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SYNOPSIS OF MISSOULA'S CONSERVATION LANDS MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

Missoula's Conservation Lands system (also referred to as Missoula's Open Space System) has grown to 
include 100s of acres of open grasslands on gentle to steep hillsides, mixed coniferous forests, riparian 
areas ranging from half mile wide floodplains, to cattail wetlands, to narrow woody draws, and unique 
cushion plant communities.  The great diversity of land types on the City's 3,600+ acres of Conservation 
Lands provides important wildlife, fish, and bird habitat and numerous recreational opportunities for 
citizens and visitors.  These lands are the beautiful background to our downtown, the University, and 
many of our neighborhoods and thus provide tremendous economic benefits.  Additionally, conservation 
lands provide important ecosystem services such as improving water quality and quantity, enhancing air 
quality, and serving as flood control. 
 
Along with the growth in number of acres acquired over the past 20 years has come substantial population 
growth and increased recreational use of these lands.  The need to comprehensively address management 
of all Conservation Lands together as a system was recognized as crucial for maintaining their 
environmental viability. This plan has been created in order to help balance the needs of citizens who love 
to utilize these lands for recreation, environmental education, and rejuvenation with protecting the natural 
resources.  Management of the habitat types to promote healthy native plants and wildlife is a critical 
component of this plan. By far the largest threats to native habitats on Conservation Lands are non-native 
invasive species (weeds) and human-caused impacts.  Throughout chapter four are recommendations to 
mitigate impacts and priorities for non-native plant management. 
 
Given the close proximity of our Conservation Lands to the City, they offer quick and easy access for all 
types of recreation. A well designed system of trails, trailheads and recreational programs helps minimize 
negative impacts intensive recreational use can cause. Guidelines for trail and trailhead development 
(section 5.2.1) were created. Additional recommendations for drafting a policy for special use permits, 
enforcing rules and mitigating damage were also developed. The importance of using Conservation Lands 
for educational activities and to promote volunteerism is addressed. Through classes, field trips and 
research, stewardship grows within our community.  Volunteerism has been and will continue to be a 
major component of this plan.      
       

Development of Management Goals 
The framework for much of this plan was developed by a Citizens Working Group with input from two 
public open houses and a public opinion survey. The following goals, and their related policies (see 
Chapter 3), provide recommendations on how Conservation Lands should be managed.     

 Complete and maintain an up to date inventory of each land parcel prioritizing its conservation 
values. 
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 Establish, implement and publicize general rules and management policies that apply to 
Conservation Lands. 

 Maintain habitat types and vegetation types on Conservation Lands including special plants and 
habitat types. 

 Restore native and disturbed habitat on Conservation Lands. 

 Provide a diverse and appropriate range of recreational and educational activities on Conservation 
Lands while limiting impacts by users to the ecological and cultural resource. 

 Evaluate the results of management strategies on Conservation lands and adjust management for 
desired results accordingly 

 Develop adequate funding sources, partnerships and program to realize Management Plan goals. 
 
These goals provide the framework for managing and preserving this incredible natural resource for 
present and future generations.  Chapter six includes specific strategies to implement these goals. 
 

 
  

To sit in the shade on a fine day and look upon the verdant green hills is the most perfect 
refreshment.  - Jane Austin    


