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Russell Street / South 3rd Street
Final Environmental Impact Statement Ready for Public Review

The Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the Russell Street / South 3rd Street
project will be available for public review beginning Friday, Aug. 19. The FEIS outlines the
need for the proposed project, discusses the Preferred Alternative considered to meet those
needs, and examines impacts that may result from the proposed project.
Completion and publishing of the document represents a major milestone for the project. It
clears the way for the beginning of final design of the recommended improvements.
“Building a better, safer Russell Street and South 3rd Street for all modes of transportation
has been a community priority for many years,” said Steve King, Public Works Director for
the City of Missoula. “Completion of these federally required documents allows Missoula to
fulfill that goal of constructing complete streets for the benefit of the neighborhood and the
community.”
The proposed action is the reconstruction of Russell Street from Mount Avenue/South 14th
Street to West Broadway and of South 3rd Street from Reserve Street to Russell Street to
address current and projected safety and operational needs. The initial funded construction
phase for Russell Street will be from West Broadway to South 3rd Street.
The Preferred Alternative identified in the document includes elements that best satisfy the
need for the project while minimizing impacts. It would have four travel lanes and a center
turn lane/median on Russell Street and two travel lanes and a center turn lane/median on
South 3rd Street. Major intersections on Russell Street and South 3rd Street would be
controlled with signals. The proposed project also includes a new Clark Fork River bridge,
accommodation of alternative transportation modes, transit pullouts, sidewalks, curbs and
gutters, boulevards, bicycle lanes, and stormwater drainage.

Anyone interested in the FEIS may view it online at
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/eis_ea.shtml
or at one of the following locations:
* Missoula Public Library (301 E. Main St.)
* Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library (32 Campus Drive #9936)
* MDT Missoula District Office (2100 West Broadway)
* MDT Helena Headquarters Office (2701 Prospect Ave.)
* City of Missoula Public Works Department (435 Ryman St.)
Written comments may be submitted to Gregg Wood, City of Missoula Public Works, 435
Ryman St., Missoula, MT 59802. The review period for the FEIS will conclude on
September 19, 2011. The completion of the EIS process and the Record of Decision are
expected in October.
The City of Missoula and MDT attempt to provide accommodations for any know disability
that may interfere with a person's participation in any service, program, or activity of our
department. Alternative accessible formats of pertinent information provided on request.

For more information:
Gregg Wood, Project Coordinator, 552-6093
Steve King, Public Works Director, 552-6353
Brian Hasselbach, Federal Highway Administration, (406) 441-3908
Tom Martin, Montana Department of Transportation Bureau Chief, (406) 444-7228
Phil Odegard, Project Consultant, HKM Engineering, (406) 442-0370
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Ginny Merriam, Public Information/Communications Director, 552-6007; 546-7692

