage. 
 
Actively growing health turf consumes soil moisture and nutrients to support photosynthesis. The plant 
consumes CO2 and produces O2. 
 
To counter the potential for slower drainage, the design of the Pitch sports field incorporated backfilling 
of the western most irrigation trenches with sand to promote faster field drainage. Even sand, however, 
won’t drain when the frost layer is present. 
 
The sports fields have soil temperature and moisture sensors. Park Operations staff monitor soil 
temperature and moisture levels in the spring, to help inform when natural field turf begins to grow and 
when conditions allow for sports field use as well as mowing and other horticultural practices that 
require equipment be run over the turf. 
 
Additional info and science: 
Sports Turf Managers Association: https://www.stma.org/knowledge-categories/cultural-practices/ 
University of Pennsylvania Turfgrass science program: 
https://plantscience.psu.edu/research/centers/turf 
Cornell University Sports Field Management Program: Safesportsfields.cals.cornell.edu 
 
 
Additional information from our Park Maintenance Manager  
Condition of turf grass plant/growth: 
We have and continue to investigate/mitigate challenges as they arise, this is a very new facility. We did 
experience some adverse effects to the crown growth last year, likely due to over use/scheduling. 
Although following multiple samples (spring/fall 2018-19), turf grass roots showed +/- 10”, which is 
excellent, condition has since improved. 
 
Park Operations and Recreation continue to work diligently together to find the balance between 
use/rest. This is a challenge, we as a community are deficient in rectangular fields.  Managing turf for 
competitive sports is a unique balance between use and rest, inputs and impacts. In other words the 
amount of play allowed versus the requirements to maintain the desired grade of turf and meet 
community expectations. 
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With that said, in regard specifically to maintenance of FMRP rectangular fields; we conduct the 
following routine horticultural Best Management Practices.  
 



• Mowing 2-3x a week (mulching blades) 
• Spring dethatch 
• As needed fungicidal treatments 
• Fertilizer ~5x a season  
• Spring and fall, as needed herbicide application 
• Aeration 3x a season (4-6” average depth) including a deep tine aeration this year ~8”.  
• Top dress (organic matter) 
• Over-seed at least 1x a year.  



 
This season management practices have not changed significantly, though use of the fields was 
drastically reduced due to COVID.  Coincidentally, the low use was at prime time for the grasses to heal 
(See PRZ excerpt above).  The “crown growth” observed this year is a direct result of giving fields time to 
heal. 
 
Drainage: 
The comment regarding saturated and/or muddy conditions are simply not accurate. We have had 
minor issues in the past; they have since been corrected and mitigated.  
  
Field capacity to handle rainfall is ~1/4”-1/2” an hour depending on various environmental factors and 
duration of the rain event. Although I do not have the raw data (from design), the in the field result over 
the last two years is excellent. We do have the ability to mitigate rain events to some extent and 
increase our percolation rates if conditions warrant, such as a large tournament.  
 
The irrigation system is dynamic, what is commonly referred to as a central or smart controller. 
Specifically, in terms of saturation rates, the system has moisture sensors, that measure soil moisture 
content and make adjustments accordingly. With that said, like all internet technology there are 
challenges when you remove the human aspect.  
 
Goal areas are repaired and re-sodded on an as needed basis.  
 
Weeds:  
We use an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) approach, as specified in the FMRP Turf Management 
Plan (TMP) in managing weeds in turf. The IPM is an integrated, systematic and responsible approach to 
managing living landscapes. Currently, recent test plots show, we have less than 10% undesired weeds 
on average in our rectangular fields at FMRP well within our threshold. Due to COVID, we just completed 
our spring herbicide application; the turf should be relatively weed free for the season. We do not nor 
have we had significant undesirable weed growth in the rectangular fields.  
 
Informal sports field user surveys conducted in 2018 show users satisfied (to extremely satisfied) with 
the quality of the natural turf at a rate of 63%.  12% were somewhat satisfied or unsatisfied.  The 
balance of the responses did not use natural turf so responded with N/A. 
 












Remember to Recreate Today!


 








From: Heather Harp
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Late to PW
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 11:48:21 AM


Colleagues,
 
I have a Rotary presentation today that prevents me from joining Public Works today.  Or at least
part of it.  See you all as soon as I can join you.
 
Ciao,
 
Heather
 
Heather Harp
Councilperson, Ward 3
Missoula, MT  59801
406-550-0786
hharp@ci.missoula.mt.us
 


Please be apprised that this email, responses, and attachments are part of the public record.
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From: Jesse Ramos
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Meeting Link Not Working
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 12:28:21 PM


Unfortunately it still says I am waiting on host to start the meeting. Am I doing something
wrong?
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From: Bekah Redinger
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: On Police In Missoula
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 2:23:08 PM


My name is Rebekah Redinger and I am a resident of Missoula. I know you love
Missoula as much as I do, and I am writing to demand that the City Council
adopts a budget that prioritizes community well-being and redirects funding away
from the police.


Many Montanans may be tempted to think the unique nature of such a vast, yet
sparsely-populated state minimizes the likelihood of police brutality in our small
city communities. However, as reported by the Billings Gazette last year, Montana
ranked ninth in killings by police per capita. In 2017, the Great Falls Tribune
reported Montana police killings reached a total higher than the previous six
years. These figures are alarming, but don’t tell the full story. Under Montana
Code § 2-6-102 and Article II, Section 10 of the Montana Constitution, police
disciplinary records are exempt from disclosure if there is an "individual privacy
interest that clearly exceeds the merits of public disclosure." Montana police
forces operate within a culture of impunity, and as the members of the
communities they are supposed to be protecting, we can’t even begin to grasp the
scope of their violence.


We are in the midst of widespread upheaval over the systemic violence of
policing. Empty gestures and suggestions of “reform” are inadequate and
unacceptable. I am demanding that real change be made to the way this city
allocates its resources.


Support for communities in need is necessary now, more than ever. I am
demanding that the City Council meaningfully de-fund the Missoula Police
Department. I join the calls of those across the country to de-fund the police. I am
demanding a budget that adequately and effectively meets the needs of at-risk
Missoula residents during this trying and uncertain time. I am demanding a
budget that supports community wellbeing, rather than empowering the police
forces that tear them apart.


As the City Council, the budget proposal is in your hands. It is your duty to
represent your constituents. I am urging you to completely revise the budget for
the 2020-2021 fiscal year, and to fund the social programs proven to be more
effective than policing at promoting community safety and equity. Have the
courage to be a leader of the change this city, state, and country desperately
needs.


Thank you for your time,
Rebekah Redinger


eagledive@aol.com


rebekah.redinger@umontana.edu
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From: Jon Cardiello
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Please Invest in the Missoula Community! (not just the polisce)!
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 12:45:59 PM


Hello Missoula City Council,


I'm writing in hopes that you will consider investing in the Missoula community -
rather than continuing to dump massive sums of money into the police department. 
I stand with the many other concerned citizens who don't support our taxpayer
money going towards the police department.. especially not towards a $250,000
new locker room!  I think there is a lot of work to be done moving forward but I
hope you will join us in envisioning a brighter future in Missoula where our city is
investing in homeless shelters, social workers, education, mental health experts, drug
abuse resources, (the list goes on) rather than giving a disproportionate amount of
this funding to the police department.  


I know these ideas are a lot to take in so quickly.. but I truly hope that we can all
learn from the current BLM movement.  It should be alarming that so few people feel
like the police are there to protect them when the police department is a publicly
funded organization. That is messed up! I hope that Missoula can be a leader for
the state of Montana in taking some bold steps to realign our city budget with the
values of prioritizing the well being of our community.


ALSO  I think the city council and Mayor Engen should publicly denounce the white
supremecist military groups that have been harassing our BIPOC community and
simultaneously claiming to be "protecting the protesters."  This is a really scary
presence in our community and we do need your guidance on addressing it.  Most
importantly we need to be listening to the most vulnerable members of our
community WHO ARE LEAVING TOWN BECAUSE THEY ARE SCARED OF THESE
PEOPLE.  


Thank you I appreciate your time in reading this!   Also - are these messages being
read?  Any sort of response would be much appreciated!  


Jon Cardiello
I am a resident of Ward 1  
845 Willow St. Missoula MT 59802
joncardiello@gmail.com
(406) 461 6828
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From: J. Kevin Hunt
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Proposed Msla Open Carry Ordinance
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 4:31:29 PM


June 16, 2020


Dear Mayor and Council:


Here is a proposed ordinance complying with Montana law that would constitutionally
regulate open carrying of firearms at public assemblies within the City of Missoula:
--------------------------------------------
AN ORDINANCE REGULATING OPEN CARRYING OF FIREARMS


Be it ordained by the City of Missoula:


Section 1. The people of the City of Missoula find and declare that:


(a) The open carrying of firearms by individuals at public assemblies within the boundaries of
the City of Missoula has a chilling effect on the people's exercise of their constitutional rights
of peaceful assembly, and constitutes a threat to public safety by imbuing such individuals
with the ability to intimidate, coerce, and cause apprehension of harm to, persons lawfully
assembled. Incidents of racial intimidation, assault, and unlawful restraint that have been
committed against persons engaged in their right of peaceful assembly, by individuals openly
carrying firearms at such lawful assemblages within city boundaries, exemplify that public
safety threat.  


(b) Montana Code Annotated (2019), 45-8-351 expressly provides that, "for public safety," a
"county, city, town, consolidated local government, or other local government unit has power
to prevent and suppress the carrying of concealed or unconcealed weapons to a public
assembly, publicly owned building, park under its jurisdiction, or school, and the possession
of firearms by convicted felons, adjudicated mental incompetents, illegal aliens, and minors."


Section 2. OPEN CARRYING OF FIREARMS AT PUBLIC ASSEMBLIES PROHIBITED;
EXCEPTIONS; PENALTIES.


(a) Except as provided in subsections (b), (c) and (d) of this Section, it is unlawful for any
person to openly carry any firearm at any public assembly within the boundaries of the City of
Missoula.


(b) Nothing contained in this section prohibits the legitimate display of firearms at shows or
other public occasions by collectors and others, or prohibits the legitimate transportation of
firearms through places under the jurisdiction of the City of Missoula.


(c) The Chief of Police or his/her Police Department designee may issue a no-fee permit
allowing the open carrying of firearms by: participants in bona fide historic reenactments;
active and reserve members of the United States Armed Forces and members of the Montana
National Guard, and similar organizations participating in lawful parades and Honor Guards
and memorial services, and by actors in public theatrical performances. Such permits shall
provide that they do not authorize possession of firearms by convicted felons, adjudicated
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mental incompetents, illegal aliens, minors, or persons under any domestic violence protective
order. Such permits may prohibit open carry of firearms loaded with live ammunition, and
may prohibit any person subject to said permit from being in physical possession of live
ammunition while exercising the privileges bestowed by the permit. A single permit under this
subsection may be issued to a group provided that the group applying for the permit supplies
the Police Department, at time of application, with a roster of the names and dates of birth of
all persons requested to be included within the scope of the permit. The permit shall be valid
for a definite period of time recited thereon, with specific dates and times of commencement
and expiration of the privileges therein granted. Such permits shall be issued upon timely and
complete submission of application by the applicant unless issuance would violate any
provision of this ordinance. To be timely, such application shall be submitted not less than ten
days prior to the date of commencement of the privileges sought, excluding Saturdays,
Sundays and legal holidays.


(d) Nothing in this ordinance prohibits open carrying of firearms at public assemblies by
sworn law enforcement officers wearing uniform and displaying badge.


(e) Any person who openly carries a firearm in violation of subsection (a) of this subsection or
contrary to a permit issued pursuant to subsection (c) of this ordinance, commits the offense of
Unpermitted Open Carry of Firearm at Public Assembly, a misdemeanor, and upon conviction
shall be imprisoned for a period not to exceed six months, and/or fined an amount not to
exceed five hundred dollars and not less than two-hundred-fifty dollars.


Section 3. Following its adoption, the City Attorney shall cause this ordinance to be duly and
properly codified in the Municipal Code of the City of Missoula.


Section 4. This ordinance being necessary for the immediate safety of the community, it shall
take effect immediately upon its adoption by the Missoula City Council. 
--------------------------------------------------


Regards,


/s/ J. Kevin Hunt
Ward 1








From: Ella Dohrmann
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Protect Black lives
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 5:55:32 PM


To the Missoula City Council,


My name is Ella Dohrmann and I am a resident of Missoula County. I am writing to demand that the City Council
adopts a budget that prioritizes community well-being and redirects funding away from the police.


Many Montanans may be tempted to think the unique nature of such a vast, yet sparsely-populated state minimizes
the likelihood of police brutality in our small city communities. However, as reported by the Billings Gazette last
year, Montana ranked ninth in killings by police per capita. In 2017, the Great Falls Tribune reported Montana
police killings reached a total higher than the previous six years. These figures are alarming, but don’t tell the full
story. Under Montana Code § 2-6-102 and Article II, Section 10 of the Montana Constitution, police disciplinary
records are exempt from disclosure if there is an "individual privacy interest that clearly exceeds the merits of public
disclosure." Montana police forces operate within a culture of impunity, and as the members of the communities
they are supposed to be protecting, we can’t even begin to grasp the scope of their violence.


We are in the midst of widespread upheaval over the systemic violence of policing. Empty gestures and suggestions
of “reform” are inadequate and unacceptable. I am demanding that real change be made to the way this city allocates
its resources.


Support for communities in need is necessary now, more than ever. I am demanding that the City Council
meaningfully defund the Missoula Police Department. I join the calls of those across the country to defund the
police. I am demanding a budget that adequately and effectively meets the needs of at-risk Missoula residents during
this trying and uncertain time. I am demanding a budget that supports community wellbeing, rather than
empowering the police forces that tear them apart.


As the City Council, the budget proposal is in your hands. It is your duty to represent your constituents. I am urging
you to completely revise the budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year, and to fund the social programs proven to be
more effective than policing at promoting community safety and equity. Have the courage to be a leader of the
change this city, state, and country desperately needs.


Thank you for your time,
Ella Dohrmann
409 E Front St
edohrmann418@gmail.com
(402)660-4613


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Jordan Hess
To: Jesse Ramos; Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Re: Meeting Link Not Working
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 12:29:19 PM


Several of us are in the same boat.


Jordan Hess, Alderman
Missoula City Council, Ward 2


(406) 552-4050


From: Jesse Ramos <JRamos@ci.missoula.mt.us>
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 12:28:20 PM
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site <Council@ci.missoula.mt.us>
Subject: Meeting Link Not Working
 
Unfortunately it still says I am waiting on host to start the meeting. Am I doing something
wrong?
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From: Bryan von Lossberg
To: J. Kevin Hunt
Cc: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Re: You CAN prohibit open carry at demonstrations
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 3:45:55 PM


Mr. Hunt,


Through Council action in the fall of 2018, the City exercised its power under 45-8-351 to
prohibit firearms for public safety purposes in several designated areas. The details are
available in Missoula code 8.58 here:
https://www.ci.missoula.mt.us/DocumentCenter/View/1029/Municipal-Code-Title-08-Health-
-Safety?bidId=#Chapter_8_58


One of the key issues we were trying to address was safety at election locations (since some
were not at schools). And we were also codifying long-standing administrative policy at
developed parks prohibiting firearms.


The County Courthouse lawn is an area under the County's jurisdiction.


It is worth noting that Caras Park is identified in 8.58.010 Exhibit A as an area where firearms
are prohibited.


It is also worth noting that LR-130 is on the ballot in November and will strip local
jurisdictions of some of these powers should it pass.


Regards,
Bryan


Bryan von Lossberg
Alderman, Missoula City Council - Ward 1
City Council President
522 Howell St
Missoula, MT 59802
(406) 552-7806


On Jun 17, 2020, at 3:01 PM, J. Kevin Hunt <jkhesq23@gmail.com> wrote:


June 16, 2020


Mayor and Council:


Contrary to Mayor Engen's claims, it appears that Missoula CAN prohibit open
carry of firearms at demonstrations. The 2019 Montana Code Annotated provides
(see, section 2):


45-8-351. Restriction on local government regulation of firearms. 


(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), a county, city, town, consolidated local
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government, or other local government unit may not prohibit, register, tax,
license, or regulate the purchase, sale or other transfer (including delay in
purchase, sale, or other transfer), ownership, possession, transportation, use, or
unconcealed carrying of any weapon, including a rifle, shotgun, handgun, or
concealed handgun.


(2) (a) For public safety purposes, a city or town may regulate the discharge of
rifles, shotguns, and handguns. A county, city, town, consolidated local
government, or other local government unit has power to prevent and suppress the
carrying of concealed or unconcealed weapons to a public assembly, publicly
owned building, park under its jurisdiction, or school, and the possession of
firearms by convicted felons, adjudicated mental incompetents, illegal aliens, and
minors.


(b) Nothing contained in this section allows any government to prohibit the
legitimate display of firearms at shows or other public occasions by collectors and
others or to prohibit the legitimate transportation of firearms through any
jurisdiction, whether in airports or otherwise.


(c) A local ordinance enacted pursuant to this section may not prohibit a
legislative security officer who has been issued a concealed weapon permit from
carrying a concealed weapon in the state capitol as provided in 45-8-317.


Why don't you either adopt an ordinance permitted by section 2, or refer one to
Missoula voters for consideration?


/s/ J. Kevin Hunt
Ward 1








From: J. Kevin Hunt
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Response to VP Von Lossberg
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 6:36:57 PM


---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: J. Kevin Hunt <jkhesq23@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Jun 17, 2020, 5:19 PM
Subject: Re: You CAN prohibit open carry at demonstrations
To: Bryan von Lossberg <BvonLossberg@ci.missoula.mt.us>


Council Vice President Von Lossberg:


Thank you very much for your prompt reply.


I suggest that you review the proposed ordinance I have emailed to the Mayor and Council,
which I submit is superior to what you have adopted, with respect to public assemblies.


As far as County jurisdiction over the courthouse lawn is concerned, that is, of course, not a
basis for rejecting this proposal. It would take ten seconds to amend the proposal by changing
"within the boundaries of the City of Missoula" to "subject to the jurisdiction of the City of
Missoula."


This proposal is not prohibited by the Fox decision that invalidated Missoula's former
background check ordinance.


The County Commission could adopt a version of this ordinance that applied specifically to
places within the boundaries of the City of Missoula that are subject to County jurisdiction.


In sum, you make valid points, none of which, however, makes a cogent case against this
proposal given the ease with which it may be tweaked to accommodate the County's
jurisdiction over some venues located within the Missoula city limits.


Thanks again for your prompt reply. We should not wait for the outcome of the statewide
ballot measure before adopting this ordinance. We dodged a bullet on June 5 and as I'm sure
you are aware, armed, openly-carrying white vigilantes shot and killed an anti-colonial statue
demonstrator in Albequerque the other day. (See, link subjoined hereto).


Failure to act swiftly will, I predict, not bode well for re-election prospects of Councilpersons,
a consideration totally eclipsed by the terror people of color are experiencing in Missoula. 


The Montana Constitutional  right to peaceably assemble is easily frustrated by those with
rifles, a point the Montana Legislature recognized in enacting MCA 45-8-351.


Regards,


/s/ J. Kevin Hunt
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https://www.google.com/amp/s/amp.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/jun/17/armed-vigilantes-
under-scrutiny-after-statue-protester-shot-new-mexico


On Wed, Jun 17, 2020, 3:45 PM Bryan von Lossberg <BvonLossberg@ci.missoula.mt.us>
wrote:


Mr. Hunt,


Through Council action in the fall of 2018, the City exercised its power under 45-8-351 to
prohibit firearms for public safety purposes in several designated areas. The details are
available in Missoula code 8.58
here: https://www.ci.missoula.mt.us/DocumentCenter/View/1029/Municipal-Code-Title-08-
Health--Safety?bidId=#Chapter_8_58


One of the key issues we were trying to address was safety at election locations (since some
were not at schools). And we were also codifying long-standing administrative policy at
developed parks prohibiting firearms.


The County Courthouse lawn is an area under the County's jurisdiction.


It is worth noting that Caras Park is identified in 8.58.010 Exhibit A as an area where
firearms are prohibited.


It is also worth noting that LR-130 is on the ballot in November and will strip local
jurisdictions of some of these powers should it pass.


Regards,
Bryan


Bryan von Lossberg
Alderman, Missoula City Council - Ward 1
City Council President
522 Howell St
Missoula, MT 59802
(406) 552-7806


On Jun 17, 2020, at 3:01 PM, J. Kevin Hunt <jkhesq23@gmail.com> wrote:


June 16, 2020


Mayor and Council:


Contrary to Mayor Engen's claims, it appears that Missoula CAN prohibit open
carry of firearms at demonstrations. The 2019 Montana Code Annotated
provides (see, section 2):


45-8-351. Restriction on local government regulation of firearms. 
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(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), a county, city, town, consolidated local
government, or other local government unit may not prohibit, register, tax,
license, or regulate the purchase, sale or other transfer (including delay in
purchase, sale, or other transfer), ownership, possession, transportation, use, or
unconcealed carrying of any weapon, including a rifle, shotgun, handgun, or
concealed handgun.


(2) (a) For public safety purposes, a city or town may regulate the discharge of
rifles, shotguns, and handguns. A county, city, town, consolidated local
government, or other local government unit has power to prevent and suppress
the carrying of concealed or unconcealed weapons to a public assembly,
publicly owned building, park under its jurisdiction, or school, and the
possession of firearms by convicted felons, adjudicated mental incompetents,
illegal aliens, and minors.


(b) Nothing contained in this section allows any government to prohibit the
legitimate display of firearms at shows or other public occasions by collectors
and others or to prohibit the legitimate transportation of firearms through any
jurisdiction, whether in airports or otherwise.


(c) A local ordinance enacted pursuant to this section may not prohibit a
legislative security officer who has been issued a concealed weapon permit
from carrying a concealed weapon in the state capitol as provided in 45-8-317.


Why don't you either adopt an ordinance permitted by section 2, or refer one to
Missoula voters for consideration?


/s/ J. Kevin Hunt
Ward 1


Messages and attachments sent to or from this e-mail account pertaining to City business
may be considered public or private records depending on the message content. The City is
often required by law to provide public records to individuals requesting them. The City is
also required by law to protect private, confidential information. This message is intended
for the use of the individual or entity named above. If you are not the intended recipient of
this transmission, please notify the sender immediately, do not forward the message to
anyone, and delete all copies. Thank you     








From: Email Security Gateway
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Spam Quarantine Summary - (4)
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 8:01:09 AM


Spam Quarantine Summary


Total inbound quarantined emails for council@ci.missoula.mt.us: 4 messages


The emails listed below are ones that have been placed in your quarantine digest since the last quarantine summary was sent.


Messages older than 30 days will be removed
Email Quarantined Since Last Notification (2020-Jun-15 08:00:49): 1 message
From Subject Actions


info@pacifictraininggroup.com 15% Discount - Court Security, PREA Investigations,
Gang Prevention- eLearning Courses Deliver | Whitelist | Delete | View


Previously Quarantined Email: 3 messages
From Subject Actions
ken-e7@dhkfthj.wang New NFC Ring Deliver | Whitelist | Delete | View


noreply@ifia.com IFIA & inventRight Team Up to Help Inventors License
Ideas Deliver | Whitelist | Delete | View


noreply@ifia.com IFIA invites members to help UNESCO set global
guidelines on topicsof interest Deliver | Whitelist | Delete | View


 DELETE ALL DISPLAYED EMAILS


Click on the Deliver link to have that message delivered to your primary inbox.
Click on the Whitelist link to have that message delivered to your primary inbox and that sender whitelisted.
Click on the Delete link to remove that message from your quarantine.
Click on the View link to display that message in a new Message Details browser window.


Manage your allowed / blocked list Set quarantine notification intervals


View your entire Quarantine Inbox or manage your preferences.
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From: Geoff Easton
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site; Mayor Staff
Subject: Who are we? Who can we be?
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 11:28:20 AM


06/17/2020


Dear Mr. Mayor and City Council,


Well, it has been quite a 2020 so far and we just creeped over the halfway mark.  Hang in 
there, we can get through this and perhaps, if not probably, build a stronger more resilient 
community because of all we have endured.


With the murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmed Arboury and quite a few other 
people of color recently, protests have erupted nationwide in response.  One theme that 
has emerged from this movement is the idea to de-fund the police.  It is in fact a worthy 
idea and I encourage you to take up the discussion seriously, but perhaps not for the 
reasons you suspect.


The Missoula Police Department is by and large a respected and well trained unit.  Many of 
us take the Mayor at his word that Chief White has the skills, background and training to 
lead a department in these times.  Missoula can be a bit of an island, we don’t see a lot of 
the same abuses that happen in other places.  This is, as well all know, MIssoula’s curse 
and blessing.  Because we are ‘different,’ we are, well, different.  But his is actually not the 
case and we should not as a community assume it to be true.


The crime rate in the U.S. has fallen steadily since the mid 1990’s, and violent crimes have 
led this trend.  There are many factors, some unknown, some unknowable, that have led to 
this decline, but in real and relative terms the average U.S. citizen of any type is safer from 
their fellow citizens than anytime in our history.  Belying this trend, however, is a steep rise 
in incarceration, exploding police budgets, and a continued if not growing problem of police 
brutality against those they are charged to protect.  One of the factors driving this growth is 
that so many new laws have been passed across the country that make things like being 
poor, vulnerable, addicted or generally just ‘other,’ illegal and under the jurisdiction the local 
police force.


Missoula is no exception in this growth of laws intended to maintain social order and in fact 
should now take the opportunity to revisit one area where the police have been given 
powers that they are ill equipped to deal with.


In October of 2014 MIssoula enacted statute 9.03.010 entitled the City of Missoula 
Solicitation and Aggressive Solicitation as Acts of Disorderly Conduct Act.  This was 
colloquially known at the time as the ‘aggressive panhandling law.’  Put aside other 
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complaints about this law, that it targets being poor, it has a hint of denying free speech and 
free assembly and that it in practice targets a generally Native American crowd, the real 
issue is that it (again) introduced police work into a situation where they have little training 
or background, few means of working towards a successful outcome and put officers into a 
situation where they just play ‘whack-a-mole’ with the same group of people over and over, 
all year long.


Now, I could probably live with this law, but it is a perfect example of how social ills have 
become criminalized and put into this box that came under the purview of police.  Now is a 
perfect opportunity to revisit this kind of law and take a look at how we police, what we 
police and what we as a community want handled differently.


So, yes, de-fund the police.  Figure out what the cost is in policing Missoula Code 9.03.010 
and direct that money to social service entities that can actually assist ‘aggressive 
panhandlers’ and perhaps effect long-term change in this regard.  No one is saying don’t 
police bank robbers or rapists, but what we are saying, in part, is that social issues that are 
often real don’t need to fall under the purview of law enforcement.  Homelessness, 
addiction, curfews... the list is long.  When you criminalize social ills, you introduce people 
to the criminal justice system that otherwise would never be exposed to it.  Some pay their 
fine and move on, some get sucked into a cycle of recidivism and resentment that follows 
them for a long time.


We can do better.  We can and should have a long in-depth discussion about how we want 
to live in this town, how we can make each other feel safe and how we can all work to 
develop a community that cares about each and every last one of us.  But a large, growing 
police force that is expected to wear too many hats in an increasingly complex world is not 
the answer.  


I encourage the Mayor, Chief White and all City Council members to take a deep and 
honest look at the Police budget and be honest in their assessment of ‘Is This Who We 
Want To Be.’


Sincerely,


Geoff Easton
Ward 1








From: J. Kevin Hunt
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: You CAN prohibit open carry at demonstrations
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 3:02:02 PM


June 16, 2020


Mayor and Council:


Contrary to Mayor Engen's claims, it appears that Missoula CAN prohibit open carry of
firearms at demonstrations. The 2019 Montana Code Annotated provides (see, section 2):


45-8-351. Restriction on local government regulation of firearms. 


(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), a county, city, town, consolidated local government,
or other local government unit may not prohibit, register, tax, license, or regulate the purchase,
sale or other transfer (including delay in purchase, sale, or other transfer), ownership,
possession, transportation, use, or unconcealed carrying of any weapon, including a rifle,
shotgun, handgun, or concealed handgun.


(2) (a) For public safety purposes, a city or town may regulate the discharge of rifles,
shotguns, and handguns. A county, city, town, consolidated local government, or other local
government unit has power to prevent and suppress the carrying of concealed or unconcealed
weapons to a public assembly, publicly owned building, park under its jurisdiction, or school,
and the possession of firearms by convicted felons, adjudicated mental incompetents, illegal
aliens, and minors.


(b) Nothing contained in this section allows any government to prohibit the legitimate display
of firearms at shows or other public occasions by collectors and others or to prohibit the
legitimate transportation of firearms through any jurisdiction, whether in airports or otherwise.


(c) A local ordinance enacted pursuant to this section may not prohibit a legislative security
officer who has been issued a concealed weapon permit from carrying a concealed weapon in
the state capitol as provided in 45-8-317.


Why don't you either adopt an ordinance permitted by section 2, or refer one to Missoula
voters for consideration?


/s/ J. Kevin Hunt
Ward 1
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