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As winter fades into spring, the Public Works & Mobility Department’s hard-working staff are
preparing for an incredibly busy construction season. Providing more affordable housing is one of the
City’s strategic initiatives, and Public Works is heavily involved in planning for transportation and
utility infrastructure that will “pave the way” for many new housing units in the near future.
City and County staff, along with many community partners, worked together to obtain a $13
million federal BUILD grant for transportation improvements in the Mullan Rd. area. Our water,
sewer, and stormwater utilities recently received an additional $13.3 million in federal infrastructure
funds through the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), and we are applying for additional ARPA grants.
These federal grants require additional local matching funds, resulting in even greater total
planned investment in our infrastructure. For example, the Mullan BUILD project will result in a total
$20 million investment in transportation and utility infrastructure in that area, including $2.6 million
in new water mains and $1 million in new sewer main. Using area development fees, each utility will
pay for the infrastructure to be installed, but developers will refund the utility as they connect to the
facilities.
Continued on page 4

Busy Construction Season Ahead for City Infrastructure Projects
Public Works & Mobility staff, in conjunction with our
consultants and contractors, are preparing for a busy
infrastructure construction season around Missoula. Surface
transportation projects slated for this year include:
•

•

and Missoula Parks and Recreation projects, are shown on
the infrastructure project map at www.missoulamaps.com.

Eaton St. Project - Phase 1 (Eaton from S. 7th St. W. to S.
13th St. W. and S. 10th St. W. from Eaton to Schilling) for
sidewalk and right-of-way improvements installation,
Mullan Rd. road widening at Chuck Wagon Dr., and

•

S. Russell St. trail crossing (near the County Fairgrounds).
Multiple utility projects will begin soon as well, including:
• Upper and Lower Lincoln Hills and Upper Prospect water
tank replacement projects,
• Resource Recovery Facility Solar Project, and
•Water main replacements on
→Cooper St. Alley – Burns St. to Hawthorne St.
→Shakespeare Ave. – Phillips St. to Howell St.
→West Broadway – May St. to Front St.
→Cooley St./Stoddard St. – Burns St. to Bulwer St.
→Beckwith St. – Woodford St. to Rollins St.
Details on these projects and other Public Works &
Mobility projects will be updated at
www.ci.missoula.mt.us/2649/Projects once available.
All City-led projects, including street paving and chip
sealing work and Missoula Redevelopment Agency (MRA)

Public Works & Mobility Engineering staff ensure all construction
work complies with City standards and specifications.

Recycle Your Compostable Materials at Garden City Compost
As you clean out your garden beds and prepare it and your lawn for
the summer growing season, remember to bring your vegetative and
organic materials to Garden City Compost to be recycled into compost.
We accept leaves, grass clippings, dead flowers and plants, brush, trees,
dirt, roots, wood shavings, sawdust, and unpainted/untreated
dimensional lumber.
Composting these items keeps them out of the landfill and instead
helps create a naturally sustainable and exceptional quality compost for
use in any application. In 2021, we kept the following out of the landfill:
• 1,700 tons of wasted food and compostable items
• 2,158 dry tons of treated bio solids
• 15,000 cubic yards of leaves
• 6,771 tons of mixed organics, including lumber
Adding compost to your soil provides nutrients for plants this
season while enhancing it for future years. Compost naturally breaks

Present this coupon for:
$5 off any cubic yard purchase
of Compost or Topdress
May not be combined with
any other offers

down within the existing soil, releasing
nutrients, providing better moisture retention,
and feeding beneficial organisms. The result is a
rich soil that is ready for all your planting
needs.

Open Saturdays
Monday - Saturday
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
(products loaded until 4 p.m.)

1125 Clark Fork Lane
406-552-6619
www.ci.missoula.mt.us/
2089/Garden-CityCompost

Watering Tips for Your Trees This Summer
During Missoula’s hot summer months, urban trees frequently struggle to remain healthy in our dry climate. Supplemental watering of trees in your yards and boulevards helps
ensure that they will provide cooling shade for years to come.
(Please remember that city code requires property owners to
water their boulevard trees.) Most species of landscape trees
require the equivalent of 1 to 2 inches of rainfall weekly
throughout the growing season.
When watering trees remember that unlike turf, trees
prefer less frequent, deep waterings, and trees need water in
the entire area under the canopy. Watering at night or in the
early morning helps your trees make the most of this water
and prevents losing it to evaporation.
An easy way to determine if you are watering the correct
amount is to place an empty tuna can (or similar) under the
tree and turn on your water source. When the can has filled to
the top, the tree has received an appropriate amount of water
for that location. For larger trees, you can then move your

sprinkler to another location under the canopy and let it run
for the same amount of time.
Trees provide numerous environmental, economic, and
social benefits, and supplemental watering throughout the
growing season will help to make sure you are getting the
most from your trees. For more information, visit
www.ci.missoula.mt.us/230/Urban-Forestry.

Affordable Commutes
With gas prices higher than ever,
it’s a great time to consider other ways
to get around. Missoula residents have a
variety of affordable and convenient sustainable commute options. Choosing to
walk, bike, ride the bus, carpool, or telecommute for even just a few trips a
week is key to saving money, reducing
our dependence on fossil fuels, improving air quality, boosting individual physical activity, and creating more vibrant
communities.
Bike/Walk: In addition to an interconnected trail system and bike lanes on
major roadways, Missoula also has a
network of Neighborhood Greenways
that offer a direct but low-stress option
when traveling by bike or foot. Locate
the greenway in your neighborhood at
missoulainmotion.com/greenways.
Bus: Mountain Line’s zero-fare bus
system is going to get even better this
summer when it expands service adding

late nights and Sunday service. Not on a bus route? Riding a bike or even leaving a
car at the closest bus stop can save you the hassle of having to find parking at your
final destination.
Carpool: The carpool finder on Way to Go! Missoula allows you to find an
existing carpool or start your own. Consider sharing a ride with someone in your
neighborhood or even someone who lives along your daily commute route.
Missoula In Motion is here to help you see commuting differently. From customized route plans to free resources like maps and bike lights, we have everything you need for a safe and sustainable commute. Visit MissoulaInMotion.com to
get started today.

We Can All Help Prevent Stormwater Pollution
Nonpoint source pollution comes from many sources
and is caused by rainfall or snowmelt moving over and
through the ground. As it moves, it picks up and carries
away pollutants, depositing them into our rivers, streams,
and groundwater. This type of pollution is the leading
cause of water quality problems in Montana and across
the U.S. Some common sources include pet waste, excess
yard chemicals, oil and grease from roads, and sediment
from improperly managed construction sites.

DON’T POLLUTE
DOO GOOD

for clean water

We can all help protect water quality when we
remember to:
•

Keep pet waste, leaves, and yard debris out of the
street,

•

Use compost or apply yard chemicals sparingly,

•

Fix leaky vehicles as soon as possible, and

•

Never dispose of anything in a storm drain.

Only Rain Down the Drain!

Memorial Day at the Missoula City Cemetery
The Missoula City Cemetery is gearing up for the upcoming
Spring, and Memorial Day weekend. As we head into this wonderful
sunny time of year, we would like to welcome you to come and experience all the breathtaking beauty and history that the Missoula
City Cemetery has to offer. Walk our serene paths lined with trees,
enjoy the sunshine filtering through the leaves, and keep an eye out
for all the beautiful birds that inhabit our grounds.
As we approach Memorial Day, we would like to remind visitors that the Cemetery’s office and grounds will be open Saturday,
Sunday, and Monday during Memorial Day weekend. We also want
to remind anyone wishing to leave flowers or decorations that our
grounds are cleared of all items except authorized flower beds, boxes, or vases beginning at 8 a.m. on June 10, 2022. If you have any
questions, please contact our office at 406-552-6070, or visit our
website at www.ci.missoula.mt.us/91/Cemetery.
Right: Watch for upcoming activities at the Cemetery like this self-guided
bike tour of our beautiful grounds.
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The water utility has a very busy construction season
planned that includes 3 new water tanks totaling $3.6 million
and 6 projects to replace 7,370 linear feet of water mains for
$4.8 million. We will also install new water meters to replace
defective and outdated ones for $1.1 million. The total planned
investment in water infrastructure this year is about $12.6
million. These projects will largely be funded with State
Revolving Fund loans and other local financing. The ARPAfunded projects will occur in future years.
Infrastructure and development projects all take an
incredible investment in time from our staff as well as local
engineers and contractors. The unprecedented growth in
subdivisions and other developments also places a great strain
on our resources as we help these projects move through the
review process. We are proud to have played an important
role in the 1,338 new permitted housing units in 2021.

For more information on our infrastructure projects,
please visit www.ci.missoula.mt.us/2649/Projects. We
understand that these projects can create a lot of
inconvenience for residents and the traveling public, but we
ask for your patience and your caution as you drive through
these construction zones so that we can keep our construction
workers safe.

Missoula Maps
The City’s GIS Division has put together a new map site
for that includes maps related to City infrastructure--utilities,
street maintenance, upcoming infrastructure projects, and
other street and transportation maps. It also includes
community information to help residents find out which City
Council ward they live in and maps of the local parks, trails,
open spaces, and much more! Visit www.missoulamaps.com
to check it out.

Contact Us
Utility Bill Payment
Online: www.ci.missoula.mt.us/2716/Pay-Your-Utility-Bill
In person: Drop boxes at 435 Ryman St. & 1345 W. Broadway
By mail: P.O. Box 5388, Missoula, MT 59806
By phone: 866-790-7218
Customer Service: 406-552-6700 or email
watercs@ci.missoula.mt.us
Missoula Water—406-552-6700
Stormwater—406-552-6357
Wastewater—406-552-6600

Garden City Compost—406-552-6619
Infrastructure & Mobility Engineering—406-552-6769
Infrastructure & Mobility Planning—406-552-6670
Missoula City Cemetery—406-552-6070
Street Maintenance—406-552-6360
Public Works & Mobility Department Administration
Jeremy Keene, Director: 406-552-6769
Brian Hensel, Deputy Director—Streets: 406-552-6360
Logan McInnis, Deputy Director—Utilities: 406-552-6766

