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Wisconsin

Eau Claire, Wisconsin
Population: 67,000
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102, 105 
Population of Eau Claire County

~65,000
Population of City of Eau Claire

~10,500
UWEC Student Population

23%
Rural Residents

2 in 3
Residents are working age (18-64)

7.9%
African American, Asian, 
American Indian, Alaskan 
Native, or Hispanic Population

41%
Public school students eligible 
for free lunch

$51,900
Median household income

1 in 7
Residents living below Federal 
Poverty Level



Historic Randall Park Neighborhood

Low-income

Persistent poverty

Older homes

High rental cost

Food desert



Central Neighborhoods: Challenges

58% poverty

Median home age: 100+

83% rental

Food desert



Central Neighborhoods: Strengths

58% poverty

Median home age: 
100+

83% rental

Food desert

Housing diversity

Many nearby 
employers

Close to university

Elementary school

Close to downtown

New park & trail

Healthcare

Senior Center



Goal: Vibrant, Safe, 
Healthy Central City 
Neighborhoods

Method: Incorporate health 
considerations into community 
development 

Objective: Improve 
health outcomes 
through 5 pillars: Policy, 
physical activity, 
healthy housing, food 
access, social connection

Measures: 

 Injury from housing defects

 Chronic disease

 Mental Health & Social 
Connectedness



Central Neighborhoods: Opportunities
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Cannery District: New Housing

The Need:

• Cost-burdened elderly, working 
families, single-parent homes

• Median household income: $16,000

The Momentum:

• Park & trail construction

• Planned redevelopment

• Extension of downtown



Randall Park: Housing Infill

The Need:

• Unbalanced supply/demand

• Area of “concentrated poverty”

• Increasing housing defects

The Momentum:

• Neighborhood Revit. Corp

• Employer assisted housing

• Tax-increment funding



Randall Park Neighborhood: Food

Student 

housing

Commercial

The Need:

• Food desert

• 1 in 3 are obese

• Low income area, poor mental health

The Momentum:

• University partnership

• Local grocer partnership
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Sonnentag Center: Food & Fitness

The Need:

• 1 in 4 no physical activity

• Cancer & heart disease lead death 
causes

• 1 in 3 report poor mental health

The Momentum:

• UWEC, YMCA, Mayo, 
partnership

• Riverfront recreation rehab



Central neighborhoods: What’s Next?

Neighborhood trajectory


