Wildfire Preparedness Subcommittee—Grant Creek Neighborhood Council
7 to 8:30 p.m. March 21, 1380 Starwood Drive
Attending: Lee Clemmensen, Kim Birck, Mike Cole, John Langstaff, Brian Walter, Bert Lindler, Tim Hunt
Karen Gasvoda (Office of Neighborhoods), Maxwell Rebholz (Missoula County Wildfire Preparedness
Coordinator)
What’s Happening to Prepare for Wildfire in Grant Creek? Max Rebholz has applied for a United Way
grant that he hopes will provide funds to allow him to help 10 communities in Missoula County prepare
for wildfire. He has also applied for a much larger grant from the Federal Emergency Management
Administration to reduce hazardous fuels.
Brian Walter discussed the need for fuel breaks on public lands near homes. He presented an “Action
Item” list for the committee’s use (see attachment).
Max Rebholz said there’s no need to clear cut the boundary between forest and backyards. Shaded fuel
breaks 30 to 100 feet deep should do the job. Ladder fuels are removed, trees are cut so the canopies
are no closer than 10 to 20 feet from each other, and the trees are limbed 6 to 10 feet above the
ground.
Max Rebholz’s first priority in the coming months is to prepare a community risk assessment. A team of
fire officials accompanied by neighborhood volunteers will need to spend a day or two driving through
lower, middle and upper Grant Creek to set priorities for work that’s needed. Afterward, Rebholz will
write up the assessment with specific recommendations for action.
John Langstaff, Tim Hunt, Mike Cole, and Brian Walter agreed to help with the assessment as
neighborhood volunteers.
Mike Cole suggested that it might be possible to train neighborhood volunteers to conduct home
assessments.
Cole also brought up the question of reducing fire hazard along the right-of-way on Grant Creek Road
(see attachment), the only way in and out of Grant Creek. He wants to make sure that folks know that
work is taking place in Grant Creek. Working along Grant Creek Road would serve that purpose, as
would publicity, such as an article in “Grant Creek Living.” John Langstaff has also been advocating for
reducing the fire hazard along the right-of-way on Grant Creek Road.
There was discussion about organizing disposal of slash generated by homeowners working on their own
property. John Langstaff said that during an earlier community preparedness campaign, homeowners
were asked to pile slash along the road. A chipper followed by a dump truck chipped and disposed of the
slash.
Lee Clemmensen shared information about fire-resistant paints (see attachments).
Max Rebholz said that State Farm provides $500 grants each year (application deadline in March) for
communities that want to designate projects for “Wildfire Community Preparedness Day” (in May):
https://www.nfpa.org/public-education/campaigns/national-wildfire-community-preparedness-day

Approval of the February 25, 2019 Minutes: John Langstaff moved and Lee Clemmensen seconded that
the subcommittee approve the draft minutes of the February 25, 2019 meeting that had been circulated
using the city’s listserv for the Grant Creek Neighborhood Council. The minutes were approved by
unanimous voice vote.
Attachments:
Thoughts on Use of Montana Conservation Corps for Wildfire Mitigation Projects (prepared by Mike
Cole)
Action Items for Grant Creek Wildfire Preparedness (prepared by Brian Walter)
Fire-Resistant Paints (provided by Lee Clemmensen)

