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Foreword i Why a New Plan?

Open space defines Missoula. It frames our views and daily life. We use trails to commute and
recreate, enjoy the wkes of natural areas, play in parks and conservation areas, and appreciate
wildlife and agricultural abundance fortunatedtill common in our area. Thes®nserved

lands exist because of the foresight of those who came before us.

For almost half a centuriissoulians haveeaffirmedtheir support for open spabg engaging

in theplanningprocess, by connecting with langlater and wildlife,andby voting in support of

open spackond funding. Protecting open space has benefits ranging from ecokgitaiman

health to economic vitality. The vision from the original 198Ssoula Urban Area Open Space

Planstill reflectsour v al ues: AThe vision of Missoulads o
community whose most intensive activities and land uses sessfally coexist with its internal

and external open space that both residents and visitors readily enjoy a stase ofo

Funds from the original 1980, 1995 and 2006 bonds, in combination with prieegprofit, and
governmental partnerships, fuel@duccessful expansion of our popular open space system.
Since 1980, open space bond funding has protected over 7/@@®@fkand in the Missoula

urban area and leveraged millions of additional dollars for conservation projects to match the
public invesment through bonds. Since 2006, and the first cownty open space bond, open
space bond funds have protected ove@dtacres throughout Missoula County and have helped
to leverage an additional 15,000 acres for protection in the county. These frajecisotected
wildlife habitat, agricultural land, scenic open space, forests, riparian corridors, and open space
lands for public accesgecreation and enjoyment.

Missoula has continued to change sinceMissoula Urban Area Open Space Plan 2006

Update Population growth and changing patterns of residential development intersectSvith 21
century recreational andamst patterns, ecological concerimgluding a changing climatend

a need for social equity in the distributionasfd access to alif the benefits obpen space.

There is eveincreasing pressure on many public open space areas and a growing awareness
tha agricultural and open space resources are limited.

The2019Planaddr esses the Missoula commopenspac®s curr
system that balances public accissall, natural habitats and resources, and population growth.

It recognzesthe important role our landscapkaysin providing natural climate solution&s in

previous plans, th2019 Plancalls for an expasion of the open space system in a way that

addresses conservation of public resources and private agriculturai@oesses connectivity

between areas and provides high quality habitat for wildlife. The plan also recognizes that
maintenance and res#dion of existing open space areas is critical to protecting the values of the

open space system into the future.

Throghour work on this new version of the open s
open space accomplishments by continuingrioritize conservation of diverse open space

lands. These includsonservatiorand recreational areas, wildlife habitat, essble river

corridors, developed parks, agricultural lands, and an integrated trail system.

With our communi t y dtdo opea spacé comean expganceEspangibility. me



We mustensure that all people in our community have access to tieétisesf our open spaces

We mustcreatesafe access to open spamegiparks and recreatiaspportunitiedor all

community memberdLhis includes investments in park projects for underserved neighborhoods
andprograms and policies that protect vulneraiighborhoodgrom environmental and health
hazardsOur success relies on stewardshipwf existing and future public lands to maxami

their many benefits.

Signed,

Open Space Working Group
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l. Introduction

Citizens of Missoula deeply value operasps. These nataramenitiesare at the foundation of a
unique sense of place that defines Missoula and contributes to the high quality of life we love
and enjoy. An engaged citizenry, numerous organizations, elected officials, landowners and
other passioate community mmbeas have poritized open space. The result is thousands of
acres of conserved land that protect air and water quality, wildlife hadgtaculture, trails,

scenic vistas, and public access to our lands and waterwagsfeation.

Open space planningp Missoulad at es back to the 1960s to Missc
adopted in 1968 by the CisbylafChMussgpul dtphét e
Specifically, that plan cal | efdrogemspacedpiks,pand an
receati onal and cultural facilities within the
water courses in the PlanningeAa f or f ut ulfhe 199%update @f this on's . 0

comprehensive plaimeated open sparesourcesn greater detail and identified the need to

provide fadequate space to serveneedsoftheati onal
communityo and support for Missoula tearedidevel
which links cevelopeco ar k facilities and aPl l' i ving and c

In 1969, the Montana Legislature pasdel®pen Space Land and Voluntary Conservation
EasementAct, 826, Parts 1 & 2, NbSOh.padssing(hé @ppreSpaceSActace A
the legislature found that preserving open space land was essential and the ermdnulihlic

funds for those purposes constituted a public benefit. Further articulating the impoftance

conserving opn ace, in1981 the City passed the City Missoula Open Space Conservation

Ordinancefit o preser ve signi f ingcansdrvatomland, pasklirmc e | and,
trails, views and vistas, agricultural land, and urban forest, whédause of itsesthetic,
senic, recreational, historic or ecological v

In 1976, Missoula County adoptéd first open space plan. TMissoula County Parks,

Recreation and Open Space Plawonicled Missola 6 s  u r @panspace eseueces and
recommended the City and County fndestablish an
acquisition, easements, graytonations, and other available means to prevent undesirable land
uses i n c4%nil1995 theaCity campietadsits first form&@pen Space Plamwhich

described thewrurrent efforts and recommended additional astiorachieve an open space
system by 2010. I n 20péhGpacetPlareUpdaiedognzedithed Count y o
ongoingandgrowingneed to protect open space as Missoula continued to grow. It reviewed,

affirmed and expanded upon the 19@®rospace vision, with the intent that subsequent reviews

of the plan goals would take place about every 10 yearspaesif needed.

Today, thevision and need for open space conservation in Missoula endures. The lamdiscape
the Missoula Valleyeflects a portfolio of accomplishments from decades of work (Figure 1).
NeverthelessasMissoula continues to grow amtiang, thereare furthemeeds in the form of
incomplete connections between protected arkag habitats still in need of protection, and a
growing demand for places for the public to recreate. Accordinglypldunsclarts thecourse
forward forthe next decade of open space conservation in Missoula.
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I. Purpose of an Open Space Plan

The open spaceantis a policy document thaelps piioritize limited resources availabfor

open space conservation in the Missoula urban area. The plan emphasizes open space as a key

el ement in Missoul abds o0 vaadinolms opernr spagencond#®iv e | o0 p me
and land use decisiemaking by localgovernment, conservationganizations, and citizens.

This open space plan, combined with other relevant adopted plans, serves as a continued
statement of our communi ty GspgxepAswitbpravibuses f or p
versionsof the operspace plan, this documentimsplemented through a variety of tools outlined
belowand helps guide expenditusépublic and private funds for open space conservation.

The City and County have a number of aédpand use planning documentsitiprovide the

policy framework for thislocument. Appendix A contains the list of these documents. State and
local laws provide the legal framework for this open space plan. The text of the Open Space
Land and Voluntary Qusevation Easement Act and thétCy @pgn Spce Ordinance is

includedin Appendix B, along with the constitutional provision providing Montanans a
constitutional right to a clean and healthful environment.

The open space plan is intended to lobapter of the Parks, Recreation, Ofgmce and Trails
(PROST) plan, yet will stad alone until the remainder of the PROST Plan is drafted and
adopted. The open space plan is intended to support, and be consistent with, the City and
Countyo6s opedpansand tovgeideapen spacaugiipns. The open space plan
may also beised to help inform land use planning decisions about natural resource fuactions
valuesbut is not intended to be used as a regulatory instrument. The open spaceypso ia
useful for promoting educatigpartrerships, and intergovernmental cogimn aimed at
conservatiorand environmental quality.

The term AMi ssoula urban areaodo is used throug
Figure lastheopgp ce pl anni ng ar e areaThis dicB RaduSesihe Gity anni n
and Couty lands within the urbanizing fringe around the city limits ancathjacent lands,

which consist mainly of foothills and mountains or valley agricultural lafikle area is similar

to the open space planning regboundary in the 2006 Update, with slighdjustments to be

more consistent with the bounBegioni es of the Co

II. Vision for Missoula Bysteran Areabdés Open Spac

Theopen s@cevision is to conserveprotect, and connedflissoula Gsgstem of open space

lands to achieza coherent and connected open space system, with access to a park, trail, open
space land, natural area, or recreation area available in every neighborfidtnislintegrated

system includes lands protected fatdlife habitat and natural resources, plnkds, lands

protectedor historic and scenic values, agricultural lands, and trails. This vision contributes to
shaping our c onreinfarcingaydé s heharagt eur communi tya®o
and soal values,and helps guide growth.

A. Open SpaeGoals
To achieve this vision, the plan aimsacomplistthe following goals:

Conservenatural systems througiurchase and stewardship of landnservation
eassenents and other available tools, for the ber@ffuture generations. These



systems include

1 Natural areas and open spaces of local and regajraficance;

1 Places of refuge and travel corridors aldlife;

1 River corridors, aquifer recharge areasgother water resourceand
1 Significant agricuiural lands.

Protect community open space veds including important natural, cultural, and

recreational resources.

1 Protect, maintain and enhance areas that sustain our human, planiraatl
communitiesandcontribute to our resilience in the face dfmtechange;

1 Spatially define the shape ofir growing community in a way that honors its
significant landforms, natural features, and ecosystant;

1 Protect scenic viewpoints and viewsheds, includisgareminders obur
geologichistory.

Connecturban grea spaces and anchor areas throughdmrs and connect areas of

development with open spaces through corridors. These corridors will:

1 Provide appropriate public access to natural areas, rivedsymmm spaces for
recreation and enjoyment;

1 Improve opportunities for pedestrian and bicyclecass and connect humtaavel
corridors throughout our communitgnd

1 Providespace and habitat for urban treeslother appropriate native and noative
vegettion to facilitatewildlife movement.

B. Conceptual Framework of Mi ssoul a Ur beSystelhr eads Open £

The2019Plan incorporates concepts from, and builds upon, previous open space plans,

while also incorporating new terminology, data, and updated tegrio better preserve,

protect and connectétsystem. e categories depicted (See Figura2d defined below

(Anchor Areas, Corridors, Urban Green Spaces) represent a new effort to create a set of

terms to describe the components of the MissoularUMrae a 6 s open space Sys
model is not sgcific to any one geographic area in Missoblat rather can be applied to any

area of the open space planning region and represents the structure of the open space system.
To accomplish the goals of this guh, the City and County consider the framework thfis

modé while aiming to protect a varietyf different types of open spade the Missoula

urban area.
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Urban Green Spaces

Provide transition between developed land

Anchor Area and ope.n space, and respite in the urban area % @
- Public natural areas

- Urban parklands with special resources

- Neighborhood parks and pocket parks

- Gardens

Figure 2. Model of Open Space in Missoula Urban Area

1. Anchor Areas

Anchor areas are largeotected areagererally lager than 100 acref)at provide

core open space land in the systémchor areas include larger parcels owned by the
City or County and other public and private protected lands. Anchor areas may
contain unique habitat types, auihl resources, and/orareatonal amenities. De in

part to their size, anchor areas can @ghimultiple goals related to habitat,
recreation, agriculture, ecosystem services, and human health.

Anchor areasnay.

Preserve natural ecosystémmctons;

Conserve working lads, suclas farms, rancheard forests;

Preserve important views and scevigtas;

Protect air and watejuality;

Provide buffers to ecosystem functions in larger wildland areas, such as wildland
fires, wildlife movement, anddbding;

Protect areas aultural mportanceard,

Meetthe communi t yds needsncofporatingraeiralr eat i on wh
resources.
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Some examples of existing anchor areas around the Misgalléy include Fort
Missoula Regional Park, Mount Jumbo, therth Hills, Kelly Islard, and thePattee
Canyon andlue Mountain recreation areas.

Implementation 3ategies for Anchor Areas

Protect key lands to improve wildlife habitat and protect natasaurces.
Preserve larger and/or higjuality tracts of agrialturalland.

Protect ley lands tenlarge and corattanchorareas.

Establish anchor areas in regsoof the planning area that do not contain srelas.
Provide public access to conservatiands.

Provide more dirt trails for hiking, biking, amdnning.

Balance demand foecreationahccess with neet protecthabitat.

E R .

2. Urban Green Spaces

Urban gren spaces provide transitions between developed land and open space and
provide respite in the urban environment. Urban green spaces serve as buffer areas
within areas of moderatto high @évelopment. Thegreoften threaded along the

corridors that conné@nchor areas. While these areas may contain important habitat or
natural resources worthy of protection, due to their proximity to development, tldey ten
to have high human uskey beneits of urban gree aces include storm water
management, visual @en spaces for beautification, climate resilieacglhuman health
and recreationincluding enhancement afr opportunity foysocial justice, health

equity, and inclusion

Urban Green Sgesmay.

1 Provide aeas for recreation, education, and respitenftbe urbarenvironment;

1 Preserve urban agricultyrgardens and community trees;

1 Provide a buffer between developed areas and anchor atepsoaite a buffeto
the wildand-urbaninterface and,

1 Provide haitat for urbarwildlife.

Examples of urban gen spaces include public natural areas such as Greenough Park,
Tom Green Naturahrea and Bancroft Ponds, neighborhood parks like Bonner or
Franklin, and pocket parks duas Little McComick.

ImplementatiorStrategies for Urban Green Spaces
1 Protect addional urban green spaces within neighborhoods thatihawicient
acres of parks, trails and open spacecpeita.
1 Work toward ensuringhat the majority of citizensithe Missoula Uran area &ive
accesgo a park, trail or open space trailhead witaiLlO-12-minute walk from
home.
1 Protect lands to balance demand for recreational access with adequate buffer zones to
protect wildlifehabitat.
1 Investin agricultural largland urban farmg by creing morecommunitygardens.




3. Corridors

Corridors connecurban greespaces and anchor areBgpending on the type of
corridor,theycan be managed primarily for wildlife habitatfor human use, ofor an
appropriate balancaf ead. They are often linear in hae, following rivers or streams
Theyprovide access between aadhong protected areas, or they can provide access
between commercial and residential developraedtopen space landdtban trees and
other vegetatiomicorridors provide habitat for sobgds and other wildlife, while also
providingrespite for humans and supporting climate and conservation goals.

Corridorsmay.
Provide travel corridors fdhumans anavildlife;
Support important riparian vegetatiand wildlife species (rivezorridors);
Enhance air and watguality;
Play an esserdi role in maintaining biodiversity and connections among plant and
animal populations that could otherwiseisolated (river and wildlife corridors);
and
1 Provide imprtantrecreation and transportation caduis for humansife.
rivers, commuter trai)s

= =4 =4 =4

Corridors provide locations for travel by humans and wildlife, such as the Bitterroot Trail
and R wenrforg Trdd, or the Clark Fork and Bitterroot Rivers.

ImplementatiorStrategies for Corridors

1 Improve access and connectivibetween parks, trad and open spaces by filliggps
in commuter traihetworks.

1 Improve vegetatioand wildlife habitat and open space values through connected
vegetation corridors, including theban forest, when and wherepappriate.

1 Expand existingommuer trail netwaks to connect with surrounding natiof@dest
recreation areas and unemnected areas tdwn.

1 Provide safe and sustainable access points to tiveninimize impacts taparian
areas and protect watguality.

1 Provide more pawkanddirt trails forcommuting and recreating.

V. | mpl ement ation of Missou3ystemUr ban Areads Op

The City and County use a variety of voluntary and regulatory tools to implement thidiptavery

tool will fit every situation, and each propgrandset of circumgances is unique. The City and

County work with willing landowners who wish to see a conservation outcome for their land. The
City and County also work in the regulatory capatatengage in land use planniagd regulation.

The combmnationof these effass createshe opportunity to guide growth and protect open space in a
manner consistent with our communityoés priori

Opportunitiesto implement this plamayarise when landowars voluntarily seek openag bond

funding or other panerdips to proect land as open spadaditionally, the opportunity to acquire

open space through the private depenent process can occur when a landowner proposes a
development project for reaw by the local governing boly. The landowner can prop®an open

space seaside; the local regulations may require an open space or parkland dedication; or to mitigate



impects, the local government can place conditions on the development to creaeesisch
consistent with statend local regulationsAppendix C describes ¢hmost common voluntaand
regulatory tools the City and Courdtaff and citzen advisory committeanayuse to implement this
plan.

There are many considerations that staff, elected offici@lsnservation pofessionals, and
landowners undergo when d&tkng whether to undetake an open space project. When
considering an open spagroject, City and County staff examine how the project would fit into
the following (in no particular order):

1 Spedic Open Spac8ond Language and Criteria (if using bonehfls)
Whether a projet qualifies for open space bond funding, based on the lamguage citizens
voted tosupport andon criteria contained in land use plansplutions,ordinances, and other
policy documents

1 Types of Open Space in the MissouladJrb Ar eads Open Space Syste

Whethe a project will provide one or more of thlesired typesf openspaceand associated
uses

1 Geography of High Open Space Value in Missoula Urban Atarnerstones and/or
Riparian Areas
Whether, how, and where a projdits into geographic areas lofgh open space value, as
chamlcterized by cornerstonescdor riparianareas.

1 Stewardship

Whether the land manager responsible haslbiigy to provide appropriate stevashipfor
theexpected anthtended uses or reans foracquisition.

Other considerations include public input and community desires as obtgimaddus public

meetings, public hearings and comment opportunities anadevason of the unique bentfiof each
open space projec

The above conseatations are discussed in more detail below.

A. Open SpaceBonds

Since the 1980s, open space bonds Ipaveided public funding for voluntary conservation
projectsin the City andCounty. The bonds have allowdte City andhe County tovork

with a varietyof partners and private landowners to complete numerous projectsotg
passedthe t at edpen sgade band in 1980, in the amount of $500,000, wittoade
city-wide open space bond in 1995, lie tamount o$5 million. Missoula County voters
passed Mi s s o uwidadpen spacerbent in 2006unrthte ymount of $10 million.
2018, 63% of Missoula County voters passed a new $15 million opentspatieand 63% of
City voterssupportedh 4 mill (approxnaely $500,000 annually in 2018 tars)

conservation stewardship levy.

If bond funds are expended for a project, the ptaojacst at a minimum fit the purpose and
allowable activities of ta bond (Table 1)l'he ballot language from&hl1995, 2006, and 28
bondscanbe found in AppendiD.



1995 Open Space

2006 Open Space

2018 Open Space

Defraying costs related to such
acquisition

City County County
Primary Acquiring open space land inor neg  Preserving open | Conserving, enjoyig, and
Purpose the City space enhancing open spadand
Protectirg the waer
quality of rivers,
lakes, and streams
Acquiring funds for the open space| Protectng wildlife
acquisition trust fund, moneys from habitat Providing public access t
which fund may be expended the water and land
purpose of acquiring, in fee, by Congerving working
easement, ootherwise, open space| ranches, farms, ang Conserving agricultural
landin or near the City forests lands, fish and wildlife
habitat, and rivers, lakes
Additional Acquiring Mount Jumbo Iands_, lands Provid.ing access and streams
Purpose th_e South end of Mount Sentinel, Fo_ along rivers, lakes, _ o
Missoula area lands, upper Southl$i and streams Protecting scenic views
lands, North Hills, Cl&k Fork River
Corridors, aras for receational Managing for growth| Making improvements to
playing fields lands acquired or
Providing gen spacg desgnated a open spae
Acquiring and establishing communit] and scenic that are acessible to the
trails consistent with the Open Spac lands@apes public
plan
Providing
recreatianal and
commuter trails
Purchasing lad, Purchasing land,
easements, and othg easements, or other
interests in land frm interests in land from
Acquiring, in fee, by easement, or | willing landowners willing landowners
Allowed otherwise, open space land in or ne _ . .
Activities and the City Paying non Payingfor improvements
Costs personnel related and costsrelated toor

transaction costs,
costs of initial clean
up and weed contro

associated with an

approved project

serving lanls acquired or
designated as open spad

Transaction and project
costs and fees

Requirements

Acquisitions are guided by the open
space plan recently adoptey
Missoula local governnms

Willing landowners

Citizen input

Forimprovemens, must
be onland acquired or
designated as open spad
and accessible by the

public

Table 1. Purposes, allowable activities and costs, and requirements of 1995, 2006, and 2018

open spacéonds



B.

1. Process for Detemining Open Spa@ Bond Fund Expenditures

Open spae conservation in Missoula would not be possible without the ongoing
coordination and collalvation among the City, County, and numerous partners
including lard trusts and other negovernmental organizains, businesses,
developers private landowners @nother governmental agencies, who work together
to implement the goals of this plan. The Gityd County formally work together
through a number of mechanismsge of which is interlocal agreemefits.

City and/orCountyeleded ofiicials, with recommendaons from staff and citizen
advisory committees, make decisiorfated to tk expenditure of open space bond
funds.Interlocal agreementsutline the dedils of how local governments work
togetherto streamline this proceso most efficiently expend puilo resources. The
process for how the City and County geadly work tayether to determine county
wide bond fund expenditures is described in a flowidnakppendix E

An essential component of tipeocess of City open spaand County open lands
projeds is the involvement and recommendations of citizensadyicommittes The

County Open Lands Citizens Advisory Committee (OLC) makes recommendations t

the County Commissioners on expenditure afroppace bond funds, atie City
Citizenos nitteg onOpen $pade (ORAC) makes recommendations to

City Council on ependitures of bond funds. Each committee bases recommendations

on evaluation criteéa, which are derived from a variety of sowsdecluding specific
requrements of the funding sour@ee. in the case of bonds, the specific bond
language)state law, orthance, and the open space plan goals and objectives. The
2006 open space updatéeria show the types of criteria uspieviously ancdcanbe
foundin the2006 UpdateEach citizen adsory committee empigs its own
procedures for vetting a project against the ci@and making recommendations to
its respectie elected body.

Additionally, lands acquireavith intention or potential for public accesglude an
assessment for deternmg level of deelopment, acgptable uses, how best to
achieve balance of cearvationrecreation, antbng-term stewasiship

Typesof OpenSpace n Mi ssoul a Ur banSyssemeads Open

The Missoula urban area open spsystem includes several typetland, and this plan
focuses primarily on the protection of thégges. Each pperty will generally possess
multiple open space values, andpt®tection can accomplish multiple conservation goals,
even when one value mdg the primary impetus for prection.The City and County

focus on protecting these types ofapspace, witin the structure of the conceptual
framework.

1 Conservation Lands:Conservation lands are natural areas that are protected and
managed primarilyo protect their high naturaésource, habitaand scenic
values, where recreational use isa®tary to thgrotection of habitat. They can
be found within anchor areas, cators, and urbagreen spaces. Tower Street
Conservation Area, Clark Fork Rivaparian corridor, Bancroffonds, Mount
Jumbo, the North Hills, and Greenough Park are examplesnservatn lands.

10
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1 Parkland/Developed Parks:Developed parks are protectadd managed primarily
for active and passive recreation. They are primariydowithin urban greespaces;
however, large regional parks can also function as anchor areles alz® contia
many of our ¢ o mther mpartgndnaturabsoecesd afrayn d o
Bonner, Northside, and McCormick Parks are typical exampleswetapedparks.

1 Historic or Scenic Lands: Historic or scenic lands are protected and managed
primarily for historic or scenic purposes. Lands with isiceor historic open space
values can exist within anchor areas, urban green spaces, or corridors. The Moo
Randolph Homestead is anaemple of open space land with high scenic and historic
value, and Brt Missoula Rgional Park is situated on lands oe tdational Register
of Historic Places.

9 Agricultural Lands: Agricultural lands contain working farms, rdoes, forests,
and/or importanagricultural soils. The River Road Farm and the South Hills
Consevation Easemds are examples of agricultural landstected using open
space bod funds.

9 Corridors: Corridors connect the open space system. They includema@nand
recreational trailsgreenways, waterways, riparian corridors, and wildiifigidors.
The Clark ForlRiver, Rattlesnakand GranCreels, Milwaukee and Bitterroot
Trails, and Rattlesnake Greenbelt (power line corridors) are exampiesiabrs

C. Geography of High Open Spae Value in Missoula UrbanArea

Open space cornerstones are a cotuzisual t@l to geographically guide opepace
conservation and planrgnThe 2019Plan and the open space cornerstoaesguiding
tools; they are nategulatory anddo notconfer any authorityo reguate that is ot otherwise
specificallyprovidedby law.

1. Cornerstones- Description

Cornerstones broadly represemeas with high open space value. Cornerstones may
contain both developed ancideveloped ladh It is importantto note that lad with

high open spacealue may also exist outside of cornerstones. Cornerstone boundaries
are geerally drawn and purposelydot follow parcel boundaries. Lands in
cornerstones are not automatically designated asspaer, and cornemne areas do
not delinede areas propsed for rezoning as parks or open space. Cornerstds@s

do not prohibit évelopmentas land in cornstone areas can be developed in
accordance with subdivision and development regulations. inagcnly become
aqjuired or desigated as pen space lanthrough a public process or through
voluntary conservation efforts by willg landowners, such as prctieg land with a
conservation easement or other conservation tools.

Each cornerstone contaiasinique combinatin of resource and opespace values
that make lands in that cornerstone a priority for protection. For example, a
cornerstone may contain ¢g conservation lands that serve as an anchor area, or it
may contain numerous parcels of cemed agriculturalands, or it may include

several smalparks as urban green spaces, connected by a corridor/trail. Some
cornerstong include conserved landsatiserve as anchor areas, while others include
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mostly unprotected lands, representing postisl for future opn space

consevation. Each cornerstaais unique, and the exact resource make up of a

cornerstone may change oviene. Historically, cornerstnes have been fAre
when the lands within no longer possess open space values wortiotectipn, due

to development oother chaged conditionsNote that open space cornerstaliféers

from the conceptaddni Anc h @ Amse di scuisBigug2.ear |l i er an

2. Cornerstonesi Formation

The City first adopted opespace cornerstones in the9b®Dpen Spacllan.The
20060pen Space Plan Update reinforced the importance of the cornerstone area
concept and updated or retirecumy of the cornerstone ar¢aghe 1995 and 2006
cornerstones boundaries were basethe bllowing:

1 The ar@shad been recommended (at least in part) for protection as open space by
three or more community planning documestsme of which date back 1976;

T The areas contained undeveloped land that was likely to rank high when further
evaluatel against a setfoopen space suitability criteriand,

T The areas contained undeveloped land or water resources that could camtribute
significant element to thurban area open space system.

In this 2019 plan, theoeznersbnes continue taepresent land and water resources

with high open space value. The updated cornerstone map (Figure 3) is based on
community feedback, developmepatterns, a variety of source maps, documents,

and spatial datasets, as well as aiigant public outreacheffort specifically related

to the cornerstone mapping. The data layers include the public outreach and natural
resouces that are relevant to@pspaceas deemed relevant by various natural
resource entities a@mnagencies

Appendix F iludes a list ofesources used in the cornerstone mapping update, a list
of natural reources thatupport each cornerstone, and sigppental maps

3. Riparian Areas

Riparian habitat is an essential habitat type that has historically been prioritized for
openspace conservaitn in Missoula. Riparian arease ribbms of life. Gven the

small amount of land area they occupy, these ecasgsiee highly diverse and

provide habitat for a multitude of species. The cornerstones above do not specifically
include tetributaries tohe Clark Fork and Bitterrootifers (sut as the ripaan

areas of Butler Creek, Lavalle Creek, Rattlesnake Cfaeint Creek as separate
cornerstone areas. Rather, this plan identifies riparian areas as a habitat tigoe that
priority for open spacerptection and preservata.
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Figure 3. Updated Cornerstone Map



