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From: Jessica Zephyrs
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: A letter to Missoula City Council about BLM, the police, and paramilitaries
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 11:41:16 AM


To the Missoula City Council,


My name is Jessica Zephyrs and I am a resident of Missoula's Ward 3. I am writing to demand
that the City Council adopts a budget that prioritizes community well-being and redirects
funding away from the police, as well as pursue charges under Montana law (which was
passed more than 30 years ago) criminalizing the paramilitaries threatening peaceful protests
in our community. 


Many Montanans may be tempted to think the unique nature of such a vast, yet sparsely-
populated state minimizes the likelihood of police brutality in our small city communities.
However, as reported by the Billings Gazette last year, Montana ranked ninth in killings by
police per capita. In 2017, the Great Falls Tribune reported Montana police killings reached a
total higher than the previous six years. These figures are alarming, but don’t tell the full story.
Under Montana Code § 2-6-102 and Article II, Section 10 of the Montana Constitution, police
disciplinary records are exempt from disclosure if there is an "individual privacy interest that
clearly exceeds the merits of public disclosure." Montana police forces operate within a
culture of impunity, and as the members of the communities they are supposed to be
protecting, we can’t even begin to grasp the scope of their violence.


I myself have witnessed Missoula Police draw their weapons on an unarmed Black young
adult at a trailhead and act as though his very presence was a threat. There was nothing
reported about this incident so there is absolutely no way of knowing why a young man's life
was so tenuously handled.


We are in the midst of widespread upheaval over the systemic violence of policing. Empty
gestures and suggestions of “reform” are inadequate and unacceptable. I am demanding that
real change be made to the way this city allocates its resources.


Support for communities in need is necessary now, more than ever. I am demanding that the
City Council meaningfully defund the Missoula Police Department. I join the calls of those
across the country to defund the police. I am demanding a budget that adequately and
effectively meets the needs of at-risk Missoula residents during this trying and uncertain time.
I am demanding a budget that supports community wellbeing, rather than empowering the
police forces that tear them apart.


Having worked for years at the Missoula County Public Library, I have seen the positive
effects of calling the Poverello Center's emergency HOT Team rather than police because they
were better equipped and trained to handle the mental health and addiction crises that often
unfolded there.


As the City Council, the budget proposal is in your hands. It is your duty to represent your
constituents. I am urging you to completely revise the budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year,
and to fund the social programs proven to be more effective than policing at promoting
community safety and equity. Have the courage to be a leader of the change this city, state,
and country desperately needs.
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We need better mental health services, more affordable housing, fewer guns, and zero militias
and vigilantes. If you do nothing, things will not get better. I will be watching for your action
and responding with my votes.


Thank you for your time,
Jessica Zephyrs
jrzephyrs@gmail.com
580-548-3878
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From: Ginny Merriam
To: Allison Franz; Anne Hughes; Aubrey Nilsen; Becky Goodrich; Brad Davis; Cameron Evans; Carol Blodgett; Cary


Shimek; Cathy Janney; Cheryl Schatz; Corena Maurer; David Erickson; Dennis Bowman; Don Whalen; Ed
Nesselroad (pentoad@aol.com); Eric Whitney; Ginny Merriam; Gordy Hughes; Grp. PD Administration; Heidi
Bakula; Heidi Meili; Heidi Starrett; Jane Kelly; Jeff Brandt; Jessica Miller; Josh Burnham; Kaimin Editors
(editor@montanakaimin.com); Karen Gasvoda; KBGA NEWS DIRECTOR (news@kbga.org); KECI NEWS
DIRECTOR; Keila Szpaller (Keila.Szpaller@missoulian.com); Kelly Elam; Kevin Slovarp; KGRZ/KYLT/Eagle 93
NEWS DIRECTOR (brianlee@cherrycreekradio.com); KGVO (kgvonewsroom@townsquaremedia.com); KPAX
NEWS DIRECTOR (news@kpax.com); KTMF NEWS DIRECTOR (newsroom@abcfoxmontana.com); KUFM
ASSISTANT NEWS DIRECTOR (edward.obrien@umontana.edu); KUFM NEWS DIRECTOR
(sally.mauk@umontana.edu); Laura Zuckerman; Staci Shepard; Lori Hart; Lori Hudak; Marley Merchen; Martin
Kidston; Marty Rehbein; Matt; MCAT NEWS DIRECTOR (jbaird@mcat.org); Melissa; Michelle Krzystyniak;
missoulacommunityradio@gmail.com; MISSOULIAN NEWS EDITOR (newsdesk@missoulian.com); Nick
Chrestenson; Paul Hamby; Peter Christian (peterc@centric.net); Rick Sanders; Sarah Kennett; Seaborn Larson;
Seeley Swan Pathfinder; Sheila Callahan; Sherry Devlin; Teresa Waldorf; Tom Bensen; Travis Welsh


Cc: Grp. City Council and City Web Site; Grp. ALT; "Spider McKnight"
Subject: Ad Hoc Committee convenes Wednesday
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 1:41:30 PM
Attachments: Ad Hoc Committee meeting 200623.pdf


Dear news professionals,
 
The new Ad Hoc Committee of the Missoula City Council will convene on Wednesday at 10 a.m. by
Zoom to hear public comments and ideas about public safety and social justice in Missoula.
Committee members will also hear a proposal for a Community Research Project on public safety
and systemic racism in Missoula.
 
For complete information and information on how to register to participate or how to watch, see
our attached news release.
 
Ginny Merriam
Communications Director
City of Missoula
435 Ryman St.
Missoula, MT 59802
Office: (406) 552-6007
Cell: (406) 546-7692
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NEWS ADVISORY  
 
June 23, 2020 
 
For immediate release  
  



 
 
 
 



Ad Hoc Committee of Missoula City Council Set to Convene June 24 



 



The newly formed Ad Hoc Committee of the Missoula City Council will hold a public meeting by 
Zoom on Wednesday, June 24, from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. The Council will hear public comments 
about public safety and social justice in Missoula. It will also hear a proposal for a Community 
Research Project around public safety and systemic racism in Missoula, which would be both 
participatory and action-oriented.  
 
The City Council formed the committee to better engage with the community around issues of 
public safety and social justice. Mirtha Becerra of Ward 2 is chairing the committee. 
 
The Community Research Project will be proposed by a diverse team of communications 
professionals and community leaders convened by Missoula strategic communications firm Six 
Pony Hitch at the direction of the Missoula City Council. Council members hope to build on 
public comment to implement change in the community.  
 
Most City Council members plan to attend. Other community leaders engaged in making change 
will also attend: Mayor John Engen; Missoula County Commissioners Dave Strohmaier, Juanita 
Vero and Josh Slotnick; and University of Montana President Seth Bodnar. 
 
To participate in the meeting, register at 
https://umontana.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DQ4RWM4iS--DUNbb9_X7rw . To watch the 
meeting, visit the City’s YouTube channel at 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5fnfMPFGSk8Gwq6F5UoqGg . 



 





https://umontana.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DQ4RWM4iS--DUNbb9_X7rw


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5fnfMPFGSk8Gwq6F5UoqGg








. 
Questions in advance of the meeting? You can reach Communications Director Ginny Merriam at 
552-6007 and 546-7692 or by e-mail at gmerriam@ci.missoula.mt.us.  
 
 



# 
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From: Jim Nugent
To: Ellen Leahy; Ellen Leahy; Shannon Therriault; Jeff Brandt; Gordy Hughes; Brad Davis
Cc: Dept. Mayors Office; Grp. City Council and City Web Site; Jaeson White; Scott Hoffman; Mike Colyer; Chris Odlin;


Richard Stepper; Laurie Clark; Dept. Attorney
Subject: Citizen health as well as nuisance concerns about nearby fire pit smoke entering their residence through open


windows
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 3:27:50 PM


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
 
This afternoon Cass Chinske, 544-2030 and email casschinskeproperties@bigsky.net;  telephoned
expressing health and nuisance concerns about open burning fire pit smoke drifting through their
open windows in the late evening and causing his ill wife and himself health and public nuisance
concerns about the nearby use of open burning fire pits in urban residential neighborhoods.
 
Currently City of Missoula Municipal Code section 8.60.020 is entitled OPEN BURNING RESTRICTED.
Subsection 8.60.020(B)(3) Missoula Municipal Code (MMC) basically provides that while generally
outdoor burning is unlawful within the city limits, there are exceptions pursuant to which some
outdoor burning is allowed including instances when “(3) The fire does not cause a fire nuisance as
determined by the fire or health department”.
 
Cass Chinske informs that he and his wife consider the open pit burning smoke entering into their
residence to separately be both a nuisance as well as  a health issue; especially considering his wife’s
existing health issues. . Cass Chinske indicates that at their residence they need to be able to open
their residential windows; because otherwise their residence can be unbearably hot on hot days at
this time of the year. Thus, closing their residential windows is not an acceptable healthful
alternative.
 
Cass Chinske expressed concern that the current city open burning ordinance does not expressly
address or take into account the health impacts that open burning of fire pits may have on people.
Cass Chinske indicates that pursuant to the current city ordinance staffs do not appear to have any
guidelines/criteria or standards as to what is meant by the phrase “fire nuisance” that is set forth in
subsection 8.60.020(B)(3) MMC.
 
Is either the city/county health department staff and/or city fire staff currently able to adequately
address citizen health and nuisance concerns about open burning outdoor fire pit smoking negative
impacts on nearby residents? As a threshold, it must be ascertained if the health department and/or
city fire department believe that citizen concerns, such as those expressed by Cass Chinske, are able
to be adequately addressed by existing Missoula Municipal Code provisions? Or would an additional
ordinance regulation be necessary in order to address these type of citizen concerns about open pit
smoke entering nearby residential dwelling unit.
 
Thank you in advance for your input and responses.
 
JIM NUGENT
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From: Jon Li
To: coleb@billingsmt.gov
Cc: council@ci.billings.mt.us; Grp. City Council and City Web Site; mayorandcommission@helenamt.gov; 


christian.patricia72@gmail.com; timchisman@gmail.com; diana.hammer.hcc@gmail.com; j53andrew@gmail.com; 
nsovner@gmail.com; citycouncil@kalispell.com; bdavies@bsb.mt.gov; sfredrickson@bsb.mt.gov; 
mshea@bsb.mt.gov; jpmorgan@bsb.mt.gov; jsorich@bsb.mt.gov; dolsen@bsb.mt.gov; jfisher@bsb.mt.gov; 
joneil@bsb.mt.gov; bmcdonough@bsb.mt.gov; emankins@bsb.mt.gov; bandersen@bsb.mt.gov; 
cshaw@bsb.mt.gov; dcallahan@bsb.mt.gov


Subject: Congressional District Campaign to implement US Universal Health Care
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 3:15:48 PM


Campaign for US Universal Health Care


In Your Congressional District


 


System Mission: optimize primary care systemwide in every state in the US:


- 40,000 Federally Qualified Health Clinics (FQHC) in the US;


- 75 Communities of up to 10,000 people with a Clinic in each Congressional District;


- FQHC Clinics emphasize primary care, interpersonal behavioral health and social services;


- Clinic Teams: 1 MD, at least 1 RN, and several “Community Health Agents”;


- Clinic $25 million annual budget governed by elected 7-member Community Health Council 


(total US cost of all 40,000 clinics: $1.25 trillion of current $4 trillion spent);


- Daily accountability to federal standards through the Office of Epidemiological 
Accountability;


- City is federally-mandated to coordinate, plan and develop health resources including 
medical specialties, hospitals, medical schools, and long term services and support;


- Ongoing daily program evaluation of Clinic services in relation to community needs:


Implementation July 1, 2021: Begin US Universal Health Coverage


- Conversion at the Patient/Taxpayer level from insurance to new payment structure


- Conversion for the individual provider; provision for qualified provider groups up to Kaiser 
to retain their identity


- Conversion for the hospitals: all hospitals come under the jurisdiction and control of the 
community clinics grouped with federal legal Memoranda of Understanding (MOU)


- Conversion for the Health Insurance industry: employees aged 60 and older receive a 
generous retirement package; retraining for all other insurance employees into epidemiological 
accountability, or transitioning into another line of work
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- Establish Health & Human Services (H&HS) 7 member Office of Epidemiological 
Accountability “Health Information Systems Operations Team”, two physical health, two 
behavioral health, two social service, one servant-leader, team information guidance and 
control at each station level: community/clinic, city, Health Service Area, state and national


- Daily accountability of the entire system.


 


Meeting Purpose: In the Congressional District, organize by geographic and community areas: 
catalogue all health resources, and build an information network of health providers; identify 
unmet health needs, for individuals and identified sub-populations; identify potential 
boundaries for community clinic service areas of up to 10,000 people, design optimal health 
care delivery system for each of the preliminarily-identified communities of the Congressional 
District.








From: Jim Nugent
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site; Dept. Mayors Office; Dept. City Clerk
Subject: FW: Violation of the Veteranss Memorial Preservation Act during the Black Lives Matter Protest
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 8:23:10 AM


From: oddpilot@aol.com <oddpilot@aol.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 8:01 AM
To: Jim Nugent <NugentJ@ci.missoula.mt.us>
Cc: oddpilot@aol.com
Subject: Violation of the Veteranss Memorial Preservation Act during the Black Lives Matter Protest
 
Jim, good morning,
As you must be aware, the Doughboy Veteran's Memorial was vandalized in early June by a protester(s)
at the Black Lives Matter rally at the Missoula County Courthouse.  In case you aren't aware of the
circumstances, I have attached a link to my op/ed which appeared in Sunday's Missoulian.  As you know,
this vandalism violates the Federal Veterans Memorial Preservation Act. Whoever did the act of
vandalism is subject to up to ten years in Federal Prison.
 
Since you are the top law enforcement officer for the city of Missoula, will you will act in conjunction with
the Missoula County Attorney, and with the FBI, to bring to justice the perpetrator(s) of this despicable
act?
 
Thank you,
Dennis Gordon
 
 
 
 
 
https://missoulian.com/opinion/columnists/defend-doughboy-statue-from-vandalism/article_e59fe107-
5f4b-56f0-8b5e-44add17ca656.html
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From: Jim Nugent
To: Jaeson White; Scott Hoffman; Mike Colyer; Chris Odlin; Richard Stepper; Laurie Clark
Cc: Dept. Mayors Office; Grp. City Council and City Web Site; Dept. Attorney
Subject: FW: Violation of the Veteranss Memorial Preservation Act during the Black Lives Matter Protest
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 4:38:37 PM


From: Jim Nugent 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 1:16 PM
To: 'oddpilot@aol.com' <oddpilot@aol.com>
Subject: RE: Violation of the Veteranss Memorial Preservation Act during the Black Lives Matter
Protest
 
DENNIS:
 
Thank you for your follow-up email.
 
The United States Code, VETERANS’ MEMORIAL PRESERVATION AND RECOGNITION ACT OF 2003 is a
United States law that must be federally investigated and federally prosecuted in order for a federal
prosecution to occur. A Montana municipal attorney has absolutely no legal authority or legal
jurisdiction to cite and prosecute anyone pursuant to the United States Code. City and county law
enforcement would share any information about any United States Crime with federal law
enforcement and federal law enforcement would be consulting with the United States attorney’s
office concerning whether there is adequate evidence against someone to proceed with a federal
prosecution.
 
If law enforcement apprehends anyone for which there is adequate evidence to prosecute a criminal
offense against for vandalizing the Dough Boy statue at the Missoula County courthouse lawn, the
primary focus should be to file a federal criminal offense in United States District Court for violation
of the “VETERANS’’ MEMORIAL PRESERVATION AND RECOGNITION ACT OF 2003”. Any such
prosecution would be required to be prosecuted by a United States attorney from the United States
Attorney’s Office.
 
If for some reason the United States attorney elected not to file federal charges, then local county
and city law enforcement would likely present any information that they have gathered to the
Missoula County Attorney’s office to determine if there are any grounds for a felony criminal
prosecution pursuant to Montana state law. In Montana only the county attorney has legal authority
or legal jurisdiction to prosecute a felony criminal offense violating a Montana state law. For
example if the criminal mischief damage exceeded $1,500.00 it may be prosecuted as a felony
offense. The monetary cut off between a felony and misdemeanor criminal mischief criminal offense
is $1,500.00. Monetary damage above $1,500.00 may be prosecuted as a felony criminal offense at
the discretion of the county attorney.
 
If the county attorney declines to prosecute any criminal mischief conduct as a felony, since the
county courthouse Dough Boy is located within the city limits, it would be possible for the city
attorney’s office to have the law enforcement gathered information for a review and determination
as to whether there is adequate evidence to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that a specific
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defendant(s) committed the misdemeanor criminal offense of criminal mischief.
 
All criminal offenses, no matter at what level, must be proven beyond a reasonable doubt in order to
successfully obtain a conviction. Our office has the least or most limited prosecution authority in the
hierarchy of prosecutors. Our office does not have any crime investigators and must rely on
municipal police officers to gather evidence at crime scenes and pursue any investigatory leads that
they might have.
 
I do not possess any information/evidence as to whether law enforcement has one or more suspects
for defacing the Dough Boy. I am not sure what you mean by “address”. However,  if the United
States Attorney and county attorney decline to prosecute based on any and all evidence gathered by
law enforcement and city law enforcement request our office to review the information/evidence
gathered by law enforcement, our office will work cooperatively with law enforcement to review any
and all information/evidence that law enforcement has gathered.
 
I hope this explanation is helpful to you to facilitate your understanding of the legal jurisdiction and
legal authority that is required for prosecuting criminal offenses; especially with respect to the
prosecutions of federal laws. It seems that the vandalism you are identifying for prosecution, should
be a federal prosecution pursuant to the “VETERANS’ MEMORIAL PRESERVATION AND
RECOGNITION ACT OF 2003”. Montana municipal attorneys do not have legal jurisdiction or legal
authority to  prosecute federal violations of the “VETERANS’ MEMORIAL PRESERVATION AND
RECOGNITION ACT OF 2003”.
 
JIM NUGENT
 
From: oddpilot@aol.com <oddpilot@aol.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 10:57 AM
To: Jim Nugent <NugentJ@ci.missoula.mt.us>
Cc: Oddpilot@aol.com
Subject: Re: Violation of the Veteranss Memorial Preservation Act during the Black Lives Matter
Protest
 
Jim
who has to ask you to address this despicable act?  I am a taxpaying citizen of Missoula.  I am calling on
you to address it.
Thank you,
Dennis Gordon
 
In a message dated 6/23/2020 9:19:51 AM Mountain Standard Time,
NugentJ@ci.missoula.mt.us writes:
 


DENNIS:


 


Thank you for your email and the link to your Missoulian pinion editorial.
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I was not aware that the Doughboy statue had been vandalized until I received your
email. Such an act of senseless destructive vandalism is disappointing,
unacceptable and in conflict with nearly 250 years of efforts by United States
citizens to establish and protect our citizen constitutional rights, such as freedom of
speech, and equal protection of the laws, that are intended to be respected and
civilly exercised by United States citizens.


 


I agree that all lives matter. All lives matter equally. All human beings should be
treated with equal respect as well as afforded equal rights as part of our humanity
to each other as well as part of our equal protection of the laws Constitutional rights
provided pursuant to both the United States and Montana Constitution to all
citizens.


 


Our office will of course work cooperatively with law enforcement to bring justice in
all matters that our office is called upon to address within the limited authority and
jurisdiction that Montana municipal attorneys are allowed pursuant to Montana state
law.


 


JIM NUGENT


From: oddpilot@aol.com <oddpilot@aol.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 8:01 AM
To: Jim Nugent <NugentJ@ci.missoula.mt.us>
Cc: oddpilot@aol.com
Subject: Violation of the Veteranss Memorial Preservation Act during the Black
Lives Matter Protest


 


Jim, good morning,


As you must be aware, the Doughboy Veteran's Memorial was vandalized in early June by a
protester(s) at the Black Lives Matter rally at the Missoula County Courthouse.  In case you
aren't aware of the circumstances, I have attached a link to my op/ed which appeared in
Sunday's Missoulian.  As you know, this vandalism violates the Federal Veterans Memorial
Preservation Act. Whoever did the act of vandalism is subject to up to ten years in Federal
Prison.


 


Since you are the top law enforcement officer for the city of Missoula, will you will act in
conjunction with the Missoula County Attorney, and with the FBI, to bring to justice the
perpetrator(s) of this despicable act?
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Thank you,


Dennis Gordon


 


 


 


 


 


https://missoulian.com/opinion/columnists/defend-doughboy-statue-from-
vandalism/article_e59fe107-5f4b-56f0-8b5e-44add17ca656.html


Messages and attachments sent to or from this e-mail account pertaining to City
business may be considered public or private records depending on the message
content. The City is often required by law to provide public records to individuals
requesting them. The City is also required by law to protect private, confidential
information. This message is intended for the use of the individual or entity named
above. If you are not the intended recipient of this transmission, please notify the
sender immediately, do not forward the message to anyone, and delete all copies.
Thank you    
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From: oddpilot@aol.com
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Cc: Gwen.Florio@lee.net
Subject: Fwd: Violation of the Veterans Memorial Preservation Act during the Black Lives Matter Protest
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 8:12:45 AM


From: oddpilot@aol.com
To: jnugent@ci.missoula.mt.us
Cc: oddpilot@aol.com
Sent: 6/23/2020 8:01:26 AM Mountain Standard Time
Subject: Violation of the Veterans Memorial Preservation Act during the Black Lives Matter
Protest


Jim, good morning,
As you must be aware, the Doughboy Veteran's Memorial was vandalized in early June by a
protester(s) at the Black Lives Matter rally at the Missoula County Courthouse.  In case you
aren't aware of the circumstances, I have attached a link to my op/ed which appeared in
Sunday's Missoulian.  As you know, this vandalism violates the Federal Veterans Memorial
Preservation Act. Whoever did the act of vandalism is subject to up to ten years in Federal
Prison.


Since you are the top law enforcement officer for the city of Missoula, will you will act in
conjunction with the Missoula County Attorney, and with the FBI, to bring to justice the
perpetrator(s) of this despicable act?


Thank you,
Dennis Gordon


https://missoulian.com/opinion/columnists/defend-doughboy-statue-from-
vandalism/article_e59fe107-5f4b-56f0-8b5e-44add17ca656.html
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From: E A
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: It"s time -
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 9:43:23 PM


- to defund the police. 


Hi Missoula City Councilers,  


I'm Erin and I live in Missoula. I am writing to demand that the Missoula City Council adopts
a budget that prioritizes community well-being and redirects funding away from the police (or
fully abolishes the police and redirects all of those funds to community services benefitting
underserved and BIPOC communities).


In searching the City of Missoula website, I have yet to find a published 2020 budget (there's
no link to the "book" or final adopted budget available here), though I have reviewed the
Department Request Forms for Fiscal Year 2020 submitted by/for the Police Department. 


Many Montanans may be tempted to think the unique nature of such a vast, yet sparsely-
populated state minimizes the likelihood of police brutality in our communities. However, as
reported by the Billings Gazette last year, Montana ranked ninth in killings by police per
capita, despite being one of the least populated states in the entire country (41 of 50). Wow.


In 2017, the Great Falls Tribune reported Montana police killings reached a total higher than
the previous six years. These figures are alarming, but don’t tell the full story. Under Montana
Code § 2-6-102 and Article II, Section 10 of the Montana Constitution, police disciplinary
records are exempt from disclosure if there is an "individual privacy interest that clearly
exceeds the merits of public disclosure." Montana police forces operate within a culture of
impunity, and as the members of the communities they are supposed to be protecting, we can’t
even begin to grasp the scope of their violence.


Our country is in the midst of widespread revolution over the systemic, racist,
transphobic violence of policing. Empty gestures and suggestions of “reform” are inadequate
and unacceptable. I am demanding that real change be made to the way Missoula allocates its
resources.


Missoula prides itself on being a community. A community that supports local businesses and
local resources. We take care of our own. But the way we do this is not through the police.
We do this by investing in community resources that actually serve community needs -- like
affordable housing, mental and public health care services -- implementing a living wage,
increasing funding for schools. We do this by defunding the police and reallocating that
money. (Ultimately, we do this by abolishing the police.) 


I am demanding that the City Council meaningfully defund the Missoula Police
Department. I join the calls of those across the country to defund the police. I am demanding
a budget that adequately and effectively meets the needs of at-risk Missoula residents during
this trying and uncertain time. I am demanding a budget that supports community wellbeing,
rather than empowering the police forces that tear them apart.


As the City Council, the budget proposal is in your hands. It is your duty to represent your
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constituents. I am urging you to completely revise the budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year,
and to fund the social programs proven to be more effective than policing at promoting
community safety and equity. Have the courage to be a leader of the change this city, state,
and country desperately needs.


Thank you for your time -- but ultimately, for your action.


Erin 


59802
austin.erin.e@gmail.com
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From: Monica Gmail
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Mask wearing
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 7:58:01 PM


As the numbers of Montanans with Covid-19 escalate, I believe it’s time to mandate mask wearing indoors in
Missoula.  We’ve been lucky so far, but to control the spread - especially now as tourist season begins - it’s critical. 
If we want UM and K-12 students to safely return to school in the fall,  not to mention our economic vitality to
return, we must do whatever we can to avoid having to shut down and quarantine again. Wearing masks is the
easiest, cheapest and most effective option for all Missoulians to participate in enhancing our social, physical and
economic health.


Thank you for your continuing swift action to protect us.


Monica Paoli
106 E Crestline Drive
Missoula, MT 59803
406-721-4307
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From: Ginny Merriam
To: Allison Franz; Anne Hughes; Aubrey Nilsen; Becky Goodrich; Brad Davis; Cameron Evans; Carol Blodgett; Cary


Shimek; Cathy Janney; Cheryl Schatz; Corena Maurer; David Erickson; Dennis Bowman; Don Whalen; Ed
Nesselroad (pentoad@aol.com); Eric Whitney; Ginny Merriam; Gordy Hughes; Grp. PD Administration; Heidi
Bakula; Heidi Meili; Heidi Starrett; Jane Kelly; Jeff Brandt; Jessica Miller; Josh Burnham; Kaimin Editors
(editor@montanakaimin.com); Karen Gasvoda; KBGA NEWS DIRECTOR (news@kbga.org); KECI NEWS
DIRECTOR; Keila Szpaller (Keila.Szpaller@missoulian.com); Kelly Elam; Kevin Slovarp; KGRZ/KYLT/Eagle 93
NEWS DIRECTOR (brianlee@cherrycreekradio.com); KGVO (kgvonewsroom@townsquaremedia.com); KPAX
NEWS DIRECTOR (news@kpax.com); KTMF NEWS DIRECTOR (newsroom@abcfoxmontana.com); KUFM
ASSISTANT NEWS DIRECTOR (edward.obrien@umontana.edu); KUFM NEWS DIRECTOR
(sally.mauk@umontana.edu); Laura Zuckerman; Staci Shepard; Lori Hart; Lori Hudak; Marley Merchen; Martin
Kidston; Marty Rehbein; Matt; MCAT NEWS DIRECTOR (jbaird@mcat.org); Melissa; Michelle Krzystyniak;
missoulacommunityradio@gmail.com; MISSOULIAN NEWS EDITOR (newsdesk@missoulian.com); Nick
Chrestenson; Paul Hamby; Peter Christian (peterc@centric.net); Rick Sanders; Sarah Kennett; Seaborn Larson;
Seeley Swan Pathfinder; Sheila Callahan; Sherry Devlin; Teresa Waldorf; Tom Bensen; Travis Welsh


Cc: Grp. City Council and City Web Site; Grp. ALT; "Cindy Farr"
Subject: Missoula Fire COVID-19 case
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 4:08:54 PM
Attachments: Missoula Fire COVID-19 case.pdf


Dear news professionals,
 
A Missoula Fire Department firefighter has tested positive for COVID-19. Fire Chief Jeff Brandt and
the staff are working closely with Missoula City-County Health Department staff on contact
identification, testing and all protocols.
 
See our attached news release for complete information and contact information for interviews.
 
Ginny Merriam
Communications Director
City of Missoula
435 Ryman St.
Missoula, MT 59802
Office: (406) 552-6007
Cell: (406) 546-7692
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NEWS ADVISORY  
 
June 23, 2020 
 
For immediate release  
  



 
 
 
 



Missoula Firefighter Tests Positive for COVID-19 



 



A Missoula Fire Department firefighter has tested positive for COVID-19. 
 
Fire Chief Jeff Brandt and the staff are working closely with the staff at the Missoula City-County 
Health Department. As soon as they learned of the positive test result on Monday, they 
identified potential contacts, who are quarantined at home pending interviews and COVID-19 
tests. Those contacts include law enforcement officers and ambulance personnel who worked 
closely with the firefighter. 
 
“City Fire has responded quickly and thoroughly and knowledgeably,” said Cindy Farr, Incident 
Commander for the COVID-19 Response and Health Promotion Division Director at the Health 
Department. “They have been involved at the high level in Incident Command since March, and 
they are very knowledgeable.” 
 
Fire Department personnel wear protective gear on every call for service. Chief Brandt does not 
believe there is an exposure risk for members of the public. 
 
Firefighters have stepped up to cover upcoming fire shifts while the sick firefighter and 
quarantined firefighters are absent. The Fire Department’s customary level of service will not be 
affected. 
 
“We’re doing everything we need to do, and even a little bit more,” Brandt said. 
 
Farr reminds the public that COVID-19 is still in our community, and we are experiencing 
community spread. People should keep their social circles small, be safe at work and keep track 
of personal contacts for the previous 14 days. 
 



 











Contacts for interviews: 
 
Chief Jeff Brandt, Missoula Fire Department 
552-6210 
jbrandt@ci.missoula.mt.us 
 
Cindy Farr, Incident Commander, COVID-19 Response 
258-3686; 396-4094 
cfarr@missoulacounty.us 
 
 
 
 



# 
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From: Emily M
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Poverello Center
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 12:44:24 PM


Hi there,


We are residents of Frenchtown...  this week we feel that increased funding from the city to
the Poverello Center would be highly beneficial and healthy for our community. Namely, it
would allow the Poverello Center to increase their staff ratio which would allow them to rely
less on police response for crisis.


Please also consider expanding funding for a Mobile Crisis Response Team that would send
out mental health professionals INSTEAD of police officers to handle mental health crises. 


Lastly, our community does not have adequate support for substance abuse treatment and
detox. The Poverello Center said they wouldu love to see additional dedicated community
resources in this area. They often have folks ask for support in these areas and don't have
anywhere to send them due to the lack of treatment options in Missoula.


Please help, we can all work to make this community a safer, happier, healthier place to thrive.


Thank you.


Cheers, Emily McMeekin
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From: Amber Sherrill
To: Monica Gmail; Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Re: Mask wearing
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 10:30:13 PM


Thanks Monica.  I agree.  


This is under the purview of the city county health department and is something that has been
discussed at the meetings.  I know that giving the order and enforcing compliance are two
separate things.


I'm not sure where we are going with this but it is definitely on my radar.


I appreciate your comments.


Amber Sherrill
Missoula City Councilwoman
Ward 4


From: Monica Gmail <monicaconradpaoli@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 7:57:56 PM
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Mask wearing
 
As the numbers of Montanans with Covid-19 escalate, I believe it’s time to mandate mask wearing indoors in
Missoula.  We’ve been lucky so far, but to control the spread - especially now as tourist season begins - it’s critical. 
If we want UM and K-12 students to safely return to school in the fall,  not to mention our economic vitality to
return, we must do whatever we can to avoid having to shut down and quarantine again. Wearing masks is the
easiest, cheapest and most effective option for all Missoulians to participate in enhancing our social, physical and
economic health. 


Thank you for your continuing swift action to protect us. 


Monica Paoli
106 E Crestline Drive
Missoula, MT 59803
406-721-4307
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